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Saul’s Life
Stage 2 

Saul’s Life

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Saul

· Servant

· Samuel

· People

· Men of Belial

· Goliath

· Abner

· Men (3x)

· Eliab

· Messenger

· Jonathan

· Ahimelech

· Advisors

· Achish

· Joab

· Doeg

· David

· Abishai


	


SCENE 1
SAUL'S ANOINTING
NARRATOR
There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, a mighty man of wealth.  And he had a son whose name was Saul.  Saul was choice and goodly and there was not among the children of Israel a comelier person that he;  from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people.


SAUL AND SERVANT

Lights fade in on Saul and servant looking for asses.
SAUL
Mt. Ephraim, Shalisha, Shalim, Benjamin and now we come to Zuph - we still haven't found the asses; father will soon forget about the asses and become anxious about us.  Let's go back home...

SERVANT
Wait a minute - a man of God is in this city, and this man of God is held in honour because everything he says always comes to pass.  If we go to see him he will tell us which way to go and your father won't be angry about how late we are - you know what he's like.

SAUL
Yes I know we only have 40 asses left without these.  But if we see this man of God what are we going to pay him with?  If he's that good he won't prophesy for nothing, and I haven't a thing.

SERVANT
It's all right - here's a quarter of a shekel for him that's sure to be enough.

SAUL
Well said - come let's go.

Lights fade.

SAMUEL AND SAUL - MAIDSERVANT AT HAND

SAMUEL
All the desire of Israel is set on you and your father's house.  Ye shall eat with me today and go on your way tomorrow.

SAUL
But I am a Benjaminite, the smallest tribe of Israel and my family hasn't even a good genealogy...

SAMUEL
Cook.  Bring me the reserved portion.

SAUL
Cook brings the food and sets it before Saul.  But...but...

SAMUEL
Behold that which has been reserved.  Set it before thee and eat.


Lights fade.
NARRATOR
So Saul ate with Samuel that day.  On the next day they arose early.  As Saul's servant went ahead Samuel anointed Saul and let him go to his father.  A short while after this Samuel called all Israel to Mizpah before Yahweh.


Spot on Samuel, people in background.
SAMUEL
Thus saith Yahweh, God of Israel, "I have brought up Israel out of Egypt and I delivered you from all the kingdoms that oppressed you.  But ye have this day rejected your God and have said unto Him - set up a king over us that we may be like other nations"


Samuel chooses Saul as the people file past him.


Here is your king.

PEOPLE
Give us a king .... He's from the tribe of Benjamin... Who has God chosen?... Benjamin ... Saul the son of Kish... The son of Kish... Saul the son of Kish...

SAMUEL
Yahweh has chosen Saul, the son of Kish.  Saul come forward and receive your people.


Pause.
ISRAELITE
He's not here.  His servant is here but Saul has disappeared.


Samuel prays while people mutter and search, then he rises to his feet.
SAMUEL
Behold he has hidden himself in the baggage.


Sends two to fetch him.  Saul reluctantly dragged to the forefront.

SAMUEL
Here is the man whom Yahweh has chosen - there is none like him among all the people.

PEOPLE
May the king live... let the king live... long live the king...may the king live...

SAMUEL
Go ye every man to his house.


All depart left.  Saul plus three go to right.
MEN OF BELIAL
As departing.  How can this man save us?  He was hiding in the baggage.  Can't you hear us little Saul?


Lights dim.  Curtain.
SCENE 2
DAVID'S ANOINTING

David tending sheep plays softly on bamboo pipe or stringed instrument.
NARRATOR
Now these be the last words of David.  David the son of Jesse said an the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 'The spirit of Yahweh spake by me and his word was in my tongue.  The God of Israel, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.  And he shall be a s the light of the morning without clouds;  as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.  Although my house be not so with God;  yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant ordered in all things, and sure;  for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow'.

VOICE
David, David come over here.  Samuel wants you.


Exits David.
NARRATOR
David was anointed for God's choice as king.  Yahweh seeth not as man seeth for man looketh on the outward appearance but Yahweh looks on the heart - arise anoint him for this is he.  And the war with the Philistines continued.  David was sent to the battle field in the valley of Elah with provisions for his brothers and there confronts the king whom the people have chosen.

