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David & Jonathan
Stage 2 

David & Jonathan

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Maid 1

· Maid 2

· Ruth

· David

· Jonathan

· Goliath

· Solider

· Women 1

· Women 2

· Jesse

· Angel

· Eliab

· ?

· Abner

· Voice

· Maid


	


Scene 1 - Ruth at birth of David


Ruth as old lady sitting up in bed attended by two maids.

Maid 1 
It won’t be long now to the birth.  Let us hope it is another son for Jesse thy grandson.


Sound of baby cry off stage then


“A son is born.  Hallelujah” – from midwife off stage

Maid 2 

Ruth, O Ruth, a son is born to Jesse.  Praise be to God.

Ruth 

Blessed be the Lord that I have lived to see an eighth grandchild – may his name be great in Israel.

Gentle knock at door.  2nd maid goes to door

Maid 2 

Dear Ruth, here is you grandson Jesse with the child.


Jesse enters with babe which he tenderly places in Ruth’s arms (use real baby not doll).

Jesse 

Dear grandmother Ruth.  You have another great grandson – His name is David.

Maid 1 

as Ruth looks at the child in her arms What a beautiful child – see how fair his hair is.
Ruth 

David. He shall be Beloved of the Lord indeed. A man after God’s own heart which shall fulfil all His will.  With him shall be an everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of David.  One day He shall rule in the fear of God over Israel.  He shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds. 

Scene 2 - David is chosen to be King

Stage in semi-darkness – curtain only partly open. Samuel is praying on his knees. An angel in white appears.

Angel
How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from ruling over Israel? Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee Jesse the Bethlehemite for I have provided me a king among his sons. I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.

Scene 3 - David and Goliath


Back drop of valley – brook in centre


David’s brothers and soldiers of Israel talking whilst looking anxiously across valley – into the audience.

1.
“Is Goliath coming out again today?”

2.
“It looks like it, there’s a stir in the Philistine camp”.

3.
“Yes, there he is” – pointing to rear of hall then they all shrink back.

4.
“What a giant, just look at him!”

Eliab 
In scared voice  How long is this going to go on for?  It’s been 39 days now.

?
40 days tomorrow Eliab – surely something will happen tomorrow.

Eliab 
I think you’re right – but how are we going to fight him?
?
How are we going to fight any of them? You know what the Philistines are like – they’re born fighters, we’re only farmers.


Voice of Goliath who has advanced down side aisle about 2/3 length of the hall – with armour bearer

Goliath
Why are ye come out to set your battle in array?  Am not I a Philistine and ye servants of Saul?  Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to fight me.

Soldier 
If only Saul would do something – he’s bigger than any of us.

Soldier
What can Saul do against anyone that big? You know God isn’t with him any more.

Soldier 
Ssh. Listen.

Goliath 
If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, then will we be (mocking) your servants – laughs maliciously – but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us.

Soldier
 What are we going to do, Eliab?
Eliab
I’m too frightened to do anything.

Soldier 
So am I.

Goliath 
I defy the armies of Israel this day: give me a man that we may fight together.

Soldier 
He’s defying God – if only God would do something.

Soldier
It was different when we had Samuel to lead us all we’ve got now is Saul.

Soldier 
If only we had a king who was faithful to God.  I’m sure He’d do something then.

Soldier 
What we need is someone who is really faithful. If only God would send us someone like that, a man full of faith.

Soldier 
Oh come on.  You know there is no one like that in this whole army – not even Jonathan and he’s a godly man if ever there was one.


Goliath has returned to exit as lights go out – pause lights on again – David enters

David
Shalom my brethren.

Eliab
David what are you doing here?

David
Our father wanted to know how you fare. Oh, and I’ve brought you parched corn and ten loaves.  And there are ten cheeses for your captain.

Eliab
Thank you David – we’ll fare a lot better with this food.


Goliath approaches down side aisle again.

Goliath
Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me.  I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man that we may fight together.

Soldier to DavidHave you seen this man that is come up?
David
What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine and taketh away the reproach from Israel.

Goliath
Come on, give me a man, that we may fight together.

Soldier
It shall be that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches.

Soldier
And give him his daughter in marriage.

Soldier
That’s all very well – but he has got to kill Goliath first, not Goliath kill him!
Goliath
I defy the armies of Israel this day.

David
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?
Goliath
Give me a man” – pauses – turns and leaves.

David
Our God is the living God – someone must answer the challenge.  I wonder…
Eliab
angrily David, why camest thou down hither? And with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness.

David
But Eliab…
Eliab
I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.

David
What have I now done? Is there not a cause?
Scene 4 David before Saul

David
Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight this Philistine.

Saul
Thou art not able to fight against this Philistine, thou art but a youth and he a man of war from his youth.

David
Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear and took a lamb out of the flock. I smote him and delivered the lamb out of his mouth.  I caught the lion by his beard and slew him.

Saul
A lion AND a bear you say!

David
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.

Saul
No, it wouldn’t be right – you’re only a youth.

David
The Lord that delivered me from the lion and the bear, will deliver me out of the hand of the Philistine.

Saul deliberates for a few moments

Saul
Go, and the Lord be with thee.


Saul claps hand for a servant girl

Saul
Bring my armour and my sword.  Jonathan my son you can help this young man put them on.


