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David
Stage 2 

David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Child 1

· Child 2

· Elder 1

· Elder 2

· Elder 3
· Samuel

· Jesse

· Eliab

· David

· Servant

· Eliab

· Abinadab

· Shammar

· Keeper

· Army of Israel x4
· Philistine army x12

· Goliath & armour bearer

· Saul

· Abner

· Jonathan

· 2 others from army

· Priests and Levites

· Women


	


SCENE 1
SAMUEL COMES TO BETHLEMHEM TO ANOINT DAVID

NARRATOR
God had rejected Saul from being King over Israel.  Saul had tried to please the people instead of pleasing God.  A new king must be chosen who would honour and obey God.  So Samuel came to Bethlehem to anoint one of the sons of Jesse.

Two children and elders on stage.  Samuel enters front door.
CHILDREN
Excited, run to elders.  Samuel's coming, Samuel's coming and he's got a heifer with him.

ELDER 1
Are you sure its Samuel child?  Surely you are mistaken.

ELDER 2
Why would Samuel come here?  We haven't done anything wrong have we?  Come on we had better go and greet him.


Elders speak to Samuel from stage.
ELDER 3
Greetings my lord Samuel.  Is something wrong?  Do you come peaceably my lord?

SAMUEL
Yes, I come to make a sacrifice.  Set yourselves apart and come with me to the sacrificeSamuel goes through kitchen door and around to back of stage.
ELDER 1
Quickly, we must prepare ourselves.


Samuel enters.
ELDER 3
We are indeed honoured by your visit Samuel.

SAMUEL
I have come especially at the behest of Yahweh to see Jesse the Bethlehemite and his family.  Sanctify them and bid them to come to the sacrifice.

ELDER 2
I'll go at once.  Elder leaves and brings back Jesse and 7 sons.  Jesse bows to Samuel.
JESSE
My lord Samuel, you sent for us.  How can we be of service?

SAMUEL
Yahweh hath sent me.  He has chosen one of your sons to be the next King of Israel.

JESSE
One of my sons.  Surely this is a great honour for such a humble house as mine.  Blessed be Yahweh our God.

SAMUEL
Bring your sons before me Jesse.


Jesse brings eldest son Eliab.
SAMUEL
Your name son.

ELIAB
Eliab, my lord Samuel, the eldest son of my father Jesse.

SAMUEL
Surely Yahweh's anointed is before me.

NARRATOR
But Yahweh said to Samuel, "look not on his countenance or on the height of his stature because I have refused him.  For Yahweh seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart".  So Samuel passed to the next son Abinadab, and to the other sons, but Yahweh had not chosen them either.


Samuel passes to the next son.
SAMUEL
The Lord has not chosen thee either.


Samuel passes to the next.
SAMUEL
No, the Lord has not chosen thee.


Samuel looks puzzled, all the young men were rejected - he thinks for a moment and then says.
SAMUEL
Jesse, are all thy sons here?

JESSE
There yet remains the youngest, but he is out minding the sheep.

SAMUEL
Send for him.

JESSE
But Lord, he is but a lad.

SAMUEL
Send for him.

JESSE
Eliab, fetch David home at once.

ELIAB
Yes, father.

ELIAB
Turns to servant.  Servant, come with me.  You must mind the sheep while I fetch David home.

SERVANT
David loves his sheep.  I will look after them well.


Eliab and servant go out from door.
ELIAB
David, David, come at once.


Eliab and David come in front door.
ELIAB
Father needs you at Bethlehem. Samuel has come to choose a new King for Israel.  And the King is to be chosen from our family.

DAVID
I'm sorry to be so long father, you wanted me.

JESSE
Yes, my son.  This is the prophet Samuel.  You have no doubt heard of him.

DAVID
Indeed father, who has not. (Bows.  Your servant my lord.

SAMUEL
David, do you see this horn of oil.  Do you know what it's used for?

DAVID
Why sir, didn't you anoint King Saul with oil, as the priests are anointed.

SAMUEL
That is correct my son, and today I have come to anoint a new king, to take over the rulership of Israel when King Saul dies.  I was directed by Yahweh to choose a man from among you.

DAVID
One of my brothers.

SAMUEL
No my son.  Kneel down, for I have found the next King of Israel.


Samuel anoints David.


Curtains Close.
SCENE 2 JESSE SENDS DAVID TO SEE HOW HIS BROTHERS ARE GOING IN THE BATTLE AGAINST THE PHILISTINES.
DAVID AND GOLIATH

Background and Props:  Backdrop of hills, 10 loaves, cheese, corn, staff, sling, scrip, brook, stones, Goliath's sword, spear and shield,  Saul's armour, crown and cloak.  Spears for armies and shields.  Banners for Israelite and Philistine armies, Jonathan's robe, girdle, bow.