SCENE 3
VALLEY OF ELAH

Saul pacing up and down;  throws helmet on ground.
SAUL
To Abner.  All right... you tell me what to do then.  You're the soldier around here, you get us out of this mess - God won't help me anymore.

ABNER
I have got an idea you know.  If we offer a reward for the man who kills Goliath I'm certain someone will try - even if he's killed it will at least take the pressure off us.

GOLIATH
In background talking down a pipe.  What are you doing here?  Playing soldiers?  Come on send someone down to fight me...


Lights dim as Saul moves away to the side and David comes on with provisions.
GOLIATH
Come on you cowards...


Enter David.  Three brethren out on wing.  David sees them.  In background Goliath says:


Come on you cowards what are you waiting for.  I'm only an uncircumcised groveller.  Come on.  Pick out your best man to fight me.  Ha, ha, ha...


David is dumbfounded at the claims of Goliath.

DAVID
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he defies the armies of the living God?


At this time some of the men turn around and look at him.

ONE SAYS
I'll tell you who he is - he's Goliath.  He's been coming out here for 40 days, absolutely demoralising us.  Saul said if anyone is brave enough to go out there to kill him, he will give him his daughter and great riches.

DAVID
Well, why hasn't somebody gone out there, he's defied our God.  Why doesn't somebody do something?

ELIAB
Arrogantly.  What do you think you're doing down here.  Who said you could leave those few sheep you had back there.  I know the pride of your heart, you've come down to see the battle haven't you?  Does your father know you're here?

DAVID
Of course he does, he sent me.  But whose going to do something about Goliath.


Singles out people.  Are you going to?  What about you?


Goliath yells.  Curtain.
SAUL
So you think you can take him on do you?

DAVID
Let no man's heart fail him, thy servant will go and fight him.

SAUL
Oh, but you're just a youth.

DAVID
That may be so, but a while ago I was tending me sheep, and one day there came a lion and another day a bear, and I slew both of them.  If thy servant can slay a lion and a bear, then this animal shall be as one fo them.  Yahweh delivered me out of the mouth of the lion and of the bear, and shall deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.

SAUL
David, you go, and I hope Yahweh is with you - you can try on my armour if you like.

DAVID
Hesitatingly.  Oh, no, I have not tested it, this sling should be enough.

SAUL
All right David, I'll leave you to him.


David puts 5 stones in a bag.  Goliath comes on ranting and raving - stops amazed to see a stripling.
GOLIATH
Am I a dog?  I curse you by Dagon, you come to me David and I'll give your flesh to the fowls of the air and beasts of the field.

DAVID
You come to me with a sword and spear and a shield, but I come to you representing Yahweh of Armies, the God of the Armies of Israel, whom ye have defiled.  This day will Yahweh deliver thee into mine hand, and I will smite you, and take your head from you and give the carcases of the armies of the Philistines to the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field, and then all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel and all this assembly will know that Yahweh saveth not with the sword and with the spear, because the battle is Yahweh's and He will give it into our hands.


David slings stone at Goliath's head.
DAVID
Come on, let's go.


Curtain.
NARRATOR
Israel pursued and slew the Philistines taking a great spoil and David took Goliath's head to Jerusalem.  Upon his return he came into the court of Saul.  Saul enquired of him and would let him go no more home to his fathers house for he was made a leader in the army.  David conscientiously did all that Saul asked and behaved himself wisely receiving God's blessing and the acclaim of the people.


Saul on stage - on throne.  Messenger enters (Abner).
MESSENGER
Saul have you heard what they are saying out there.

SAUL
No, what?

ABNER
Saul has slain his thousands, but David his ten thousands.


At this Saul puffs chest out and narrows eyes.
SAUL
Humph.  Ten thousands hey... thousands.  They're giving David all the glory and what else can he have but the kingdom.  Ten thousand is it, well, we'll see about that.


Saul calms down, an evil look comes upon him.  Servant enters with plate of fruit, bows offering it to Saul who dashes it to the ground.  Servant backs out hastily.
SERVANT
To Abner.  My lord, we had better call David to play his harp for the king.

ABNER
Yes quite so, call him immediately, nothing else will calm Saul down at the moment except David's skill with the harp.

SERVANT
David, David.  You are needed immediately.  The king requires (David enters) your skill with the harp to calm his spirit.  

