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The Temple of Solomon
Stage 2 

The Temple of Solomon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Solomon

· Hiram

· Singers


	


SCENE 1    
 (PLACARD WISDOM)

ALL SING
O GIVE THANKS... (No. 113)
Small group standing linked arm in arm across stage.
NARRATOR
Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead of David his father and prospered, and all Israel obeyed him.
Music
POEM
The stories we intend to tell occurred in by-gone days, when God was wont to use His men in many different ways.  The characters of whom we sing all had their part to play.  A lesson clear for all of us to follow in His way.
Music
NARRATOR
So Solomon with all his congregation with him, went to the high place that was at Gibeon, for there was the Tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Moses the servant of the Lord made in the wilderness.
ALL SING
v1 AND CHORUS (... the stories we intend)
Enter Solomon with attendants.  Musical accompaniment group.
Fanfare, Solomon recline on B. chair - sleeps, night.
NARRATOR
In that night did God appear unto Solomon and said unto him - Ask what I shall give thee.
SOLOMON
Give me now wisdom and knowledge that I may go out and come in before this people, for who can judge this thy people that is so great?
NARRATOR
God said to Solomon - Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee, and I will give thee riches, wealth and honour.
ALL SING
v2 AND CHORUS (... the story of king Solomon)
Solomon stands at the back.
NARRATOR
Now Solomon determined to build an house for the name of the Lord and an house for his kingdom.
POEM


Solomon sent to Hiram and said




Please deal well with me,




Thou knewest David my father,




A letter contains my plea.

Chords,  Solomon forward with scroll, unroll.
SOLOMON
From Solomon King of Judah to Hiram King of Tyre:  Greetings.




Thy trade with wisdom doth excel,




Wares which thou must buy and sell.




With you, an agreement I would make,




A project I must undertake.




My father David desired to build,




A house for the Lord our God.




But he was not allowed this joy,




Because he had shed much blood.




And so the test was granted me,




To build it as was planned.




A place of beauty where all could see,




The glory of God in our land.




Twenty thousand measures of wheat,




For the hewers and masons you lend, (hand up grain, wine and oil)



Barley, Oil and our choicest wine,




In exchange for the timber, we’ll send.

ALL SING
OH THE LORD WILL BLESS ALL THEM ...... (chorus).

SCENE 2   
(PLACARD - WORKMEN)

All workmen and props on stage (timber, iron, gold, silver, brass, blue, purple, scarlet, paper).  Music.
Enter Hiram.
NARRATOR
Then Hiram king of Tyre answered in writing to Solomon.

Hiram enters, unrolls scroll - Fanfare.
HIRAM


Greetings.



Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,




The maker of heaven and earth.




To a son descended from David,




Knowing wisdom and its true worth.




Your wisdom and understanding,




Has become a thing of renown.




And may the Lord God bless thee,




Your honour and praises resound.




Now I have complied with your wishes,




And sent unto a man.




Who is cunning, endued with wisdom,




He is a son of a woman of Dan.




He is skilled to work with all metals




In gold, in silver and brass




He is clever in all manner of graving,




He is equal to any task.




We will cut you the timbers of Lebanon,




And send you as much as you need.




We will float it by sea to Joppa,


Overland - it will then proceed.
Music to exit Hiram.
ALL SING
HARK O HARK - A HOUSE FOR GOD..... (no chorus).
Unroll colours.
NARRATOR
Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah.
Music.
POEM


And so the work of the temple began,




That would be for the glory of Yah.




It began the fourth year of Solomon’s reign,




On the mount that was called Moriah.




Iron and brass and gold and silver,




See the workmen at their task,




Bring the linen fine, blue and purple thine,




For God says I’ll give thee all thou ask.

Action from workmen while singing chorus beginning with Iron and Brass 




etc.



The workers were numbered throughout all the land,




One hundred and fifty thousand and more,




They worked seven years and a temple now stood,




Where once was a threshing floor.

