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David
Stage 2 

David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Samuel
· Jesse
· David
· Saul
· Goliath
· Abner
· Jonathon
· Ahimelech
· Doeg
· Achish and advisors
· Witch
· Abishai
· Man 1

· Man 2

· Man 3
	


SCENE 1
DAVID TENDING SHEEP

NARRATOR
Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord spake by me and his word was in my tongue.  The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, he that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.  And he shall be as the light of the morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.  Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure; for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow.


Voices in the hills
VOICES
David, David come over here, Samuel wants you.


Exit David

Samuel anoints David
SAMUEL
Yahweh seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart.  Arise annoint him for this is he.

SCENE 2

BRIGHT SUNNY MORNING.  DAVID TENDING FLOCKS


Enter Jesse
JESSE
David, come over here, I want you to do something for me.  See this food here; take it down to your three brothers and give these cheeses to the captain over their thousand.

DAVID
All right father.

JESSE
And while you're down there, see how they are getting on, and bring back any messages for me, OK?

DAVID
Right, I'll do it first thing tomorrow morning, father, but right now I'll get someone to look after my flock while I'm gone.

JESSE
Yes, that's a good idea.


Exit Jesse and David
SCENE 3



VALLEY OF ELAH


Enter David.  Three brethren out one wing.  David sees them.  Goliath shouting in background.
GOLIATH
COME ON YOU COWARDS!  WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?  I'M ONLY AN UNCIRCUMCISED GROVELLER.  COME ON ‑ PICK OUT YOUR BEST MAN TO FIGHT ME! HA, HA, HA!!!


David is dumbfounded at the claims of Goliath.
DAVID
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he defies the armies of the living God?


At this some of the men turn around and look at him.  One speaks.

MAN IN ARMY
I'll tell you who he is ‑ he's Goliath.  He's been coming out here for 40 days, absolutely demoralising us.  Saul said if anyone is brave enough to go out there to kill him, he will give him his daughter and great riches.

DAVID
Well, why hasn't somebody gone out there?  He's defiled our God!  Why doesn't somebody do something?

ELIAB
Arrogantly

What do you think you're doing down here?  Who said you could leave those few sheep you had back there.  I know the pride of your heart, you've come down to see the battle, haven't you?  Does your father know you're here?

DAVID
Of course he does.  He sent me.  But who's going to do something about Goliath?


Singles out people
DAVID
Are you going to?  What about you, why don't you?  Why, why.... Oh!  I give up!


Goliath yells again

CURTAIN

SCENE 4
SAUL
So you think you can take him on, do you?

DAVID
Let no man's heart fail him, thy servant will go and fight him.

SAUL
Oh, but you're just a youth.

DAVID
That may be so, but a while ago I was tending my sheep, and one day there came a lion and another day a bear, and I slew both of them.  If thy servant can slay a lion and a bear, then this animal shall be as one of them.  Yahweh delivered me out of the mouth of the lion and of the bear, and shall deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.

SAUL
David, you go, and I hope Yahweh is with you, but you can try on my armour if you like.

DAVID
(Hesitatingly)  Oh no, I have not tested them out really, this sling should be enough.

SAUL
All right David, I'll leave you to him.


David puts 5 stones in bag.  Goliath comes on ranting and raving ‑ stops, amazed to see a stripling.

GOLIATH
Am I a dog?  I curse you by Dagon.  You come to me David and I'll give your flesh to the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field.

DAVID
You come to me with a sword and spear and a shield, but I come to you representing Yahweh the God of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day will Yahweh deliver thee into mine hand, and I will smite you, and take your head from you and give the carcases of the armies of the Philistines to the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field, and then all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel and all this assembly will know that Yahweh saveth not with the sword and with the spear, because the battle is Yahweh's and he will give it into our hands.


David slings stone at Goliath's head.
DAVID
Come on, lets go.


CURTAIN

SCENE 5


Saul on stage on throne ‑ messenger enters (Abner)
ABNER
Saul, have you heard what they are saying out there?

SAUL
No, what?

ABNER
Saul has slain his thousands, but David his ten thousands!


At this, Saul puffs chest out and narrows eyes.
SAUL
Humph.  Ten thousands, hey..... a thousand.  They're giving David all the glory and what else can he have but the kingdom?  Ten thousand is it?  Well, we'll see about that!


Saul calms down, an evil look comes upon him.
SCENE 6

Enter David, Jonathan on stage.
DAVID
What have I done?  What have I done wrong, Jonathan?  Your father's trying to kill me?

JONATHAN
Oh, come on, no one's trying to kill you.  If my father does anything, no matter what it is, he always tells me, so why should he hide this from me?

DAVID
Because he knows our souls are knit together and you will stand by me.  But I'm telling you for sure, that I'm only a step away from death because of your father's hatred of me.

JONATHAN
Well, can I do anything to help you?