David is clothed with Saul’s armour.  Tries sword two or three times clumsily.

David
I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.


David takes off Saul’s armour.

Saul
But you must be protected against this Philistine.

David
No, I’ll take my sling and get 5 smooth stones out of the brook. Our God will give the victory.

Scene 5 David slays Goliath


Philistine and armour bearer before him with shield appear on platform. David comes down aisle on left side of hall with shepherds crook.

Goliath
Am I a dog that thou comest to me with staves? The gods of Dagon and Baal curse you, you young fool.

David
Thou comest to me with a sword and spear, but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel. This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, and I will smite thee and take thine head from thee, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. The Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our hands.


David runs forward with sling, stops just before platform and throws.  Goliath looks out from behind shield.  Slaps hand to forehead and falls forward on his face.  Armour bearer drops shield and runs off platform.  David cuts off head with Goliath’s sword and holds it up.  Sound of cheering.  Soldiers of Israel run down hall from rear, then across platform with swords out shouting

Soldiers
The battle is the Lords, the battle is the Lords.


Finally Saul comes onto the platform with Abner and Jonathan.

Saul
Abner, whose son is this youth?

Abner
As thy soul liveth O King, I cannot tell.


David re-enters – kneels before Saul.

Saul
Whose son art thou, thou young man?

David
I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.
Jonathan
Comes forward and embraces David I am Jonathan, King Saul is my father.  Kisses David on both cheeks, Jonathan takes David by the shoulders David, come with me. Put own robe on David Come David, beloved of the Lord, we’ll make a covenant of friendship together. Leads David off.


Women enter to music, singing and dancing.

Women 1
Saul hath slain his thousands.
Women 2
And David his ten thousands.

Saul 
in anger They have ascribed to David 10,000’s and to me they have ascribed but thousands: what can he have more than the kingdom.


Saul leaves – Jonathan and David re-enter talking together.

Voice
Ye are my children if you have David’s faith.  Believe in me, the living God and fight the battles of faith.  Thou, O man of God, flee temptation; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness.  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called 1 Timothy 6:11-12.

Scene 6 Jonathan and David

Jonathan
Saul my father seeketh to kill thee David, now therefore I pray thee, hide thyself.  I will talk with my father of thee, and what I see, that I will tell thee.


David hurries off stage. Saul enters from opposite side.  Jonathan bows to the king.

Jonathan
Let not the king sin against his servant David; because he hath not sinned against thee.  He did put his life in his hand and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel.  Why then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without cause?
Saul
thinks for a minute, looks at Jonathan As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.


Close curtains

Voice
But Saul’s bitterness against David increased. On one occasion he tried to smite David to the all with a javelin, but David escaped. Saul also sent messengers to David’s house to take him.  But warned by Michal, David’s wife and Saul’s daughter, David again escaped and fled to Samuel at Ramah.  When Saul came to Ramah he lay down naked all night and prophesied while David fled and came to Jonathan.  But I must go before the king misses me…”

Scene 7 David before Jonathan

David
O Jonathan, what have I done?  My father does nothing without telling me.  It is not so. Thy father knows that I have found grace in thine eyes and has said, let not Jonathan know lest he be grieved.  As truly as the Lord liveth, there is but a step between me and death.

Jonathan
Whatever you want I will do it.

David
Tomorrow is the new moon, and instead of sitting with the king at meat, I will go and hide in the field.  If thy father misses me, say, David asked me leave to go to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all his family.  If Saul says, ‘It is well’, I shall have peace.  But if he is very angry, then be sure evil is determined by him.

Jonathan
If evil is determined by my father, I will tell thee, and send thee away in peace: and the Lord be with thee.  And thou shalt show me kindness of the Lord that I die not.  And thou shalt not cut off kindness from my house for ever.


Both clasp each other.

David
This I swear by my love toward thee Jonathan.


Lights out – night passes.

Scene 8 Jonathan and David Part

Maid
to audience – in spotlight: At the feast, Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan and he said to his son (voice of Saul) Thou son of a perverse, rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse, to thine own confusion and to the confusion of thy father.

Maid
And Saul cast a javelin at his son Jonathan.  So Jonathan rose form the table in fierce anger for he was grieved for David because his father had done him shame.


Maid hurries away again. Lights on full. David hiding, Jonathan with bow/3 arrows approaches with his boy
Jonathan
Run and find out the arrows which I shoot. Jonathan shoots arrow off stage to side – boy runs off. Jonathan shoots again Is not the arrow beyond thee? Shoots again Make speed, haste, stay not. Boy comes back with three arrows. Go carry them to the city. Boy departs, David comes out of hiding. David bows to the ground three times before Jonathan – then they kiss on cheeks and weep till David exceeds.

Jonathan
Go in peace for we have sworn in the name of the Lord.


David and Jonathan part company in opposite directions.  At end of platform – turn – final sad salute.

Jonathan
The Lord be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed forever.


Curtain closes

Scene 9 David returns good for evil

Maid
David saw that Saul was seeking his life so he hid in the mountain wilderness of Ziph.  Saul sought David every day but God delivered him.


Jonathan, however went to David in the wood and strengthened his hand in God.

Jonathan
Ffear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth.

Narrator
So they made a covenant before the Lord – and Jonathan went to his house.
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