[image: image1.jpg]Chilvven are an BHeritage
of Paheh
(Psalin 127)




Covenant with David
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Covenant with David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· David
· Nathan
	


NARRATOR 
Today we have another story about the life of David the King of Israel.  We are learning a lot about the life of David because he is a very important person in the Bible and a great deal is written about him.  We learned how as a shepherd boy he slew the giant Goliath.  We heard how he was anointed by the prophet Samuel to be the King of Israel after Saul died.  We learned how he became friends with Jonathan, the king's son, and how he had to run away from the kings court because of Saul's growing jealousy, and how for a long time he was an outlaw in the hills, always keeping just a little bit ahead of the spies of the king who every day tried to kill him.  All this time David kept his faith in God, even when things looked black and against him, when most people would have despaired of ever seeing the fulfilment of God's promise to make him King.  

NARRATOR 
Everyday, David prayed for the protection of the God of Heaven knowing that this was the only true source of help he had and because of his complete faith, God looked after David.  Like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses, who were also leaders of Israel, David's faith taught him to be patient, knowing that Yahweh would bring about his purpose in his own time.  Many times he put his prayers and thoughts into songs.  These songs are called Psalms.  In one of the Psalms he wrote:  "I waited patiently for the Lord and he inclined unto me and heard my cry".  A lot of these Psalms are set to music and quite a lot of them were sung at temple services when David became King.  We are going to let you hear one of them in just a moment.  In this Psalm, David remembered how he used to keep the sheep when he used to be a shepherd and we find how David trusts in God as his shepherd in the same way that his sheep looked to him for protection from their enemies, their food and for their instruction as to the way they had to go from one field to the other.  Now you list to this Psalm:  (The signing of Psalm 23).

NARRATOR 
That was part of Psalm 23.  You know there is a difference between the Psalms of David to the songs and poems that people write today.  Now I wonder if you can tell me what that difference is? Perhaps we should put it another way.  In what way is the book of the Bible different to any other book that is written.  Yes, because the Bible is inspired by God, isn't it.  That is, God guided the writers of the Bible, God guided David as he wrote and he caused him and many of the prophets to write things that sometimes they didn't quite understand, although they knew that they concerned things that were going to happen in the future and yet, you know, the words of the prophets are coming true in our times aren't they, and from these words we know that the Lord Jesus Christ will soon return to the earth.

NARRATOR 
So let us go once more to the palace of King David.  The prophet Nathan is speaking to him.

NATHAN
My lord David, you look very thoughtful, this is a rare thing to see the King sitting so quietly these days.

DAVID
I have just been thinking that so much has happened since those years when I kept my father's sheep in Bethlehem so many years ago.  I always seem to have been in war and bloodshed, ever since the time of Goliath of Gath.  Strange, I am a peaceful man at heart.  It seems strange to sit here now as I do without some great campaign to plot against the enemies of Yahweh.

NATHAN
Rest from labour is sweet, my Lord the King, but idleness can lead to sin.

DAVID
You are right Nathan.  It is not good for a man to have nothing to do.  Yahweh's subjects should always be busy about their masters business and this brings me to something which I wish to discuss with you.

NATHAN
Speak on my lord.

DAVID
Look about you Nathan, tell me what you see.

NATHAN
I see a King's palace, my Lord.

DAVID
Yes a king's palace of cedar and gold, furnished with a richness of costly silks and linens which have never furnished the hut of a shepherd.  Yahweh has blessed me Nathan.  Everything I have I owe to his goodness and mercy.  I would like to express my gratitude in some way.
NATHAN
To compose a new Psalm perhaps.

DAVID
No! I wish to build a permanent building for the ark of God.  It doesn't seem right that here I live in luxury while the ark of the covenant dwells behind curtains.  I wish to build a temple of great beauty and splendour for Yahweh.

NATHAN
A Temple for God.  Go, my son, and do all that is in thine heart to do.

NARRATOR 
So Nathan and David parted, each no doubt with their minds filled with the idea of the temple David planned for the ark of the covenant.  What design would it be.  What materials would be used.  Who would they get to carry out the work.  How long would it take, and so on.  But that night God spoke to Nathan and told him to tell David that although God was well pleased with David for wanting to build the temple, it would be Solomon his son that would build it because of the lessons that God wanted to show the people in the lives of David and solomon, as a type of the future King of Israel.  Each was going to help towards the building of the temple in different ways.  David, as a soldier had shed a lot of blood in his many battles for God and it was God's intention that the temple should be built during a time of peace by a man whose name stood for peace, and that man was Solomon his son.  The next morning Nathan arose and went and saw the king.

NATHAN
My Lord the King, thus saith Yahweh, Elohim, "and when thy days be fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for my name and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.

NARRATOR 
David realised that although Solomon was to build the great temple, Nathan was speaking of someone from David's family who would rule over Israel in years to come and who would build an even greater temple in which the whole world will come to worship.  The prophet continued.

NATHAN
I will be his father and he shall be my son, in his suffering for iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the stripes of the children of men but my mercy shall not depart from him as I gook it from Saul whom I put away before tee and thine house and thine kingdom will be established for ever before thee.  Thy throne shall be established for ever.

NARRATOR
King David bowed himself humbly before Nathan and he thought deeply of all the prophet had said.  He realised that thought he Kingdom was to be established after his death, yet he would be there to see it.  This meant that he would be raised from the dead if these things were to come to pass.  So he went to where the ark was situated in Zion and he poured out his heart in thanksgiving.

DAVID
Oh God, thou hast spoken also of thy servants house for a great while to come.  Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant that it may continue for ever before thee, for thou Lord God, hast spoken it, and why thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.

NARRATOR
David was disappointed that he could not build the temple but he realised the great mercy of God in revealing to him that he would have a place in the Kingdom of God under the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore he set to work, energetically to provide all the things that Solomon would need to build the temple.  He took great pleasure in gathering gold, silver, brass, precious jewels and all the wonderful things that went into the building of it so that they were ready for use when Solomon, his son, came to the throne and started to build the wonderful temple of which David had dreamed for so long.

NARRATOR 
The Lord Jesus Christ said that those that are baptised into his name are like the stones of the temple, each stone had to be as perfect as possible in order to match the chief corner stone mentioned in David's Psalm 118 which represented the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our job is to make ourselves as perfect as we can because we hope to be part of that temple.
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