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NARRATOR
Our story today is about two very good friends, David and Jonathan.  Can you remember who David was the son of?  Jesse, that's right.  And who was Jonathan the son of?  Jonathan was the son of King Saul, that's right.  And although Jonathan was a lot older than David, he admired him very much and it wasn't just because David slew Goliath the giant, you remember, when all Israel were too afraid to go out and do battle with the Philistines, it was because Jonathan was a man like David who loved God and he recognised in david the same love and reverence for the things of God as he had and so a very true and a very lasting friendship was formed between them and a friendship, you know, that is built around the things of the truth is one of the most wonderful things in the world.  And this is what the friendship of David and Jonathan was like.  Sometimes we are called upon to make sacrifices for our friends and Jonathan did this.  He risked his life to help his friend.  I want you to image that you are in the palace of King Saul.  David is seated along in the room.  Suddenly, there comes knock on the door.

JONATHAN
David, David!

DAVID
Why Jonathan come in.  You look upset, what is it?
JONATHAN
It is my father, you know how he threw a javelin at you the other night, he meant to kill you.

DAVID
It is in a moment's anger Jonathan, I am sure the King regretted it.

JONATHAN
So did I at the time, David, but I had discovered he is giving orders to his servants that they should seek the opportunity to kill you.

DAVID
But who should the king seek my life.  I have served him faithfully.

JONATHAN
None more faithfully but he fears your popularity with the people.  You lived on as their champion.  You remember how they sung your praises, Saul has slain his thousands, but David his tens of thousands.

DAVID
It was Yahweh's victory Jonathan, not mine.

JONATHAN
I know David, but you know what people are like.  It is you who lead the army all the time and it is to you they look.  This is also part of my father's plot against your life.

DAVID
Why, what do you mean?

JONATHAN
I know now why you are put in charge so many times to fight the Philistines.  My father hoped you would fall and be killed in the battle.  Look how he gave you almost impossible tasks to perform.  Giving you the hand of my sister Merab, when you returned from the battle you found she had been given to someone else to marry.  Why?  I will tell you why.  Because my father never expected you to survive?  When you did then my other sister, Michal fell in love with you and he saw another chance to slay you in demanding the lives of 100 Philistines as proof of your love.  Love, he shows you none.

DAVID
Yahweh has delivered me out of my enemies hands and also it appears out of the hands of those who call themselves my friends.

JONATHAN
Do you still need convincing of my father's feelings.

DAVID
Is it merely jealousy Jonathan that he seeks to kill me?  Or is it something else?

JONATHAN
He is jealous of your popularity with the people, yes, but he says the people would rather you as their king but more than that, I think he realises that Yahweh has chosen you as the next king and although he knows he can't fight the God of Heaven and win.  He continues to fight for his own ends.  He does not want the kingship to go from the family.

DAVID
And you, Jonathan?

JONATHAN
You should have no need to ask that.  I have long known that you were chosen by God as the next king.

DAVID
But as the son of Saul, it would be only natural for you to take over the kingship.

JONATHAN
Natural perhaps, my friend, but not necessarily right.  Yahweh chooses wisely and none would be more pleased than I to serve under someone who fits the position of King as well as you.  You have the tokens of my avocations proof that I gave up all ideas of being king.  Do you still have them?

DAVID
Indeed, I have. Your robe, your garments as well as your sword and bow, symbols of your friendship.  I guard them most carefully.

JONATHAN
Keep them and remember me by them for your days are numbered if you stay here.

DAVID
Jonathan, tomorrow is the new moon and King Saul has a feast prepared and I am expected, as usual, to be there.

JONATHAN
But if you do, it may be the last meal you eat.

DAVID
Why, do you expect the food to be poisoned?

JONATHAN
Anything is possible.

DAVID
Yet, if I don't appear at the feast he will suspect that I have learnt of his plot on my life.

JONATHAN
And if you don't... let us think this out.

NARRATOR
And so the two friends talked over the problem.  How as David to avoid going to the feat, and also if he stayed away, how was he to avoid it looking like an insult.

DAVID
I have a plan.  I will go in the field for three days, and hide until we may be sure of what mood the king is in.

JONATHAN
The King is bound to know that you are absent and ask where you are.

DAVID
Well tell him I, I asked permission to visit my family in Bethlehem enjoying the sacrifice.  He cannot quarrel with that.

JONATHAN
No, good idea.

DAVID
But, Jonathan, take notice of how the king reacts.  If he appears pleased for me to be with my family, then I have nothing to fear and I can return.

JONATHAN
And if not?
DAVID
If he is not then I must leave forever.  My being here seems to have upset him beyond all reason.  I wish it were not so.  But how will you let me know whether it is safe to return or not.