NARRATOR
The Philistines had marched into Israel.  King Saul and his men came out to fight against them.  Jesse's three eldest sons are with King Saul at the battle site.  Jesse is concerned about their welfare.


Jesse and 4 sons on stage and David and servant.
JESSE
The battle with the Philistines has been going on for a long time now.  I wonder how Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah are faring.  How I would like some news of them.

SON 1
The Philistines are a fierce bunch of men.

SON 2
I hear they are in the valley of Elah now.

SON 3
Perhaps you should send someone to the camp of Israel.

SON 4
Why not send David.  We could leave a keeper with his sheep.

JESSE
We do need to know some news.  Come to me David.  I want you to take some food to your brothers in the camp of Israel.  See how they are getting on.  Take this corn, also these 10 loaves and some cheese and hurry back for I am worried.
DAVID
Yes father, I shall go.


David picks up sack of food and then turns to servant.
DAVID
Will you take good care of my sheep while I am gone?

SERVANT
Of course David, I'll look after them for I know you love them all.


David leaves by front door and Jesse and sons go out back door.


Both armies take up positions on either side of stage.  David comes through front door and comes to Israelite army, gives the food to the keeper...
DAVID
I am David the son of Jesse.  My father has sent me to see how my brothers are and to give them this food.

KEEPER
Your brothers are down the lines that way.  Go find them.  I'll take care of the provisions you bring.

ELIAB
Speaks to Abinadab and Shammah.  Well, look who's here Abinadab, Shammah.  David's here.

ABINADAB
I wonder why he's come down here.

SHAMMAH
Yes, and I wonder who he's left the sheep with.

ELIAB
Speaks to David.  Have you come alone, how is our father and our brothers?


Goliath enters with armour bearer.  Israel trembles ... David's brothers step back, David stands still and listens.
GOLIATH
Why are you come out to set your battle in array.  Am not I a Philistine and ye the servants of Saul:  Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me.  If he be able to fight with me then we will be your servants:  but if I prevail against him and kill him then shall ye be our servants and service us.  I defy the armies of Israel this day.  Give me a man that we may fight together.  Goliath goes out back door.
DAVID
Who is that, that defies the armies of Israel.

MAN OF ISRAEL 1


That's Goliath the Philistine champion.  He has shouted at us like that for 40 days now.  We are scared.

MAN OF ISRAEL 2


The king has offered a reward for anyone who will fight him and kill him.

DAVID
What sort of reward?

MAN OF ISRAEL 1

For a start, Goliath's killer will receive a lot of money.  On top of that his family will no longer have to pay taxes and he'll be able to marry one of the Kings daughters.

DAVID
Who does this uncircumcised Philistine think he is.  How dare he defy the army of the living God.


Eliab shoves his way back to David.
ELIAB
Angrily.  David, why haven't you gone back to your sheep.  I know your pride and your wilful heart, you have come down that you might see the battle.  Now off you go.

DAVID
I have not done wrong.  There is a reason why I stay.

NARRATOR
David's words were rehearsed before Saul, and Saul speaks to David.


Saul comes in back door on Israel's side to see David.  David bows to Saul.
DAVID
Tell your men to worry no more.  I am your servant and will go and fight the Philistine.

SAUL
Amused.  No David, you are so young.  This monster is very experienced in war.  You could not go against a fellow like that.

DAVID
Sir, I have killed a lion and a bear which came to kill my fathers sheep.  He is no better than them.  Yahweh delivered me out of the paw of the lion and the bear, and He will deliver me out of the hand of the Philistine.

SAUL
Very well, go, and Yahweh go with you.  I will give you my own armour lad.


Saul calls for his armour and it is put on David.
DAVID
No, I would rather not use this as I am not used to it.


David takes his sling, scrip and staff and goes and picks up 5 stones and puts them in his scrip.  He stands up as Goliath comes out.
GOLIATH
What!  You come to me with a stick.  Am I a dog?  Come over here and I'll leave your carcase to the birds and wild beasts of the field to eat.

DAVID
You come to me with a sword and a spear and a shield, but I come to you in the name of Yahweh of Hosts the God of the armies of Israel whom you have defied.  This day will God deliver you into my hand and all this assembly shall know that Yahweh saveth not with sword or spear for the battle is His.

GOLIATH
By Dagon, you shall not live long.


