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The Wisdom of Solomon
Stage 2 

The Wisdom of Solomon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Servant

· David

· Nathan

· Bathsheba

· Benaiah

· Woman 1

· Woman 2

· Solomon


	


SYNOPSIS
Solomon became King over Israel when David was old.  God gave him wisdom because he chose it above everything else in life.

This play has been performed after “David’s kindness to Jonathan’s son”.

NARRATOR
King David had ruled over God’s people Israel for 40 years.  He was now an old and sick man.  One of his sons, Adonijah, was anxious to steal the kingdom for himself.  He gathered some supporters together including Job and Abiathar, the priest.  He prepared a feast where he was going to announce that he was the new king.

However, the faithful prophet Nathan, (who was not invited to Adonijah’s feast) found out about the plot and consulted with Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, as to how to raise the matter with David.  As Bathsheba and Zadok the priest were talking with David, his servant announced another visitor.
Regal music 5 seconds to introduce scene.
SERVANT
My lord David, Nathan the prophet desires to see you.
DAVID
Well then, send him in.
SFX footsteps slow, alone 4 seconds.
NATHAN
My lord the King!
DAVID
(anxiously) What is it Nathan?
NATHAN
My lord, O King, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after men, and he shall sit upon my throne?

For he is going down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king’s sons and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, God say king Adonijah.

But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called.

Is this thing done by me lord the king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?
DAVID
(weakly)  Bring Bathsheba before me.
SERVANT
As you command sir.
NARRATOR
The servant then brought Bathsheba closer to the king and made her stand before him.
DAVID
(haltingly)  Bathsheba, even as I sware unto thee by Yahweh God of Israel, saying assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.
BATHSHEBA
(overcome)  Let my lord king David live for ever.
DAVID
(voice stronger now)  Call me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoida.
SFX men walking 3 seconds.
DAVID
(gathering new strength)  Men, take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon:  And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel; and blow ye with the trumpet and say, God save king Solomon.


Then ye shall come up after him, the he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead; and I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.
BENAIAH
Amen!  Yahweh God of my lord the king say so too.  As Yahweh has been with my lord the king, even so he be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David.
Incidental music 5 seconds.
NARRATOR
So Solomon was made king while his father was still alive.  Then just before he died, David reminded his son that he must be sure to obey God’s law all his life.


Young king Solomon remembered his father’s words and tried hard to please God.  He first called together all the captains and princes of his kingdom to come to Gibeon.  That is where the Tabernacle was set up.  Before all the people, Solomon offered up 1,000 sacrifices to God.  That night as the young king slept, God appeared to him in a dream.
YAHWEH
Solomon, ask what I shall give thee.
SOLOMON
Thou has shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou has given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

And now, O Yahweh my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father; and I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or come in.  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?
YAHWEH
Because thou has asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast thou asked riches for thyself, nor has asked the life of thine enemies; but has asked for thyself understanding to discern judgement.

Behold, I have done according to thy words; lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.  And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour; so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statues and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.
NARRATOR
When this dream was ended, Solomon woke up.  His heart was full of thankfulness when he returned to Jerusalem.
Incidental music 5 seconds to break sequence.

Not long after, two women came before king Solomon with a very special problem.
WOMAN 1
(very upset)  My lord, this woman and I live in the same house.  I had a baby while she was there with me.  The third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby.  We were alone; there was no-one in the house but the two of us.
SOLOMON
Yes. Go on.
WOMAN 1
Well, during the night, this woman’s son died because she lay on him.  So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep.  She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my breast.  The next morning, I got up to nurse my son - and (very upset) he was dead!  But when I looked at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it was not the son I had borne.
WOMAN 2
No!  The living one is my son;  the dead one is yours!
WOMAN 1
No!  The dead one is yours;  the living one is mine!
SOLOMON
Silence!  (in midst of babble)   SILENCE!  (quiet)  The one saith, this is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead; and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead and my son is the living!  (pause) (calls out)  Bring me a sword! (woman 1 gasps)
SERVANT
Yes my lord.
SFX sword drawn from sheath.
SOLOMON
Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other!
WOMAN 1
(gasps)  No!  Please my lord, give her the living baby!  Don’t kill him!
WOMAN 2
(venomous)  Neither I nor you shall have him.  Cut him in two!
WOMAN 1
NO!   NO!
SOLOMON
Give the living baby to the first woman.  Do not kill him; she is his mother.
WOMAN 1
(overcome)  Oh my lord the king  (quieter)  My lord the king!
Incidental music breaks in at the repeated cry of thankfulness - end scene.
NARRATOR
By this simple test, the king new now who was the true mother.  True mothers really care for their babies.  We can be sure that Solomon certainly did not mean to kill that little baby - but because he was wise, he knew how to find the baby’s real mother.


All Israel heard of this.  They could tell that God had given Solomon wisdom to judge wisely and so they feared the young king.  Solomon became wiser than any other man and he wrote many proverbs and songs.  Many of these are in the Bible today.

Solomon teaches us that the greatest thing we can ever have is God’s wisdom.  This wisdom is found in God’s word, the Bible.  We should want to learn about God and obey Him more than anything else.
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