David enters quietly and sits playing his harp while Saul sharpens a javelin.  Saul whips around suddenly and hurls his spear at David.
SAUL
I will show you who's the greatest here David.  I will pin you to the wall... I missed.


David has ducked away out of sight. 

NARRATOR
Saul continued to eye David from that day forward and sought many times to kill him.  David and Jonathan, Saul's son, had formed a strong enduring friendship and did his best to stop Saul from killing or harming David.  Yet Saul persisted in seeking his life.  David knew that Saul would slay him if he went to the feast of the new moon, although if he didn't he might make the situation worse.  Saul had told Jonathan that he wanted David at the feast, but David dare not be there.

SCENE 4  
THE FEAST

One place empty, everyone talking, laughing, eating and suddenly...
SAUL
Angry.  Where is David, Jonathan, he should be here.  I thought that he may have been sick yesterday but there can be no excuse today.

JONATHAN
David asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem for a family sacrifice.  His brother commanded him to go and he begged leave of me.

SAUL
Fierce.  You son of a perverse, rebellious woman.  Don't you know you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own confusion.  Look, as long as he liveth you shall not be established and you will never be king.  No, go and get him and bring him to me and he shall surely die.

JONATHAN
What has he done that is worthy of death?


Storms off as Saul picks up his javelin.
SCENE 5
DAVID COMES TO NOB
NARRATOR
Jonathan came to David at their pre-arranged meeting place and signalled that David should flee making a covenant with David in the name of Yahweh and David fled to the priests of the city of Nob.

AHIMELECH
Frightened and anxious.  Why have you come here alone David, how is it that no-one else is with you?

DAVID
The king gave me a commandment to do some urgent business for him and I'm not allowed to let anyone know what I was sent for, or what I was commanded to do.  Now tell me, what have you got under your hand - I want five loaves or as many as you can give me.

AHIMELECH
I haven't got any ordinary, only the hallowed shewbread.  You can only have it if you have been ceremonially clean.

DAVID
I have been for the last three days.

AHIMELECH
All right.  You can have this since there is nothing else.

DAVID
One other thing, would you be able to give me a sword or spear.  I didn't have time to get my own weapons, the King's business was so urgent.

AHIMELECH
Now let me think...I know.  The sword of Goliath the Philistine is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod, you can have that, because we haven't got any other weapons beside that one.

DAVID
That'll be fine, there is no better sword than that one.  


Doeg comes on stage and stops seeing David, then walks off again.
DAVID
Oh no, Doeg is sure to tell Saul now.  We will have to get out of here, where can we go?  Looks at the sword.  I know, he would never think we would go down there.  We will go to Gath.

SCENE 6
GATH
NARRATOR
Knowing that Saul would never follow him, David flees in desperation to Achish the King of Gath, right into the heart of Philistine territory.


Achish seated, advisors around him.  David walks past he stops in the wing.
ADIVSORS
Isn't that David the king of the land.  Didn't they sing to each other about him, how Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands?  I don't know why you let him stay here Achish.

ACHISH
All right, go and bring him to me.  David enters, escorted.
DAVID
Ah yooo gaaa haaaw hoooo cooooooo etc.  (Feigns madness).
ACHISH
Look.  Look at him will you.  A mad man playing his games.  What did you bring him to me for?  Don't you think there is enough madmen around here already?  Get rid of him - take him away.

SCENE 7
THE CAVE OF ADULLAM
NARRATOR
His desperate plan having failed, David flees to the caves of the north.

JOAB
You sure did pick a good spot to hide here David.  He'll never find us here.

ABISHAI
Who cares if he does?  I've been saving this spear especially for Saul's fifth rib.

GUARD
There is someone coming.  Enter Mr.X.

SCENE 8
SAUL AT NOB
NARRATOR
David, still on the run, fled with his family and his 400 followers across the Jordan River to the city of Mizpeh which is in the country of Moab.  He then went before the King of Moab and asked if his father and mother could reside in Moab until there was peace in Israel.


The King of Moab consented to do this and David's father and mother dwelt with the King of Moab as long as David was being hunted.  Not long after this, the prophet Gad came to David and said that David should go to the land of Judah.


Saul sitting under tree looking miserable.
ABNER
We have just received news that the prophet Gad went to David and told him to go into the land of Judah.

