[image: image1.jpg]Chilvven are an BHeritage
of Paheh
(Psalin 127)




Saul & David
Stage 2 

Saul & David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Saul

· Person 1

· Person 2

· Person 3

· Person 4

· Person 5

· Samuel

· Agag

· Elder 1

· Hannaniah

· Jesse

· Eliab

· Abinadab

· Shammah

· Goliath

· Soldier 1

· Soldier 2

· Soldier 3

· Soldier 4

· David

· Abner

· Jonathan 

· Saul

· Michal

· Courtier

· Lad

· Man 1

· Man 2

· Man of Judah 1

· Man of Judah 2

	


Scene 1

Noise of jubilation. Crowd comes on stag, led by kings Saul. Shouting iof the people, “We won, the Amalekites are defeated”.

Saul 
Today my good people, a great victory has been wrought for Israel. The Amalekites are defeated and we have their spoil with u. King Agag is our prisoner. (Cheering)
1st Person 
(in an aisle) I thought Samuel said to destroy the lot. I don’t think he will be pleased.
2nd Person
We’ll never be bothered by the Amalekites attacking us again. 

3rd Person  
They’ve always been against Israel.
4th Person  
They laid in wait for our fathers, when they traveled here from Egypt

5th Person  
Look! Samuel is coming!

(All whisper excitedly.  Saul goes forward to greet Samuel)

Saul  
Blessed be thou of the Lord.  I have performed the commandment of the Lord.

Samuel  
What then is this bleating of sheep and lowing of oxen which I hear?

Saul  
The people spared the best of the sheep and oxen to sacrifice to Yahweh.

Samuel
Why have you done this? You were once nothing.  And Yahweh honoured thee by anointing thee king over Israel.  And He gave you a special task to do. What have you done? Why have you not obeyed the voice of Yahweh.

Saul 
(Indignant)  I have obeyed Yahweh.  I utterly destroyed the Amalekites but the people took of the sheep and oxen.

Samuel  
Do you think God’s delight is in burnt offerings and sacrifices? His delight is in obeying His voice.  To obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken, than the fat of rams.  Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft and stubbornness as iniquity and idolatry.  You Saul, have done all these things.  So because you chose to reject the word of Yahweh, he hath also rejected thee from being King!!

Saul
Oh, I have sinned, I have transgressed the commandment because I feared the people and obeyed them instead.  Pardon my sin and turn, that I may worship Yahweh.

Samuel 
(shaking his head)  Saul, Saul... you have been rejected.  Long hath Yahweh been patient with you, and now its too late.

Saul 
(falling on knees)  I beg of you. (Samuel turns away.  Saul grasps his skirt and tears it)

Samuel  
Yahweh hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou.

(Samuel puts his hands on Saul’s shoulders, he rises, and bows his head)


Bring to me Agag the king of the Amalekites  (Agag comes in)

Agag 
(oilily)  Your servant, my lord.

Samuel 
As thy sword hath made women childless so shall thy mother be childless among women.


(Samuel wields the sword.  Agag falls. People recoil in horror)

Samuel 
(looking around at the people) Thus shall be it done to he who opposes the will of God!

People move off stage quietly, and Saul goes.  Samuel is left.  He watches the last go, and then shakes his head, and sits down. Music. Samuel mourns the loss of Saul.

Bright light shines

God speaks (recorded voice) “How long wilt thou mourn for Saul seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill thine horn with oil and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided me a king among his sons.

Samuel looks up at light. And goes off stage.

SCENE 2

Three elders huddled together, looking nervours, looking towards Samuel’s approach 

Samuel approaches.

1st elder
Comest thou peaceably?

Samuel  
I come in peace.  I come to sacrifice unto Yahweh.  Sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.

1st elder 
(introducing the two others)  My lord, this is Jesse son of Obed, and this is Hananiah son of Jashur.

Hannaniah
(bowing)  My lord!

Samuel  
Jesse, I am come to call you and your sons to the feast I am arranging

Jesse  
I shall arrange that my sons will be present, my lord.

(All of stage.  Music.  Then three sons of Jesse enter with their father)

Jesse  
My sons, this day we have the honour of the prophet Samuel in our small town.  He has asked that you all be present with me.

