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David’s Anointing
Stage 2 

 David’s Anointing

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Person 

· Samuel

· Jesse

· Eliab

· Voice of God

· David

	


NARRATOR
And now today we started the anointing of David the Shepherd boy as king.  Now, can you tell me what was the name of the first king of Israel?  Yes.  Saul.  That's right.  You remember of course that Saul was chosen from among the tribe of Benjamin and Saul had been out looking for some lost animals of his father's.  What sort of animals were they?  Asses, donkeys?  And Samuel the prophet had been told to anoint him as king of Israel.  


First of all, Saul was a good man but he was quite unfitted to be king because he hadn't learnt to throw himself completely on God's guidance to ask him to help him to lead the people. In a way, you know, he was rather like the asses that had strayed away and got lost.  You have heard people say, haven't you, as stubborn as a mule or a donkey.  Well, Saul was rather like them.  He grew proud, he refused to be guided in the ways of God and when he did wrong and it was pointed out to him, he would not humble himself but he would try to blame other people, so rather like those asses, he went his own way and he did that which was right in his own eyes like Cain and like the people did in the time of the judges and gradually Saul strayed and the further he strayed away from the truth, the further he got from God until like the asses, he was completely lost.  And God rejected him for his disobedience.  


Now Samuel the prophet was very unhappy about this because, of course, he had anointed Saul in the first place and he was sad to see the mess which Saul had made in leading the people but God told him not to mourn any longer but to go to a little town called Bethlehem and there from among the sons of a man named Jesse, he would choose a man to rule after Saul died.


And so Samuel got ready for the journey but he was rather nervous about it because he knew that if Saul heard about the reasons for his journey, he would be very angry and so God told him to take a young heifer and call the people together for a sacrifice making this the reason for his visit.  So with a horn of oil and leading the heifer with him he came to Bethlehem.  The people are rather alarmed when they see Samuel coming, they know that here is a man that is not feared to tell the king of Israel that he has sinned and they wonder just why he has come.

PERSON
Greetings my Lord Samuel, we are indeed honoured by this visit.  I hope that nothing is wrong, that you come peaceably, my Lord.

SAMUEL
An honest heart has nothing to fear, my son.  Have you been cheating your neighbours again?

PERSON
Oh, oh, oh, why, oh, why my Lord, Samuel, how could, how could you suggest such a thing, oh, my Lord...

SAMUEL
Have no fear.  I come in peace.  I have come to make a sacrifice to the God of heaven.

NARRATOR
And so the next day the sacrifice was made and all the people came together and worshipped Yahweh.  Afterwards Samuel sought out Jesse and was invited back to his house.  Imagine Jesse's surprise when Samuel revealed the real reason for his visit.

JESSE
My lord Samuel, Yahweh has prospered me.  I have olive groves, vineyards, fields of barley and my flocks are large and healthy and now you have told me that Yahweh has sent you to anoint one of my sons to be king of Israel.  I find this hard to believe.  Which of my sons is it to be, my Lord.

SAMUEL
Let your sons pass before me Jesse and we will see which one Yahweh will choose for I cannot tell.  Your name my son?
ELIAB
Eliab, my Lord Samuel.  The elder son of my father Jesse.

SAMUEL
Surely Yahweh's anointed is before me.

V. OF GOD
“Look not on his countenance nor the height of his stature for I have refused him for Yahweh seeth not as man seeth for man looketh on the outward appearance but Yahweh looketh upon the heart”.  
NARRATOR
So Samuel passed to the next son, Abinadab.  Samuel paused and spoke.

SAMUEL
The Lord hath not chosen thee either.

NARRATOR
Next, Shamar the third son was presented but he too was rejected by God.  Then one by one the rest of the sons of Jesse passed before Samuel.  But each time the answer was the same, "The Lord hath not chosen thee either".  Now Samuel was puzzled.  All the young men in the room had been rejected.  The prophet thought for a moment and then he said:

SAMUEL
Jesse, are all thy sons here?

