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The Glory of Solomon
Stage 2 

The Glory of Solomon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Servant

· Hiram

· Scribe

· People 1

· People 2

· Solomon

· Crowd

· Queen of Sheba


	


NARRATOR
God had made Solomon king of Israel and had given him peace in all the land. The time had now come for Solomon to build God’s Temple in Jerusalem.  For many years his father, King David, had taught him how to do this great work.  The plans for the temple had come from God Himself.  Gold and silver, brass and iron, timber and stone had all been stored up by David.  Now Solomon must begin the work of building this glorious temple.


When Hiram, the king of Tyre heard that Solomon had been anointed king to succeed his father David, he sent his messengers to Solomon, because he had always been on friendly terms with David.


Solomon sent a message back to Hiram.

Music to introduce scene - 5 seconds.

SFX walking quickly - 4 seconds.

SERVANT
(enthusiastically)  My lord Hiram..!

HIRAM
Yes... what is it.

SERVANT
A message has just arrived from King Solomon.

HIRAM
King Solomon!  good, give it to me.

SFX opening scroll - reader to do.

HIRAM
(to himself)  Now, what is it he has to say....


(Clears his throat and reads aloud)... You know that because of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he could not build a temple for the name of Yahweh his God until God put his enemies under his feet.  But now Yahweh has given me rest on every side, and there is no adversary or disaster.  I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of Yahweh my God, as He told my father David, when He said, “your son whom I will put on the throne in your place will build the temple for my Name”.


So give orders that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me.  My men will work with yours, and I will pay for your men whatever wages you set.  You know that we have no-one so skilled in felling timber as the Sidonians.

HIRAM
(to himself, greatly pleased)     Ahhh!  Praise be to Yahweh today, for He has given David a wise son to rule over this great nation!


(aloud)  Scribe, here come and take a message for King Solomon.

SCRIBE
Yes my lord.

HIRAM
Tell him (dictating)  “I have received the message you sent me and will do all you want in providing the cedar and pine logs.  My men will haul them down from Lebanon to the sea, and I will float them in rafts by sea to the place you specify.  There I will separate them and you can take them away.  And you are to grant my wish by providing food for my royal household”.


There, send this message to King Solomon with haste.

SCRIBE
As you command, your Highness.

SFX - footsteps walking away - 4 seconds.

HIRAM
(to himself)  Yes, Truly God has given David a wise son!

Music comes in to end scene - 5 seconds.

NARRATOR
So Hiram, King of Tyre, was very willing to help Solomon.  Skilled workmen cut cedar wood from the forests of Lebanon and brought it to Jerusalem.  Hard, white, building stone and beautiful marble were also brought.  Men worked carefully to shape these materials, because every part had to fit perfectly.  Not only the building itself, but all the furniture for the Temple was made by very clever men.  They were filled with wisdom to do this special work.


After 7 years, the Temple was finally finished.  Solomon proclaimed a special feast to dedicate it to God.  It was time now for the Ark to come into its resting place in the Most Holy Place.  What joy there was in Israel on that day as the Ark came up from Zion.

SFX - crowd noises - alone 3 seconds, then in background.

PEOPLE 1
(excited)  Look, here come the Levites with the ark.

SFX men marching past - alone 4 seconds.

PEOPLE 2
Yes, and there’s the tabernacle, and all the holy vessels!

PEOPLE 1
The priest’s are taking them to the Holy Place.

SFX alone 4 seconds - marching gradually dies out.

NARRATOR
(with SFX crowd noises still in background)   Before long, the priests came out of the holy place.  As they came out, the cloud of glory filled the Temple, so that they could not stay there to continue their service.  Here was the sign of God’s presence, showing them that He was pleased with all that had been done.


Then Solomon stood up on a special platform, where all the people could see him.

SOLOMON
(shouting)  Yahweh has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud, but I have built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell for ever.

NARRATOR
The king then blessed the people, and spoke of the great privilege God had given to him in allowing him to build a house for His name in Jerusalem.  Then he kneeled down and spread his hands toward heaven.

SOLOMON
Oh Yahweh, God of Israel... there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or in earth beneath... for will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this house that I have built.

SFX fade voice out and in as each section of prayer quoted.


When trouble come upon Thy people because of their sins, if they pray toward this place, and confess Thy name and turn from their sin, when Thou afflictest them:  Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of Thy servants, and of Thy people Israel.


Now arise, O Yahweh, and come to Thy resting place, Thou and the ark of Thy might.  May Thy priests, O Yahweh, be clothed with salvation, may Thy saints rejoice in your goodness.


Oh Heavenly Father, do not reject Thine anointed one, remember the great love promised to David Thy servant.

NARRATOR
Suddenly, when Solomon ended his prayer, fire fell from heaven upon the sacrifices on the altar and consumed them all.

SFX fire - alone 2 seconds

ALL PEOPLE
Ohhh!  (gasp) (SFX crowd noises cease)
NARRATOR
The people were afraid at the sight of such a miracle and fell upon the ground and worshipped God.

ALL PEOPLE
For God is good, His mercy endureth forever!

NARRATOR
Then Solomon sent everyone home, full of gladness for all God’s goodness.

Music to break sequence.


God blessed Solomon with riches as He had promised.  So Israel became a strong and rich nation.  Solomon ruled over all the land from the River Euphrates to the land of Egypt.  In Israel the king built many cities.  He built a grand palace for himself too, and placed his throne there.  It was very beautiful, made of ivory covered with gold.  Golden lions stood on each side of the six steps which led up to the throne.  Even the king’s cups and plates were made of gold too.  Many servants waited upon him.  They served him and his family and all the guests at his table with plenty of fine, tasty food every day.  The ordinary people, too, lived happily and in peace.  They had no enemy to fear.  God had truly shown His goodness to David’s son.


One day, a strange visitor arrived in Jerusalem.  It was the Queen of Sheba! 

(Regal procession music alone 10 seconds, then continuing in background).


She was accompanied by many servants.  Her camels brought spices, gold and precious stones as presents for King Solomon.  (Music alone - 4 seconds then gradually dies out).


Far away in the south, she had heard of the wisdom and glory which the God of Israel had given to him.  Now she came to test Solomon with hard questions.  She wanted to see how wise he really was.  Coming before Solomon, she asked him everything she wanted to know.  Solomon answered all her questions.  There was nothing which he could not tell her!  When the Queen of Sheba heard his wisdom and saw the Temple and all the glory of his Kingdom, she was overwhelmed.

Q. OF SHEBA
The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and your wisdom is true!  But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes.  Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard!  How happy your men must be!  How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!  Praise be to Yahweh your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel!


Because of Yahweh’s eternal love for Israel, he made you king, to maintain justice and righteousness.

NARRATOR
Then they gave one another precious gifts, and the Queen returned to her own country.  


During the reign of King Solomon, many people from other countries learned about the God of Israel and the wisdom and glory which He only can give.

Music to end.
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