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Israel’s history from Samuel to David
Stage 2 

Israel’s History from Samuel to David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator 1
· Narrator 2
· Elder 1

· Elder 2

· Elder 3

· Elder 4

· Elder 5

· People of Israel x5

· Israelite 1

· Israelite 2

· David

· Jesse

· Jesse's sons x3

· Army
· Samuel

· Voice of God

· Voice of Goliath

· Voice from Crowd

· Brethren

· Eliab

· Abinadab

· Shammah

· Soldier

· Saul

	


SCENE 1
NARRATOR
Samuel judged Israel for many years and during this time the Philistines were subdued.  This allowed the people to settle down in their inheritance.


Samuel travelled from year to year through the land, teaching God's ways and encouraging the people to worship God with all their heart.


But Samuel grew old and his sons, just like Eli's, were not fit to take his place.  We take up the story as the elders of Israel come to Ramah to discuss their request for a king.


Samuel - old man - sitting quietly;  elders enter, all bow respectfully.  Samuel pleased to see them.
SAMUEL
Welcome my brethren.  How nice to see you all again.  I have just been sitting here thinking of how Yahweh has blessed us in these last few years with such times of peace and deliverance from the Philistines.


Elders nod gravely - look a bit uncomfortable.

But how are you all?  And how did of you to come to see me .... did you have anything in particular that you wanted to talk to me about?


Elders look at each other, at floor, cough, shuffle, etc.
ELDER 1
Yes Samuel.  We have come to make a special request.

SAMUEL
Smiling, patting shoulder of one.  


Oh, what is it brethren?

ELDER 2
Samuel, you are old now.  


Samuel nods sadly.
ELDER 3
And your sons do not walk in your ways. 


Samuel nods gravely, strokes beard thoughtfully.
ELDER 4
Now therefore make us a king.


Samuel looks startled.
SAMUEL
What did you say?

ELDER 5
Yes Samuel, we want a king to judge us like all the other nations. 

SAMUEL
I don't like this idea at all brethren.  I need time to pray to God.  Call the people together in two days' time and I will tell them what God has said.


Elders shake Samuel's hand and leave:  Samuel sinks to his knees to pray.  Lights fade.
VOICE
Hearken to the people in all that they say to thee:  for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.


Lights come on.  Crowd of people on stage talking excitedly together.  Hush as Samuel enters with walking stick.  Whispers of "Here comes Samuel".
SAMUEL
Greetings brethren.  The elders have told me that you want a king.  But don't you know that YAHWEH is your king?  He is the one who fights your battles.  He is the one who has given you peace from the Philistines.  Will you reject HIM from being your king?

VOICE FROM

 CROWD
Yes!  A king we can see!  A king we can see!

SAMUEL
But you don't know what human kings are like.  A king will take your sons to be his soldiers and to reap his fields and to make his weapons.  He will make your daughters his cooks and take the best of your fields, your vineyards, your animals.


YOU WILL BE HIS SERVANTS.

ALL THE PEOPLE


No!  We WILL have a king to reign over us.

ISRAELITE 1
A king to judge us.

ISRAELITE 2
A king to go out before us and fight our battles.

SAMUEL
So be it.  Go you every man to his city.


Lights off, curtain across.  Sounds of people moving off but crowd stay on stage.


Lights on.

SAMUEL
Bringing Saul with him.

See whom God has chosen as your king.  Saul the son of Kish.

ALL THE PEOPLE


Cheer.

Long live the king!  Long live the king!


Lights off.  People move off stage.

SCENE 2
NARRATOR
Saul was a shy unknown farmer who suddenly found himself chosen as the first king of Israel.  The requirements of God were outlined simply by Samuel - the new king would be kept in power so long as he obeyed God.


Saul began well but soon showed that he was not prepared to be faithful to His heavenly king.  And so the dreadful words came:


Samuel's voice on tape

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you from being king ... Yahweh has rent the kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has given it to a neighbour of thine, who is better than you.