DAVID
Yeah, I'll tell you what ‑ tomorrow is the new moon, and I'll be expected to sit with the king at meat, but I won't, I'll go and hide in the field for three days.  If your father notices that I'm not there, and asks you why, you say, "David asked leave of me to go home to Bethlehem, because there is a feast on there for my family".  And if he says, "Well that's all right", then it's OK, he's not after me, but if he gets angry, then he is determined to do me evil.


Jonathan, you and I have come together to know each other, not through flesh or personality or anything else ‑ we have come together and made a covenant of Yahweh, because we both love him.

JONATHAN
After I see his reaction on the third day, or if I can tell before that, then I'll tell you for sure one way or the other.  If he does react against you then I want you to go in peace, because although he is against you, Yahweh is for you.


Pause

Tomorrow is the new moon, your seat will be empty and you will be missed.  When the 3 days are finished, then you should come back here and hide by that rock over there.  I'll come down making it look as though I was practising with my bow, and shoot 3 arrows over to the side of that rock.  I'll get a lad to go and fetch the arrows and when he's half way there I'll yell out to him where the arrows are.  If I say they are on the right side of the rock then you can come out in peace, but if I say the arrows are behind it then go your way, for Yahweh has sent you away.

SCENE 7
SAUL
Angry


Where is David, Jonathan, he should be here.

JONATHAN
David asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem for a family feast.

SAUL
Fierce

You son of a perverse rebellious woman!  Don't you know you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own confusion.  Look, as long as he liveth you shall not be established and you will never be King.  Now go and get him and bring him to me and he shall surely die.

JONATHAN
What has he done that is worthy of death?


Storms off
SCENE 8

DAVID COMES TO NOB

AHIMELECH
Frightened, anxious


Why have you come here alone David, how is it no one else is with you?

DAVID
The king gave me a commandment to do some urgent business for him and I'm not allowed to let any one know what I was sent for, or what I was commanded to do.  Now tell me, what have you got under your hand ‑ I want 5 loaves or as many as you can give me.

AHIMELECH
I haven't got any ordinary bread, only the hallowed shewbread.  You can have it if you have been ceremonially clean.

DAVID
We have been for the last 3 days.

AHIMELECH
All right, you can have this since there is nothing else.


Doeg watching
DOEG
Ah...........

DAVID
One other thing, would you be able to give me a sword or spear?  I didn't have time to get my own weapons, as the King's business was so urgent.

AHIMELECH
Now let me think.... I know!  The sword of Goliath the Philistine is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod.  You can have that, because we haven't got any other weapons beside that one.

DAVID
That'll be fine; there is no better sword than that one.


Doeg comes on stage and stops, seeing David, then walks off again

DAVID
Oh no ‑ Doeg is sure to tell Saul now, we will have to get out of here.  Where can we go?


Looks at the sword


I know, he would never think we would go down there.


To his men


We will go to Gath.

SCENE 9

GATH


Achish seated, advisers around him.  David walks past and stops in the wing.
ADVISERS
Isn't that David, the king of the land?  Didn't they sing to each other about him, how Saul had slain his thousands and David his ten thousands?  I don't know why you let him stay here, Achish!

ACHISH
All right, go and bring him to me.


Enter David, escorted
DAVID
feigns madness

Ah yooo gaaa hee haww hoo ooooo etc

ACHISH
Look!  Look at him will you.  A madman playing his games.  What did you bring him to me for?  Don't you think there's enough madmen around here already???!!  Get rid of him ‑ take him away!

SCENE 10

THE CAVE OF ADULLAM

JOAB
You sure did pick a good spot to hide here David, he'll never find us here.

ABISHAI
Who cares if he does?  I've been saving this spear especially for Saul's fifth rib.

DAVID
There's someone coming


Enter Mr X
DAVID
What do you want?

MR X
We heard that you were against Saul and we want to join you.  We're absolutely fed up.  We want to help you overthrow Saul.

DAVID
All right, come in.


Exit Mr X

Yes, we sure are gathering quite a crowd.  How many did you say have joined us?

JOAB
Four hundred

DAVID
Four hundred, eh?  You know, when I was sixteen, I had four hundred sheep in my father's flock to look after.  Four hundred timid little sheep.

JOAB
Times change, don't they.

DAVID
They sure do, and I tell you what ‑ in that cave there are MEN OF BELIAL.  I'll have to be very careful; I'm not dealing with sheep any more.


Optional conversation between two typical members of David's merrymen
MR X
(Rough voice)  Come on in David, you're missing the fun!

DAVID
Oh I think I will sleep out here tonight.

MR X
Well, I'll see you in the morning.  Boy am I tired.


Lets out a yawn.  Exit Mr X.  David alone settles down to sleep, various noises from inside cave.
DAVID
I lie among lions, even among them that are set on fire, whose teeth are like spears and arrows, and their tongue like a sharp sword.


Nods off to sleep
SCENE 11


SAUL AT NOB


Saul under a tree looking miserable.
ABNER
We have just received news that the prophet Gad went to David and told him to go into the land of Judah.

