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Wise Solomon
Stage 2 

Wise Solomon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· God

· Solomon

· Court Attendant

· Woman 1

· Woman 2


	


NARRATOR
Today’s story is about King Solomon, and how God gave him wisdom.  Solomon, as you know, was one of the sons of King David.  David had many sons, but they were not all good men or the right sought of men to sit on the throne to reign over Israel, who were, of course, God’s specially chosen people.  David wanted the next king, to be a humble and God-fearing man.  God chose Solomon to be king after David, and to make quite sure, Solomon was anointed king while David was still alive.


One day, after the great king David died, Solomon had a dream.  God spoke to him and invited him to ask for what he would like God to give him.

GOD
Ask what I shall give thee, said God.

NARRATOR
This was how God tested the character of Solomon to find out what sought of person he was.  Solomon could have asked for anything.  You think what you would ask for if you were to be given anything you wanted.  Just imagine you’re King Solomon now.  What would you ask for?  Great riches; great strength so that other kings would be afraid of you; happiness?  Well, king Solomon made a choice that pleased God very much.  He did not ask for anything selfish that would just be good for him.  He made his choice a humble and unselfish one.  His thoughts were for the people of his kingdom because he knew that God had caused him to sit on the throne of Israel.  Listen as he answers God’s invitation to ask for anything he wants.

SOLOMON
Thou hast showed unto thy servant David, my father, great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth and in righteousness and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.  And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king in the place of David my father, and I am but a little child.  I know not how to go out or come in and thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people that cannot be numbered, nor counted for multitude.  Give, therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people that I may discern between good and bad.  For who is able to judge this thy so great a people.

NARRATOR
And the scripture says the speech pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked for this thing.


As a result of Solomon’s humble request, God granted him the wisdom he asked for, but he also granted him the things he could have asked for;  great riches and honour and a long life, provided that he kept God’s laws as his father David had kept them.  Solomon grew in wisdom, and his fame as a wise judge spread throughout the kingdom.  Some times, you know, judges have a difficult task.  They have to decide what is right in some very difficult cases and this happened to Solomon too.  He had one very difficult case.  Listen.
WOMAN 1
My son, Oh she has stolen my son.

WOMAN 2
Nonsense, the child is mine.

COURT ATTENDANT

Silence in the court of the king.  Now pull yourselves together you women, or you will not be allowed to plead your cause.

WOMAN 1
Oh my lord.  This woman and I both live in the same house.  We each had a small child, just a few days old.  My lord, this woman lay on her child while asleep and she smothered it and it died.  At midnight she came to my bed and took my baby son away, leaving her own dead child in my arms.  I woke up early in the morning to fee my baby and found it was dead.  Later when it was lighter I realise did was not my child at all but hers and she has taken my son.

WOMAN 2
A pack of lies, your majesty.  What she has told you is the exact opposite of what happened.  The child is mine.

WOMAN 1
Oh, my lord, I pray you believe me.  The child she has taken belongs to me.

COURT ATTENDANT

Keep silence before the majesty king Solomon.

SOLOMON
One of you says the living son is mine and the dead one is yours, and the other says yours is the dead one, my son is still alive.  We shall have to examine the child carefully to determine the answer to the problem.  Bring me a sword.

WOMAN 1
Oh!  No.

COURT ATTENDANT

Silence (pause)  The sword, my lord the king.

SOLOMON
Take the sword and divide the child in two.  Give half to one woman and half to the other.

WOMAN 2
My lord, you are in truth a righteous judge.  I will be satisfied with half the child.

WOMAN 1
Oh my lord the king.  I beg you do not hurt my baby.  Let the other woman have him and I will get over my sorrow in time.  Oh, but do not harm him my lord.  I pray you take the sword away.

SOLOMON
Give this woman the living child and do not harm it in any way.  She is the rightful mother.

NARRATOR
And all Israel heard of the judgement which Solomon had given and the people realised that the wisdom of God was in him to do judgement.
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