Eliab  
It is a great honour, father

Abinadab  
Are we all to attend?

Jesse  
Yes, all of you

Shammah  
Except young David perhaps.  After all, he is as yet a son of no consequence.

(Samuel arrives)

Jesse  
Welcome my lord Samuel, Shalom in the name of Yahweh

Samuel 
And these Jesse, are your sons?

Jesse 
(introducing them) first Eliab, Abinadab and then Shammah.  They each bow in turn

Samuel  
These are fine sons, in whom you may well be proud.  And yet, Yahweh hath not seen fit to look upon any as the man of his choice.  Have you no other sons?

Jesse  
There is the youngest.  He is out in the fields keeping the sheep.

Samuel  
Well send and fetch him.  We will not sit down to eat till he comes here.

Narrator  
David the youngest, out caring for his fathers’s sheep was by experience developing the qualities of leadership over the flock of God in providing for their needs.  He was already had in reputation by those who knew him as a musician, a mighty valiant man and a man of war (when as yet he had never seen battle), prudent of speech ( a rare quality in the young) and Yahweh approved of him.

He came to Samuel, led in by his father, red haired and fair of countenance

Samuel  
Ah yes, this is he (putting hand on shoulder)  My boy, Yahweh has chosen you for a very great work, even to be his King in the day when He shall be pleased to reveal you to Israel.  Grow in grace and wisdom and knowledge, for Yahweh will be with you.


(He takes the horn of oil and anoints the lad, who bows on one knee before him, in the presence of his brethren, who look on astonished.)

Samuel  
Let us go into the feast together now.

(all slowly walk off, preceded by Samuel and Jesse.)

Abinadab  
Well of all the......

Shammah  
I’m amazed.  Fancy choosing David, the youngest!

Eliab  
One wouldn’t think that being the firstborn stood for anything!

SCENE 3

Jesse walks in with laden basket on arm, David beside him.

Jesse  
I’m glad you’re home from attending upon our king

David  
He is a very restless man these days, father.

Jesse  
He must be my boy, he must be.  And to know that Yahweh is no longer with a man, and a king at that, is hard to bear.

David  
You have a job for me father?

Jesse  
Yes David, take these provisions to your brothers in camp.  As you know, the army of Israel is harassed by their enemy and any small addition to army provisions will be welcome by them.  And there are cheeses for their captain, which the servant is at present loading on the ass.

David  
Well then, farewell father.  I will bring news with me.  Shalom.

SCENE 4
Tents.  Soldiers sitting down. loafing, leaning against walls etc.  David enter and looks about him.

David  
Eliab, my brother, I thought I would never find you.

Eliab  
And what are you doing here?

David  
Father sent me with a present, and to enquire of you.

Abinadab  
We’re as well as can be David.  Things aren’t too good for the army thought.  Instead of a battle, the Philistines are offering an unequal one to one combat!  Have a look out over there!

Goliath 
(appearing at the end of the Hall) Why are you come out in battle array?  I am a Philistine and you are servants to Saul.  choose you a man and let him come down to fight me.  If he kills me, then we will be your servants: BUT if I prevail against him and kill him, Ha! - then, you shall be OUR servants!

The men shrink back.....


What? No man? Again? HA!  I defy the armies of Israel this day, give me a man that we may fight together!

1st soldier  
Whose the mug who’d go and fight him?

2nd soldier  
Well I reckon it should be Saul, he’s taller than most of us.

3rd Soldier  
Yes, it should be Saul.  After all, what do you have kings for?

David  
What are you going to do?  This uncircumcised Philistine is defying the armies of the living God.

4th Soldier  
If you’re so smart stripling, what about having a go yourself?  The king will make you a rich man, and you’ll marry his daughter.

David 
Hasn’t ANYONE taken up the challenge of the Philistine?

Eliab   
Look here David, why are you poking your nose in?  this is a matter for men.  You’re only down here to be nosey and have a look at the battle.

David  
Where’s the battle?  the cause for which Israel should be fighting is being ignored.

1st Soldier  
There’s a message from the king for you, young man.  Would you please come this way.