JESSE
There yet remaineth the youngest but he is out minding the sheep.

SAMUEL
Send for him.

JESSE
But, my Lord, he is only a lad, not yet old enough.

SAMUEL
Send for him.

NARRATOR
Samuel insisted and so Eliab was sent out to fetch David, the youngest of all the sons of Jesse.  Where was he?  Yes, he was out on the slopes of Bethlehem, minding his father's sheep.  Eliab ran calling to him.

ELIAB
David!  David!  Come quickly.

DAVID
Why!  Eliab, whatever is the matter?  You look quite excited.

ELIAB
Excited news indeed!  The prophet Samuel came to Bethlehem yesterday and held a sacrifice and everyone was there.

DAVID
I know!  I heard from one of the other boys who was minding his father's goats.  Oh, what is he like Eliab.  I have heard he is very fierce, not a man to take kindly to fools.  Oh!  How I would have liked to have been there.

ELIAB
Your job is to mind the flocks David and no-one does that better than you.

DAVID
Oh, I don't really mind Eliab.  To tell you the truth, I think I prefer my sheep to some of the chatterboxes in the market place.  Look at that one over there with the wrinkled brow.  Doesn't he remind you of Uncle Abel and this one here with the soft brown eyes, see how she keeps near me.  It is as though she is too frightened to stray away from the sound of my voice.  I call her Leah and that one over there I call...

ELIAB
David, David my little brother, you are just like a mother hen with all her chicks the way you fuss over the sheep, but I shouldn't tease you, perhaps it is because you take good care of them that they trust you so much.  I do believe you know more about the ways of sheep than any other shepherd in Bethlehem you can certainly manage the flock without much trouble.

DAVID
Oh, a flock of sheep is no trouble Eliab, if you take the trouble to know them.  You know, sheep are just like people, when you know and love them, it is so much easier to know and understand their ways.  Some men are good at fighting like you and Abinadab and Shamar, but me, I think I am good for nothing but looking after sheep, it is just as well since I like it so much.  Besides, I can practice my harp and my pipe on the hillside.  Hey, shall I play you my newest tune.

ELIAB
Oh no, I almost forgot what I came for.  The prophet Samuel is at our house and you are bidden to go to our father immediately.

DAVID
Samuel at our house?  But, but, why.

ELIAB
Don't ask so many questions.  Quickly, now off you go.  You will find out soon enough.

DAVID
Oh, but the sheep  Eliab.  I can't leave them by themselves.

ELIAB
And a good shepherd as always.  Never leave the sheep unattended.  I will mind them until you send one of the other shepherds from home.  Now hurry, the others will not sit down at the feast until you are there.

DAVID
Oh thank you Eliab.  I will send someone immediately to relieve you so that you can come also.  Oh, keep an eye on Leah the other sheep tend to bully her if I am not there.

ELIAB
I will.  I will.  Now run like the wind.

NARRATOR
And so David came to his father's house.

DAVID
I am sorry to be so long father.  You wanted me.

JESSE
Yes my son, this is the prophet Samuel.  You have no doubt heard of him.

DAVID
Indeed father, who has not.  Your servant, my Lord.

SAMUEL
David, do you see this horn of oil?  Do you know what it is used for?

DAVID
Why sir, didn't you anoint King Saul with oil, as the priests are anointed.

SAMUEL
That is correct my son.  And today I have come to anoint a new king to take over the rulership when King Saul dies.  I was directed by Yahweh to this house to choose a man among you.

DAVID
One of my brothers...

SAMUEL
No, my son.  Kneel down for I have found the next king for Israel.

NARRATOR
And so the young shepherd boy David was anointed to be the next King of Israel.  A young lad whom nobody thought important enough to invite him home to the feast but someone in whom God could see all the important things that would matter in the making of a good King.  David, a man after God's own heart.
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au

Page 1 of 11
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au
Page 5 of 5

[image: image1.jpg]