SAUL
Brightens up.  Great.  Now listen to me my Benjamitish brothers - is this son of Jesse going to draw you all away from me, or are you going to remain loyal to your King?  Is he going to make you commanders of hundreds and captains of thousands (with self pity) and give you fields and vineyards so you will all conspire against me.  No one told me that my son had made a league with him, no one told me that my son stirred him up against me, to try and ambush me.  No one sorry for me!

DOEG
Looking around anxiously, nasal voice as he comes crawling forward.  I saw the son of Jesse down at Nob.  Abimelech enquired of Yahweh for him and gave him food and a sword.

SAUL
Go and get those priests.  Enter Abimelech.  Listen to me, son of Ahitub.

AHIMELECH
Here I am my lord.

SAUL
Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse in that you have given him bread and a sword and have enquired of God for him, so that he riseth up against me and lies in wait as unto this day.

AHIMELECH
Who among your servants is so faithful as David, who is the Kings son-in-law, and captain over your body guard and honoured in your house?  Today is not the first time I have enquired of God for him.  Do not impute to your servant for I have known nothing of David being a traitor.

SAUL
You shall surely die Ahimelech.  You and your fathers house.

SAUL to ABNER
Turn and kill the priests of Yahweh, because their hand also is with David.  They knew he had fled and did not tell me.  Kill them now.  

He backs off.  Saul looks at Goeg.  Doeg nods.  Exit Ahimelech and Doeg.
SCENE 9
ABIATHAR TELLS DAVID

Abiathar runs in.
ABIATHAR
David, David.  All the priests have been killed at Nob.  Saul commanded Doeg to slay them.

DAVID
I knew it.  That day at Nob when Doeg was there.  I thought he would tell Saul.

ABIATHAR
And thats not all.  He killed, he killed every man, woman and child in the place and all the cattle and sheep.  I am the only one left alive.

DAVID
You will be able to stay with us now Abiathar.  You will be safe here.

SCENE 10
DAVID AND JONATHAN
ABIATHAR
What's worrying you David.

DAVID
I'm terrified of Saul. He is fanatical and determined to get me.  Every day since we escaped from Keilah we have seen his spies out searing for us.  It's really getting me down this running here and there.  I'm sick of being hunted down like an animal on the run.


Exit Abiathar.
JONATHAN
Shouts from distance.  David.  Runs onto stage as David stands up.  How are you?  Haven't seen you for a long time.

DAVID
It's great to see you again Jonathan but things aren't too good with us.

JONATHAN
Oh, what's happened.

DAVID
A couple of weeks ago a messenger told us the Philistines were attacking Keilah and taking all the grain that had been threshed.  So we went and slaughtered them, and got their cattle.  Then we thought we'd stay in Keilah for a while and enjoy their hospitality.  But somehow Saul found out we were there, and he would have come down and destroyed the city on my account.  And when I enquired of Yahweh He said that the men of Keilah would have held me and delivered me over to Saul.

DAVID
That's how they showed their gratitude for being saved from the Philistines.  So we ran for it.  Every day since we have been hiding down here in the wilderness of Ziph, we've seen a spy looking for us, ready to tell Saul where we are.  It's getting me down Jonathan being hunted like a dog.  I don't know what the future holds.

JONATHAN
Don't worry too much David because I'm absolutely sure that Saul my father will never lay his hands on you.  And if you wonder about the future, I'll tell you this - you're going to be king over Israel and I want to be next to you.  And Saul realises that God is with you and that it is only a matter of time before the inevitable happens - and I want to be associated with you when it does.

DAVID
I'm glad you came Jonathan, you have strengthened my hand in God.

JONATHAN
I must go quickly.  They'll be looking for me.  I'll talk to you later.


Runs off.
SCENE 11
DAVID AT ZIPH
NARRATOR
David was dwelling in the land of the Ziphites, and the Ziphites knew well where David was.  The Ziphites betrayed David and went to King Saul and offered to help him capture David.  David fled to the Wilderness of Maon and Saul pursued after him.


Saul and men on stage, with Ziphites.
SAUL
Well, have you pin-pointed him yet?

MR. Y
One of the Ziphites.  Eh, eh, yes.  He's just over that hill.

SAUL
Good..good.  Tell the men to circle around him.

DAVID
I don't like it, there are spies all over the place.  Saul is getting dangerously close.

JOAB
Here comes Abishai with some news.

ABISHAI
Puff, pant.  They're just on the other side of the hill.