Goliath stomps towards David who loads his sling and throws.  Goliath collapses and David takes Goliath's sword and chops off his head.


Great shout from Israel ... they chase the Philistines off stage.
SONG
When David and Goliath met the wrong against the right.  The giant armed with human power, and David with God's might.


God's power with David's sling and stone the giant low did lay,


And the God that lived in David's time is just the same today.


Just the same, just the same


God is just the same today.


Just the same, just the same,


God is just the same today.


Saul, Abner, Jonathan and 2 others come on stage through back.
SAUL
To Abner.  Who was that young fellow who killed the giant?

ABNER
I know little about him.  When he comes back I will bring him to you.  I hear men coming now.


Abner goes out and brings back David carrying the giants head.
SAUL
To Jonathan.  Do you know him Jonathan?

SAUL
Whose son are you young man?

DAVID
I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.

JONATHAN
Yahweh was your strength today David.  Your faith became our strength.  He is our Saviour.  Do tell me of when He saved you and your sheep from the bear and lion?

SAUL
Jonathan, I see you wish to talk with David.  He must stay here now and become my armour bearer.  When I am not well you can play for me.  It will help.  Jonathan will have your company.


Saul and others leave.
NARRATOR
And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.  And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.

JONATHAN
I know that you have been anointed by Samuel, I have seen that Yahweh is with you.  Now I want you to accept my loyalty.  Please have my robe, my girdle and my bow and arrows.  Our love for Yahweh is knit together.  Let us make a covenant together.


David accepts and they go off with arms around shoulders.
NARRATOR
And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him and behaved himself wisely:  and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants.


Close curtains.
SCENE 3  ISRAEL RETURNS AFTER A VICTORY OVER THE PHILISTINES
Background and props:  Backdrop of hills, Saul's armour, musical instruments, etc.


Army marches in front door, David close by Saul with his armour ... girls on stage with tambourines, dancing and singing.
GIRLS
Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.


Saul frowns and looks angrily at David. 


When army reaches stage, girls divide into 2 groups on either side of stage and let the army through who then march out back door.
NARRATOR
And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.  And Saul was afraid of David, because Yahweh was with him, and was departed from Saul.


Close curtains.
SCENE 4  DAVID AND SAUL (IN CAVE AT EN GEDI
Background and props:  Cave, sword, cloth, spears, armour, etc.

NARRATOR
Saul was so jealous of David that he constantly tried to kill him.  David had to hide from the King, who hunted him from place to place.  After a while a band of men, tired of Saul's evil ways gathered around David.  There were about 600 of them.  David became their captain.  They moved from one hiding place to another always on the look out for Saul and his men.  Saul returned from fighting the Philistines and was told 'David is in the wilderness of Engedi'.  So he took 3000 men with him and went to look for him.  At Engedi were many deep caves, where men could hide.  In one of these David and his men hid from Saul's army.  But into this very cave Saul came to rest when he was hunting for David.  He did not know that David and his men were hiding further back in the sides of the cave, for they had heard Saul and his men coming.


David and his men in the cave.  Saul and his men enter via kitchen.
MAN 1
My lord David, it's Saul, it's Saul the King, he's entered the cave to rest.

DAVID
Move well back into the cave; quickly the King comes this way.  Shhh, not a word from anyone.

SAUL
Saul and men lay down, Abner keeps watch facing audience at bottom of stairs. Spotlight on Saul and men.  This looks like a good place to rest.  Men, we'll all rest a while.  Ah, that is better.

MAN 1
Spotlight turns to David and men.  Now is your chance David, to kill your enemy.

MAN 2
Surely, God has given Saul into your hand David, do to him as seems good unto thee.

DAVID
Give me my sword.  David creeps up and cuts off a piece of Saul's garment and returns to his men.
DAVID
Feels sorry.  Oh what have I done.  It is not right that I should do anything to harm my master, God's anointed.

MAN 2
But my lord David, this is Saul, here in our hands, the man who has caused all of us such misery.

MAN 3
No wait, don't you see, David is right, killing Saul is returning his evil with our own.

MAN 4
Yes, yes David is right.  Saul is God's anointed.  God has made him King over us.  Then what do we do now.

DAVID
We will wait, we will trust in God.  He will punish Saul in his own good time.  Saul stirs.
MAN 1
Master, the King is waking.

DAVID
Everyone be silent, our lives depend on it.  Wait here I'm going out after him.

MAN 3
No, my Lord, he will kill you.


Spotlight returns to Saul.
SAUL
Oh David, where is he.  I must find him.  I must kill him.  Get up all of you, our enemy is in these hills somewhere.  David must not escape me this time.


