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David & Goliath
Stage 2 

David & Goliath

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Jesse

· David

· King Saul

· Goliath

· Soldier

· Eliab

	


NARRATOR
Now, have you ever seen a giant?  Have you ever read any stories about giants?  Perhaps you may remember Jack in the beanstalk or the little Tailor.  Well, what is a giant?  Is he big or is he small?  Yes, big.  Well, our story today is about a giant called Goliath.  Can you say that name, Goliath.  Yes, G O L I A T H, but the difference about the story of David and Goliath is that our story is a true one, it is not a fairy story. 

NARRATOR
Do you remember on our last tape to you we got to the part that David was anointed with oil by a prophet.  What was the name of that prophet?  Samuel, yes.  And why did Samuel anoint David.  Because David had been chosen by Yahweh to be the next king of Israel.  After anointing David, Samuel went back to Ramah and David went on with his work of minding the sheep.  He must have wondered a lot how it was going to come about that one day he would become the king of Israel.  He would sit out there on the green slopes of Bethlehem, minding the sheep, watching them to make sure they had plenty of grass to eat, taking them down to the brook for cold, clean water, keeping the animals away from them, the wild animals.  You know, a shepherds life was a very busy one, if he did his job properly, that is.  But during the sunny afternoon when the sheep were quietly grazing and chewing the cud, David would think of Gods promise and play on his harp or pipe some of the songs of Israel.   (David playing his harp).
NARRATOR 
David's skill and love of music reached the ears of king Saul and he was sent for to play the harp before the king.  Since Samuel had told Saul that God had rejected him as king, he had violent moods of depression, moods of bad tempers and rages and it seems that only the soft sweet sounds of music would soothe him.  After some time when Saul felt better, David returned to Bethlehem and his minding of the sheep.  (David playing his pipe).  

NARRATOR 
But David's days of peace were nearing an end for now Israel was at war.  A nation of people called the Philistines who lived near the coast in the southern part of Palestine had invaded Israel and pitched their tents in the valley of Elah about 12 miles from Bethlehem.  When the Philistine soldiers camped on one side of the valley, King Saul gathered his army together and camped on the other side of the hill and there they were, the two armies camped within sight and calling but never coming together to battle to see who would win or lose.  Neither of the armies would go down into the valley.  For 40 days the two armies stayed there.  Why do you think they didn't fight?  Why hadn't Saul led his soldiers straight away - and destroyed those evil people who dared to curse the God of Heaven and tried to steal his land?  Well, you see, Saul was afraid.  But why was he afraid and who was he afraid of?  Well, there were a lot of people in Israel who couldn't understand why the battle was taking so long and one of these people was Jesse of Bethlehem.

JESSE
David my son.

DAVID
Yes father, have you had news of the battle, have thy won?

JESSE
I have heard nothing and that is what worries me.  I have heard nothing these 40 days.  I can't understand why your brothers have not returned.  I must confess, I am becoming anxious.  Now I want you to take some of this parched corn and these 10 loaves and carry them as quickly as you can to your brothers at the camp.

DAVID
Will they let me in the camp do you think, father?

JESSE
Take these 10 cheeses and give them to the captain with my greetings.  Find out how your brothers are getting on and bring me back word of the battle.

DAVID
Alright father, I will go at once.

NARRATOR 
David got up very early in the morning, loaded an ass with the figs and set off across the hills on his journey to the valley of Elah.  At last he came to where the wagons made a barricade around the camp and leaving the ass with the keeper of the baggage he gave the cheeses to the captain and went to find his brother.  But suddenly there came a great shout from across the valley.

GOLIATH
Ho there you cowards, come out and fight!

DAVID
Excuse me, soldier, who is that that calls the men of Israel cowards.

SOLDIER
Don't you know, it is the giant Goliath of Gath that challenges Israel.  He is a terrible man.  Everybody is afraid of him.

DAVID
Why, is he not a man like all men.

SOLDIER
Oh, would that he were, haven't you seen him lad.  No.  Then come aside here where you can get a better view of the hills.  Here.  Now, look over there.  Now tell me what you see.

DAVID
I see a great man, a man built like a mountain, he is so huge.