DAVID
Come on quick, over there men.

ABNER
He's running like a scared rabbit.

SAUL
Right, I think we have him at last, ah, hah, hah.  Tell the men to close in on him.

DAVID
Frightened, running.  Stops suddenly seeing he is encircled.  

Dogs have compassed me about.  The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me.  They have set the eyes bowing down to the earth.  Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey as it were.  A young lion lurking in secret places.  Arise O Yahweh, disappoint him.  Cast him down.  Deliver us from the wicked by the sword.

SAUL
What's the situation Abner.

ABNER
We're ready to move in.

SAUL
Excellent, excellent.  We shall now finish it off. 


Messenger enters.
Mr. Z
Saul, Saul, Saul.  The Philistines have invaded.  You must come quickly - they are swarming in.

SAUL
Oh, no.

ABNER
What's the good of getting David, if the Philistines get us.

SAUL
Come on.

NARRATOR
So David and his men escaped to Engedi.  After meeting Saul in the cave, they fled to the wilderness of Paran.

DAVID
Abner, Abner.  Are you afraid to answer Abner?  You're a mighty valiant man aren't you.  You're the kings right hand man.  You didn't do a very good job tonight.  I could have destroyed your lord.  You've been slipping on the job Abner, and that's worthy of death.

ABNER
Awaking out of sleep.  You haven't been anywhere near the king.

DAVID
Where is his spear?

SAUL
Is this thy voice my son David?

DAVID
It is my Lord O King.  Why, why do you pursue after your servant.  What have I done, what evil is in mine hand?  I don't want to take your crown away, you are the king.  Don't let ambitious men stir you up against me.  Why does the king come out to seek me, what have I done?  Why do you have an army to kill a flea?

SAUL
Despondent, repentant.  I have sinned.  I have played the fool and erred exceedingly.  Brighter.  Return, my son David, I will do thee no more harm, because you have spared my life.


Pause.  David is wary.
DAVID
I don't believe you have really changed.  Why don't you just come and get your spear.  Your life was in my hands tonight.  I could have taken it.  So let my life be in the hands of Yahweh, and let Him deliver me, and let Him render to every man his righteousness.  Come and get your spear and go back to your old way, because I know you will.

SAUL
Blessed are you my son David.  You shall see great things and will still prevail.

NARRATOR
So David went and dwelt in Gath, distrusting Saul's promise that he would leave David along.  Saul, however, is busied with trouble elsewhere and gathers together an army to fight the Philistines at Shunem.  Knowing that Yahweh is no longer with him and uncertain as to what to do, Saul stealthily moves from his own army, through the Philistines camp to seek out a witch that was living on the other side of the Philistines camp at Endor.


Saul at one stage had killed all the witches in the land of Israel.  The witch at Endor survived and Saul was now going to try to use this woman to enquire of Yahweh.  The result is despair.

SCENE 12
WITCH OF ENDOR
WITCH
What do you want?

SAUL
I want you to conjure up a familiar spirit.

WITCH
You know what Saul did to all those that have familiar spirits.  Are you trying to get me killed:

SAUL
I know Saul personally and I promise you that no-one will touch you.  I want you to bring Samuel up.  


Waves hands.  Samuel appears.
WITCH
Why have you tricked me?  You are Saul.

SAMUEL
What's troubling you, Saul?

SAUL
Near tears.  I am sore distressed for the Philistines make war against me and God is departed from me and answers me no more, neither by prophets nor by dreaming dreams.

SAMUEL
What good can I do if Yahweh has left you.  I told you before Saul, Yahweh hath taken the kingdom from you and given it to David because you have rejected him, he has rejected you.  You did not expect his fierce wrath on Amalek, and behold, tomorrow you and your sons will die at the hand of the Philistines.


Samuel disappears.  Saul collapses on ground, sobbing.
SCENE 13
SAUL SLAIN ON GILBOA

Battle scene.  Philistines swarm across stage leaving Saul and Jonathan dead.  In the midst of the battle a voice comes to Saul "You have rejected my word and I have rejected thee from being king over Israel" (narrated in deep male voice).  Following these words, Saul is slain.
NARRATOR
I gave thee in my anger, and took him away in my wrath.

SCENE 14
DAVID'S LAMENT

2 Samuel 19:19-27 - "the beauty of Israel is slain upon the high place.  How are the mighty fallen".
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