JONATHAN
Come with me into the fields and I will explain.

NARRATOR
When David and Jonathan were out in the field, Jonathan explained his plan.

JONATHAN
For three days hide in the nearby field, the one where I practice archery.

DAVID
The one near the cave - yes I remember.

JONATHAN
Well I will take one of my young servants with me and also my bow and arrows.  I will fire three arrows near the cave where you will be hiding and will send the boy to fetch them.

DAVID
But, how will this let me know the mood of the king.

JONATHAN
Listen carefully.  If the king receives your absence kindly, I will call, the arrows are on this side, but if the king proves angry, then I will call, look the arrows are beyond you, and you will know that Yahweh intends you to go far away.  Is that clear?

DAVID
It is clear.

NARRATOR
And then David went and hid in the cave in the nearby field.  King Saul held his feast.  Everybody important was there.  But the place where David usually sat was empty. Saul noticed it and said nothing, thinking perhaps that David was elsewhere.  But when the second night of the feast came and still David was absent, he turned to his son Jonathan.

SAUL
Jonathan, my son, our popular here is not here tonight.  Is there some reason for his absence?

JONATHAN
David is in Bethlehem, sir.  He has gone to attend a sacrifice and to see his father.

SAUL
His father!  Who is his father that he should prefer him to me, his king.

JONATHAN
Jesse of Bethlehem is his father as you know and is it not written in the law that we should honour father and mother.  He meant no disrespect to you as his king.

SAUL
You lie!!  David seeks my throne.

JONATHAN
You are wrong father.  David honours and loves you as his king.

SAUL
You fool!  David only pretends to love us.  Can't you see, if David were to die, nothing would prevent you from succeeding me as king.

JONATHAN
I do not wish to be king, father.

SAUL
You do not wish to be king!  I see, you are in league with David.  I have a traitor as a son.  Well, no traitor lives in my presence.

NARRATOR
And with that, King Saul now enraged beyond reason, picked up a spear and flung it with all his might at Jonathan.  But his anger and rage made his hand unsteady and he missed.  The people gasped in horror and Jonathan, furious and ashamed of the scene, left the banquet.  The King had only too plainly shown how he felt over David's absence.  It seemed that even Jonathan himself, was not safe either.  So the next morning, calling his servant and taking his arrows and bows, he hurried to the field where he knew David was hiding.  Swiftly he fitted the arrow and fired and then his voice came loud and clear on the morning air.

JONATHAN
Run boy, quickly, look the arrows are beyond you.

NARRATOR
The boy ran to where the arrow flew.

JONATHAN
Beyond you boy, hurry further, further, beyond you.

NARRATOR
The lad gathered the arrow and returned.

JONATHAN
Thank you lad.  I will practice more tomorrow.  Take these things and return to the city, I will return later.

NARRATOR
As soon as the lad was out of sight, David came out of hiding and ran to meet his friend.

JONATHAN
David, you heard?

DAVID
Indeed, I did.  It is the most unhappy message your arrows bore.

JONATHAN
David, my father is beyond reason.  He was furious when he discovered where you were gone.

DAVID
Then I must leave you, my friend and yet I fear for you.

JONATHAN
David, I love my father and I know he loves me even though it seems otherwise at times.  My place is here with him, he needs me.  We may not see each other again.  Your friendship has meant a great deal to me David.  Promise me that when Yahweh has removed all enemies from before you, that you will deal kindly with my house.

DAVID
Be sure that if it is ever within my power to help the house of Jonathan, I shall.  Now goodbye and may the God of Heaven look after us both.

NARRATOR
And so the two friends departed, Jonathan returned to the King's side and David went his way to a life of danger, a life of hiding and outwitting the spies of Saul who were always seeking to find him.

NARRATOR 
And that is where we have to leave the story of David and Jonathan at the moment.  Sometimes friendships mean that we have to sacrifice our own desires for those of our friends and this, of course, is what Jonathan did.  It is possible, you know, that Jonathan would have liked to have joined David in exile where he could be with his friend and if ever David needed a friend it was while he was escaping from the king.  But no, Jonathan stayed with his father and this was a very dangerous thing to do as we have seen when the kings anger was aroused.  Do you remember how he threw his javelin at Jonathan and tried to kill him but in this way, with Jonathan staying with Saul, he could keep his ears and his eyes open in case plans to destroy David were made and he could hear of them and warn his friend.  Also, you know, he had not forgotten God's commandments to honour his parents.  Perhaps he thought he could also be of help to his father by reminding him of the covenant that he had made when he was crowned King, of his devotion to the tings of his God in his early days when he was little in his own eyes.  But we know what the end of Saul was to be and it makes very sad reading. 
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