NARRATOR
Thus all the work that Solomon made for the house of the Lord was finished.

All group - attitude of prayer.
ALL SING
THY PEOPLE LORD DO CALL AND PRAY...
SCENE 3    
(PLACARD - WORSHIP)
Teenagers come to front - sing Consider the lilies quote Matthew 6:28.

Solomon centre stage.
SOLOMON
Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel in the seventh month.  The Levites took up the ark, the tabernacle and all the holy vessels.  Behold the ark cometh.
Trumpets - recording Psalm 150.  The ark comes down isle with lampstands and tables (group 5 on each side)  Also down right isle musical instruments etc. a minute later.
ALL SAY
For He is good His mercy endureth forever.
NARR/ALL SING
THE LORD IS IN THICK DARKNESS.......
Solomon comes front on stand.
SOLOMON
The Lord hath said he would dwell in thick darkness, but I have built an house for thee, and a place for thy dwelling for ever.
NARRATOR
The king turned his face to the whole congregation of Israel.
PRAYER
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.
SOLOMON
The Lord God spake to my father David saying 


”I have chosen Jerusalem that my name might be there, I have chosen David He shall not build my house His son shall build an house for my name”.
NARR/ALL SING
O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD GOD......

Solomon kneels.
PRAYER
O Lord God of Israel there is no God like thee.  Hear thy servant, and when thou hearest - forgive.  Hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place and forgive.  Render unto every man according unto all his ways whose heart thou knowest.  Now my God, let I beseech thee thine eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. (v41,42)
Music (fire thunder etc.)

WISDOM OF SOLOMON - SONG SHEET
1.
O give ye thanks, O give ye thanks


Unto the Lord for he is good.


Because His mercy doth endure,


Praise ye the Lord for evermore,


O give ye thanks, O give ye thanks,


Unto the Lord for He is good.

2.
The stories we intend to tell, occurred in by-gone days,


When God was wont to use His men in many different ways.


The characters of whom we sing, all had their part to play,


A lesson clear for all of us to follow in His way.

Chorus


O the Lord will bless all them (repeat)


Whatever man may think or muse,


To walk with God do not refuse,


Let us proclaim the joyful news,


Into sad hearts His joy infuse,


O yes, the Lord will bless those who His name confess.


The story of king Solomon, wisdom he asked of God,


For he had gone to Gibeon, that’s where the altar stood.


The king did not ask for wealth or store,


Neither for long life.


Yes, we must ask for wisdom too, so far this let us strive.

3.
Hark O hark the joyful story, of a house built by a king.


Send me many trees, firs and cedars please,


For the house is where the Lord will dwell.


Tis a song of endless praise, in a house built by a king.


Grain and wine and oil, grain and wine and oil,


Payment to great Hiram king of Tyre.


Build a house, build a house, Solomon a man of peace,


Build a house, build a house, Solomon the king, a man of peace.

Chorus


Iron and brass and gold and silver, see the workman at their task,


Bring the linen fine, blue, and purple thine,


For God says I’ll give thee all thou ask.


Tis a song of endless praises, in a house built for the Lord,


Sweet incense to Him - offerings to bring,


Let us join our praise in one accord.

4.
Thy people Lord, do call and pray, to bless their work - thy due,


Far stretching great and wonderful, a promise ever new.


And they who dwell in Thy fair land, all blessing on them give,


Creations God by whom all live, are safe within thy hand.

Chorus



Lord of the sunlit ocean, Lord of the starlit sky,


Thine arm is ever strong to save, Thy love is ever nigh (repeat).

5.
The Lord is in thick darkness, in this house He will dwell,


In all the glow of radiant gold, the brass and iron as well,


We bow the head, we bend the knee,


Peace is ours alone with Thee, alone O God with Thee.

6.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord God,


For His mercy is for ever.


The Lord God is good - ever good,


Mercy endureth, ever, Give thanks unto the Lord, give thanks.

All say:  For He is good, His mercy endureth forever.
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