SOLDIER
Yes, a man like a mountain and imagine the strength.  Nearly 10 feet high, covered in great brass armour that none can pierce.  Did you see his sword, big enough to split you in two, the spear like a waver's beam and a great shield carried by his armour bearer who goes before him.  There is not a man in Israel that would dare to come within striking range of him.  The king has promised great riches and his daughter's hand in marriage to anyone who can kill him. Yeh, but you see no one dares to fight him.  It is as you say the man is built like a mountain.

DAVID
With faith a man can move mountains.

ELIAB
David, there you are.  I was told you were in the camp.

DAVID
Eliab!  I am glad to see you.

ELIAB
David this is no place for you, why are you not at home minding the sheep.  You young rascal, I bet you sneaked off to have a look at the battle, and here I find you meddling in something you have no knowledge off.

DAVID
Oh, what have I done wrong Eliab.  Isn't it right to speak what is true.  Why is everyone afraid of this Goliath.  He is an enemy of our God and must be destroyed.

NARRATOR 
David's words were told the king Saul in his tent and Saul sent for David and questioned him.

DAVID
King Saul, don't let anyone be afraid because of this Philistine.  I will go and fight him.

KING SAUL
You lad.  Huh, you cannot go, you are only a boy and this giant has been a fighter from his youth.  What do you know of fighting?

DAVID
Quite a lot sire.  I am a shepherd and keep my father's sheep.  A shepherd must always be prepared to defend his sheep whenever danger threatens.  I have killed both a lion and a bear while minding the sheep.

KING SAUL
A lion and a bear?  By yourself?

DAVID
Oh no sire?  Not by myself but by God who strengthened me.  Give me permission to fight this Philistine and, in truth, with God's help, he will be no more than the lion or the bear.

NARRATOR 
Saul was most impressed by the fearlessness of the youth and also very moved by his complete faith in God.  Perhaps, he thought to himself, the courage of this lad was what was needed to put heart into his army and so he agreed to let David fight the giant.

SAUL
But you must take my own armour, lad, for protection.  It is the finest in Israel.

DAVID
Thank you sire but the armour is too heavy.  I would not know how to handle the weapons of a soldier.  I am a shepherd and I will take those things which I am used to.  I have my shepherd's sling.

NARRATOR 
Down to the brook of water David made his way and carefully chose five smooth stones and put them into the shepherd bag at his waist.

DAVID
One, two, three, four, five.

NARRATOR 
With his head held high, David walked towards the spot where the great giant was calling out in defiance and boasting.  Meanwhile the news spread like wildfire through the camp that David the shepherd boy was going to fight Goliath.  All the army of Israel ran down to watch, among them his brothers, Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah.  Everyone watched, holding their breath in fear and excitement as the small figure of the lad stopped and then the huge voice of the Philistine bellowed forth.

GOLIATH
Ho there you cowards, send me a man that he may fight with me.

DAVID
Look no further, Goliath of Gath, for here am I, ready.

GOLIATH
What!  Do they think I am a dog that they send me a BOY with sticks and stones.  Come near me you young puppy and by Dagon the god of the Philistines, I swear I will leave your carcass for the wild beasts of the field to eat.

DAVID
You come tome in armour and with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of israel whom you have defied.  This day God will deliver you into my hands and all this assembly shall know that Yahweh saveth not with sword or spear for the battle is his.

GOLIATH
By Dagon, you shall not live long.

NARRATOR 
The armies of the Philistines and the Israelites watched. The soldiers of Saul thrilled to hear David's defiance of this frightful man. The gap between them closed.  David suddenly ran towards Goliath.  Taking a round smooth stone and placing it in his sling he whirled it around and around his head and with a prayer in his heart he released the end of the sling and the stone flew through the air.  Like a great tree the giant crashed to the earth.  The stone had sunk into the one spot that was not protected by the giants armour, his forehead.  Quickly David race up, drew the giants own sword from his great sheath and cut off his head and a mighty shout went up from the armies of Israel.  Seeing the champion of the hated Philistines dead they surged into battle, eager now to come to grips with the enemy.  And what of the enemy.  Well, like all bullies when their leader is beaten they all ran away with the Israelites close behind them.  And there we come to the end of one of the finest and most wonderful stories in the Bible.  The story of how the young shepherd boy David, slew the great giant Goliath of the Philistines.
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