(All look, as the two men make off)

(They go to tent at side of stage.  Saul is seated there in opening of tent)

Abner 
(Captain, standing at King’s tent)  My lord, the King - thy servant, David

David 
(bowing)  My King

Saul 
(wearily)  Well young man, it is reported to me that you have been ,making enquiries about the progress of the battle.

David   
Let no man’s heart fail because of the giant.  I’ll go and fight him.

Saul  
You are only a youth, and he is a man of war from his youth.  How can you fight him?

David  
Thy servant kept his father’s sheep and many a time I have protected the flock from lions and bears, I slew both the lion and bear, ant this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. Yahweh that delivered me out of the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the bear will also deliver me out of the hand of the Philistine.

Saul 
(rising)  If this is in thine heart, then go.  But first try on my armour.  You’re about my height.

(David tries it on)

David  
I cannot go with these.  They are cumbersome to me, and I have not proved them for myself. (Takes them off)

Saul 
(placing his hand upon David’s shoulder)  Go my son, and Yahweh be with you.

SCENE 5

David with sling and staff, wanders in, bends down, picks up five stones and puts four of them in pouch.  Draws on closer.

Goliath 
(at distance)  Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?  By Dagon and all the gods, do you think I’m a fool?  Well come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.

David  
Thou comest to me  with a sword and with a spear, and with a shield, BUT I COME TO THEE IN THE NAME OF YAHWEH OF ARMIES (points to the heavens) the God of the armies of Israel whom thou hast defied.  THIS day will Yahweh deliver thee into mine hand.  I will take thy head off thee and give your body to the birds of prey.  then all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  For the battle is YAHWEH’S.

Goliath  
Ha! Well then, come at me you little sparrow!

(David fits imaginary stone into sling, and fires)

Goliath  
Oh! (Falls to ground.  The armour bearer, looks amazed, drops shield and runs for it).

(David takes sword out of sheath, and cuts off head.  Hold up paper mache painted head....)

David
 (Sword in one hand, head in the other)  The victory if Yahweh’s.  For he is the power in Israel!  This head shall be buried in that place where in years to come, sin’s power shall be struck its fatal blow by he who shall come.

Shout  of jubilation, music.  then the whole army of Israel run after the fleeing Philistines (off to right)

SCENE 6  


Girls dancing....singing with tambourines


(Saul has killed his thousands


But David has killed his tens of thousands!)

Exit dancing women.

Abner
Captain of Army, my lord King Saul, this is the youth who has wrought a great victory today in Israel.

Saul  
My son, today, the hearts of Israel are stirred by the great victory. Whose son are you?

David  
I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Bethlehemite, my lord.

Saul  
Then you shall stay in my house, young man, and marry my daughter.  My son Jonathan, will take you into his care (Saul exits)

Jonathan 
(grasping David by both hands)  Welcome into our family, David.  The God we serve has chosen you for a very great work.  (Takes off his own robe and places it round David’s shoulders).

David   
I protest Jonathan.  this is a royal robe, for a king’s son.

Jonathan  
Do not protest.  For I know that the Lord has chosen you to be the king in my stead.  I am honoured to know such as you.  Though less than me in the eyes of men, you shall yet be greater than I.

SCENE 7

Narrator  
Reads 1 Samuel 18:12-16

Saul
 (speaking to his daughter Michal)  I have vowed your hand in marriag to David, my daughter.

Michal 
 Oh father, I do love him you know

Saul  
Yes, I have noticed that Michal.  However, the marriage may not yet be accomplished, for I made it on one condition.

Michal  
Condition?

Saul  
Yes, that David bring me the foreskins of one hundred Philistines.  That should keep him bust!  If he gets back in one piece!

Michal  
Oh father no!  Why, you’re jealous of him, that’s it, isn’t it?

Saul  
(Gripping arms of chair)  What’s wrong with you girl?  Don’t you see that all Israel look to him - a stipling - as a ssort of god!?

(Saul glares about him)


What’s wrong with you all..... And Jonathan cowtowing with him.  Are ALL  my  children sops and fools???

(Saul is in a rage, and Michal backs off stage in fright)

Saul sits down.  Brooding music plays .... David enters with his harp, and sits and plays.  A recorded voice singing a Psalm.

Saul (in a rage, rises and thrown a javelin.  David moves, it misses and falls)

Courtier 
My Lord, restrain thyself.  You might kill the man!