NARRATOR
And Samuel mourned for Saul.

VOICE
You have mourned long enough for Saul.  Now take a vial of olive oil and go to Bethlehem and find a man named Jesse, for I have selected one of his sons to be the new king.

NARRATOR
Samuel was afraid to go.  He said that if Saul heard about it he would kill him.  But God told Samuel to take a heifer and say that he had come to sacrifice.  Jesse and his sons were to be called tot he sacrifice.


Lights on elders of Bethlehem talking together on far side of stage. 
ELDER 1
Jothan, I have heard that Samuel is on his way to Bethlehem.

ELDER 2
Oh!  I wonder if someone in our town has sinned a great sin.

ELDER 3
Surely not.  But what an honour it is to have him here in our little town.  We must make him feel welcome.

ELDER 4
Yes!  Let's go and meet him.


Walk towards other side of stage as Samuel comes up steps.
ELDERS
(together) Welcome Samuel.  Yahweh be with you.

SAMUEL
Yahweh be with you my sons.  It is good to see you.

ELDER 2
But have you come in peace Samuel?

SAMUEL
Yes, yes, in peace brethren.  I have come to make a sacrifice to our God.  Make yourselves holy and come with me.  And could you please call Jesse and his sons.  I would like them to come too.

ELDERS 1 & 3
All right Samuel.


Go off stage saying "Jesse and his sons?" in an inquiring sort of voice.  Lights fade on rest.


Lights one;  enter Jesse and 7 sons with 2 elders.
SAMUEL
Welcome brethren.

JESSE
Greetings Samuel.  We feel very honoured to be invited to your sacrifice.

SAMUEL
I'm pleased to have you here Jesse.


Introduce your sons to me.

JESSE
Eliab my firstborn (Eliab walks past Samuel, shakes hands).  (Lights fade).
NARRATOR
And he looked on Eliab and said, Surely Yahweh's anointed is before Him.

VOICE
Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature;  because I have refused him;  for Yahweh seeth not as man seeth;  for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart.

JESSE
(As sons walk past Samuel and shake hands).

Abinadab ... Shammah ... Nethaneel ... Raddai ... Ozem ... and here is the last.

SAMUEL
(Puzzled).  Are ALL your children here?  God sent me to anoint one of your sons but he has not chosen any of these fine boys.

BRETHREN
(Looking disappointed, a little cross, etc.)

Oh, there's David.  (Slightly mocking).
SAMUEL
David?

JESSE
Oh yes, there;s David.  (Fondly).  He's the youngest and he's out in the field watching the sheep.

SAMUEL
Send for him at once.  We will not sit down to eat until he comes.

Jesse nods to Eliab and lights fade as he leaves.

NARRATOR
(As lights come back on and Eliab and David come onto stage).


And so David came before Samuel, a fine-looking boy, ruddy-faced and with pleasant eyes.  And Yahweh said, Arise, anoint him, for this is he.

SAMUEL
Greetings, David my son.  This is the one whom God has chosen as His anointed.


(Brothers look askance;  Jesse looks pleased but amazed).


(Samuel anoints David as NARRATOR says).

NARRATOR
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren.

SAMUEL
Blessed be thou of Yahweh my son.  May his mercy never depart from you as it has from Saul.

NARRATOR
And the Spirit of God came on David from that day forward.

SCENE 3
NARRATOR 1
Although the Spirit of God came on David, it left Saul and he became moody and troubled, and it is recorded that David was sent to play the harp for Saul to refresh his evil mind.


However, as we take up the story David is at home with his father minding the sheep.

NARRATOR 2
Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah.  And Saul and the men of Israel pitched by the valley of Elah.  And there was a valley between them.


And there went out a champion from the camp of the Philistines named Goliath of Gath.  His height was six cubits and a span and one bearing a shield went before him.


(Lights on Goliath;  Saul's army on one side of stage).
GOLIATH 
(Voice)
Why have you come out to set your battle in array?  Choose a man to represent you, and let him come down to me.  If I fight and kill him then you will be our servants.  I defy the armies of Israel this day;  give me a man, that we may fight together.