Saul and men exit down stairs and David calls to Saul.
DAVID
My lord the King.  Saul returns to stage and speaks to David.
SAUL
David.

DAVID
Why do you listen to men who say 'Behold David intends to harm you, today God has delivered you into my hand in the cave.  Some of my men wanted me to kill you, but I will not hurt Yahweh's anointed.  Look (holds up piece of robe) a piece of your robe here in my hand.  (Saul looks at his garment).  I cut if off while you slept, I could have killed you.  May Yahweh judge between us and deliver me out of your hand'.


Saul is humbled.
SAUL
David my son.  You are more righteous than I, you have rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded you evil.  There can be no doubt now my son, God will take the kingdom from me and give it to you.  You will be King.  Promise me before Yahweh that you will not kill my family when you are King, so that my name will continue.

DAVID
I promise my lord, I will not do such a thing.

NARRATOR
So Saul and his army returned home, but David and his men remained for David well knew Saul's heart that he would soon forget the kindness David had shown to him, and try to kill him again.  The Lord Jesus Christ said these words many years later "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, BLESS THEM THAT CURSE YOU AND DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE YOU AND PRAY FOR THEM THAT DESPITEFULLY USE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU".

Curtains close.

SCENE 5  DAVID LAMENTS AFTER THE DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN.
NARRATOR
Once more the Philistines were fighting against Israel.  Jonathan, David's special friend and a very brave soldier for Israel was slain as he fought in the battle.  Two other sons of Saul were also killed, and Saul the King of Israel died also.  When David heard of this he took hold on his clothes and rent them;  and likewise all the men that were with him;  and they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of Yahweh, and for the house of Israel;  because they were fallen by the sword.


David stands in front of curtains with clothes rent.
DAVID
With feeling.

How are the mighty fallen!


The bow of Jonathan turned not back,


And the sword of Saul returned not empty...


In their death they were not divided:


They were swifter than eagles,


They were stronger than lions...


I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan:


Very pleasant hast thou been unto me:


They love to me was wonderful,


Passing the love of women.


How are the mighty fallen,


And the weapons of war perished!


Music.

SCENE 6   BRINGING UP THE ARK TO ZION
Background  
Jerusalem walls and gate.

Props
Ark on poles with blue cloth to cover, trumpets, priests in white, palm leaves or similar, musical instruments, etc.

NARRATOR
After King Saul's death, David went to Hebron.  he Men of Judah anointed David King and he reigned from Hebron for seven and a half years.  After that all the tribes of Israel realised that David would be a good king and so they anointed him as King over all Israel.  David wanted to reign from Jerusalem and so the city was captured from the Jebusites.  Jerusalem became known as 'The City of David'.  But David knew that his nation lacked one thing to make it spiritually strong - a way for Israel to worship the Lord.  He called on the people to go with him to bring the Ark up to Jerusalem.


Two boys and their father on stage, while David leads the procession through the front door - David followed by the priests with trumpets then priests carrying the ark, Levites with musical instruments and everyone rejoicing.
BOY 1
Father, what are the priests carrying?

FATHER
The ark of the covenant, son.

BOY 2
Where has it been?

FATHER
The Philistines captured it, but when trouble came to them they were afraid and sent it back; it has been stored away for many years.  King David is now bringing it up to Jerusalem.


David, priests, Levites lead onto stage and say their parts.  Levites recite Psalm 132:8-14.
LEVITE 1
Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou and the ark of thy strength.

LEVITE 2
Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy.

LEVITE 3
For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of thine anointed.,

LEVITE 4
The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it;  of the fruit of thy body will I sit upon thy throne.

LEVITE 5
If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.

LEVITE 6
For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he had desired it for his habitation.

LEVITE 7
This is my rest for ever:  here will I dwell:  for I have desired it.

DAVID
Lift up your heads, O ye gates ... and the king of glory shall come in.

1ST GROUP
Who is the King of glory?

2ND GROUP
The Lord God Almighty, he is the King of Glory.


The rest of actors come in front door (eldest first) waving palm leaves and assemble on stage to sing Anthem 41.

Erect your heads, eternal gates; unfold, unfold to entertain, the King of Glory, the King of Glory.  See!  He comes with His celestial train.  Who is the King of Glory, Who?  The Lord for strength renown'd.  In battle mighty, in battle mighty, o'er His foes, o'er His foes eternal victor crowned, in battle mighty, in battle mighty, o'er His foes eternal victor crown'd. 


Curtains.
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