Saul  
I have every such intention....Leave me go.  Out, out (pointing to door) out, all of you!

They all back off.  David picks up harp and goes, and Saul standing fuming, goes to throne, sits down, and is left morosely brooding to moody music).

SCENE 8
Jonathan  
Now lad, run and fetch the arrows which I shoot

Lad  
That’s gone a long way, sir.

Jonathan 
(pointing and shouting)  Make speed! Haste! Stay not!

Lad 
(runs, then comes back with arrows, panting)  Here you are sir.

Jonathan  
Take them into the city boy, I’ll follow shortly.

David comes out of hiding, and bows three times before Jonathan.  Both friends weep on each other’s shoulders.

David  
And so this is the answer then, I am to never again enter the king’s house, to be with my wife, I am to be a fugitive, an outcast from his own people.

Jonathan  
It has pleased my father to do thee evil, and there is no change in his intentions.  Remember then, the covenant that we made, that you shall not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever.  Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of Yahweh, saying, Yahweh be between me and thee and between my children and they children for ever.

David  Jonathan, then let this vow stand.  Yahweh be with thee.

Jonathan 
Go, now (He stands watching David go, as the music sadly plays)

SCENE 9
Narrator  
David is now forced into hiding, a King unaccepted by his subjects, Israel’s own deliverer, now in fear of his own life.  He learns the loneliness and bitterness of exile.

David 
Quick, men in here.  We do not want to be caught by Saul’s men, for they are not upon our trail.  (all hide in cave)

1st man  
Look, Saul’s coming this way, by himself

2nd man 
Remember, Yahweh told you that the day would come in which thy enemy would be delivered into your hand.  This is the day!

(Saul enters cave.  All quiet, spooky music.  Saul exits cave, and goes to his men)

1st man  
You let him go!

David  
I should not even have cut his skirt, for Saul is still Yahweh’s anointed.  I would not dare touch Yahweh’s anointed.

(David exits cave with his men)

David 
(holding up sword)  My Lord, the King

Saul 
(from distance)  Who’s there.?

David  
Why do men say I seek thy hurt? Yahweh delivered you into my hand in this cave, and some that followed me, would have me kill you.  I spared thy life, for I will not put forth mine hand against my lord, he is Yahweh’s anointed.


See, the piece of skirt in my hand! (Holds it up)

Saul 
(looking down at his robe)  Is this your voice, my son, David (Saul weeps and groans)  Thou art more righteous than I for you have rewarded me good and I have only rewarded thee evil.  I know well that you shall be king, and that the kingdom o Israel shall be established in thine hand.  Swear to me., that you will not cut off my descendants after me, nor destroy my name from my father’s house.

David 
I swear to do as you say  (Saul and men go)

2nd man 
Well, there goes the king of Israel.  All sorry now, but you?
SCENE 10
Recorded battle noise... shouting...

Narrator Reads 1 Samuel 31:1-6

The sound of weeping recorded, and funeral music

Narrator  Reads the Lamentation 2 Samuel 1:19-27  Music

SCENE 11
Narrator 
After the sad events of Israel’s defeat, and the death of the king and heir to the throne, David makes enquiry of Yahweh about where he should go to make his abode.  Yahweh instructs him to go to Hebron with him, go the men that were his companions of the long years of exile.  They also settle in Hebron, friends of the King.

During narration, David accompanied by courtiers slowly walks to throne)

(Two men of Judah enter)

1st man of Judah
 
(bowing low)  My lord, we represent the tribe of your father, even Judah.  For in times past, Yahweh spoke through our father Jacob, that “the sceptre shall not depart from Judah” clearly showing His intention that the King should be from our tribe.

2nd man of Judah  

We have come this day, my lord King, to crown you King over the tribe of Judah, in 
accordance with the declared intention of God to his prophet Samuel

1st man 
anoints
2nd man 
crowns David King.

David 
(rising, speaks from scroll) The God we serve took me from the sheepcote from following the sheep to be ruler over my people, over Israel.  He has been with me through all the trials of my years, and has now cut of all mine enemies. But though I be King over such a great people, we look for one who must come, whom even I will call “Lord”.  “The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.  And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds, as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.  Although my house be not so with God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure.”

Music of Jubilation
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