Saul and men retreat off stage.  Lights off.  On again on Eliab, Abinadab, Shammah.
ELIAB
Come brethren.  It is time to go out again to the battle.

ABINADAB
I suppose that giant from Gath will come out to challenge us again today.

SHAMMAH
(Wearidely).  Yes.  This is the fortieth day.  This could go on for every if he keeps coming out every day to defy our army.

ELIAB
I have heard that Saul is very worried.

ABINADAB
Wouldn't you be if you were the king?  Not that anyone expects Saul or Abner or any of the might men to take up the challenge.  No-one could be expected to do that - it would mean certain death.  (All nod).  Come on, let's go and see what will happen today.


(Move off).
SHAMMAH
Look!  Isn't that David talking to the baggage officer?

ELIAB
Yes it is.  Here he comes running to us.  He must have spotted us.


(David runs up steps panting).
DAVID
Shalom brethren, Shalom.

ALL 3
Shalom David.

ELIAB
How are you?

ABINADAB
And how is our father?

SHAMMAH
What have you brought for us?

DAVID
Father is well.  He has sent you ... Who is THAT?  (Points to Goliath).
GOLIATH
I defy the armies of Israel this day;  give me a man that we may fight together.


(Part of army including 3 brethren flee off stage).

SOLDIER TO DAVID


Don't you know about this man who has come up to defy Israel?  And haven't you heard about the huge reward the king has offered to anyone who kills him?  And the king will also give one of his daughters for a wife to the man who kills Goliath, and his whole family will be EXEMPTED FROM PAYING TAXES!

DAVID TO ANOTHER SOLDIER


WHAT shall be done to the man who kills this uncircumcised Philistine?

ELIAB
(Comes back onto platform).


What are you doing here anyway.  What about the sheep you are supposed to be caring for?  I know what a cheeky lad you are.  You just want to see the battle.

DAVID
What have I done now?  I was only asking a question.


(David turns away from Eliab and asks again).

Please can you tell me what will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel.

DAVID TURNS TO ANOTHER


What shall be done...(Voice and lights fade)

(David is brought to Saul on platform as lights come on again).

SOLIDER
King Saul, this lad wants to fight Goliath!  (Tone of incredulity).
SAUL
What!  Who are you my son?

DAVID
I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.  Three of my brothers are in your army.  Don't let anyone be afraid of this giant - I will go and fight him right now.

SAUL
(Agitatedly).  But you can't, you can't, you are only a youth.  You can't fight this man of war.

DAVID
I killed a lion and a bear which came to harm my father's flock and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.  I know that the God who delivered me out of the paws of the lion and the bear will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.

SAUL
Well ... if you must try ...  You must wear my armour.

SOLDIER
Help him to put it on.


(Struggle with armour).

DAVID
I cannot wear this armour.  I have not proved it.  The great God of Israel will be with me so I will just take my staff and my sling with some stones.

SAUL
(He and his men looking very worried).

Well ... all the best my son.  Go, and Yahweh be with thee.

NARRATOR 1
So David went forward in faith to meet the giant.  And when the Philistine saw David, he laughed at him.

GOLIATH
Am I a dog that thou comest to me with staves.  CURSED BE THOU of Dagon thou stripling.

DAVID
Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield;  but I come to thee in the name of Yahweh of armies, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.  This day Yahweh will deliver thee into mine hand, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  And all this assembly shall know that Yahweh saveth not with sword and spear;  for the battle is Yahweh's and he will give you into our hands.


(As David does the actions NARRATOR 2 reads)

And David took a stone from his bag and slung it and smote the Philistine in his forehead and he fell upon his face to the earth.

GREAT SHOUT BY ISRAEL


Goliath is dead;  Goliath is dead!  To the battle brethren.

NARRATOR 1
And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines.

NARRATOR 2
And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem;  but he put his armour in his tent.
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