SAUL
Brightens up

Great!  Now listen to me, my Benjamitish brothers ‑ is this son of Jesse going to draw you all away from me, or are you going to remain loyal to your king?  Is he going to make you commanders of hundreds and captains of thousands and give you fields and vineyards so you will all conspire against me?  (with self pity)  No one told me that my son had made a league with him; no one told me that my son stirred him up against me, to try and ambush me.  No one is sorry for me!  (Mutters)

DOEG
Looking around anxiously, nasal voice as he comes crawling forward

I saw the son of Jesse down at Nob.  Ahimelech inquired of Yahweh for him and gave him food and a sword.

SAUL
Go and get those priests.


Enter Ahimelech
SAUL
Listen to me, son of Ahitub.

AHIMELECH
Here I am, my lord.

SAUL
Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse in that you have given him bread and a sword and have inquired of God for him, so that he riseth up against me and lies in wait, as unto this day.

AHIMELECH
Who among your servants is so faithful as David, who is the king's son‑in‑law, and captain over your bodyguard and honoured in your house?  Today is not the first time I have inquired of God for him.  Do not impute to your servant for I have known nothing of David being a traitor.

SAUL
You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and your father's house.


To Abner

Turn and kill the priests of Yahweh, because their hand also is with David.  They knew he had fled and did not tell me.  Kill them now.


Abner backs off.  Saul looks at Doeg, Doeg nods.  Exit Abimelech and Doeg.
SCENE 12

ABIATHAR TELLS DAVID


Abiathar runs in
ABIATHAR
David ‑ all the priests have been killed at Nob!  Saul commanded Doeg to slay them!

DAVID
I knew it.  That day at Nob when Doeg was there ‑ I thought he would tell Saul.

ABIATHAR
And that's no all he killed.  He killed every man, woman and child in the place and all the cattle and sheep, and he's the one who is supposed to be chief shepherd in Israel.  I am the only one left alive.

DAVID
You will be able to stay with us now Abiathar, you will be safe here.

SCENE 13


DAVID AND JONATHAN

ABIATHAR
What's worrying you David?

DAVID
I'm terrified of Saul, he is fanatical and determined to get me.  Every day since we escaped from Keilah we have seen his spies out searching for us.  It's really getting me down, this running here and there.  I'm sick of being hunted down like an animal on the run.


Exit Abiathar
JONATHAN
(Shouts from distance)  David!


(Runs on stage as David stands up)

How are you?  Haven't seen you for a long time.

DAVID
It's great to see you again Jonathan, but things aren't too good with us.

JONATHAN
Oh, what's happened?

DAVID
A couple of weeks ago a messenger told us the Philistines were attacking Keilah and taking all the grain that had been threshed.  So we went and slaughtered them and got their cattle.  Then we thought we'd stay in Keilah for a while and enjoy their hospitality.  But somehow Saul found out we were there, and he would have come down and destroyed the city on my account.  And when I enquired of Yahweh, He said that the men of Keilah would have held me and delivered me over to Saul.  That's how they showed their gratitude for being saved from the Philistines.  So we ran for it.  Every day since, we have been hiding down here in the wilderness of Ziph.  We've seen a spy looking for us, ready to tell Saul where we are.  It's getting me down, Jonathan, being hunted like a dog.  I don't know what the future holds.

JONATHAN
Don't worry too much David because I'm absolutely sure that Saul my father will never lay his hands on you.  And if you wonder about the future, I'll tell you this; you're going to be king over Israel and I want to be next to you.  And Saul realises that God is with you and that it is only a matter of time before the inevitable happens ‑ and I want to be associated with you when it does.

DAVID
I'm glad you came, Jonathan, you have strengthened my hand in God.

JONATHAN
I must go quickly, they'll be looking for me.  I'll talk to you later.  (runs off)

SCENE 14

DAVID AT ZIPH

MR Y
(One of the Ziphites)  Eh, eh, Yes, He's just over the that hill.

SAUL
Good... Good (thinks silently)  Tell the men to circle around him.

DAVID
I don't like it, there are spies all over the place ‑ Saul is getting dangerously close.

JOAB
Here comes Abishai with some news.

ABISHAI
Puff, pant..  They're just on the other side of the hill!

DAVID
Come on, quick, over there men!

ABNER
He's running like a scared rabbit.

SAUL
Right, I think we have him at last, ah hah hah, tell the men to close the pincers.


David frightened, running.  Stops suddenly, seeing he is encircled.
DAVID
Dogs have compassed me about, the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me ‑ they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth ‑ like as of a lion that is greedy of his prey, as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.  Arise O Yahweh, disappoint him, cast him down ‑ deliver us from the wicked by the sword.

SAUL
What's the situation, Abner?

ABNER
We're ready to move in.

SAUL
Excellent, excellent.  We shall now finish it off.


Messenger enters

MR Z
Wait!  Saul!  Saul!  The Philistines have invaded, you must come quickly.  They are swarming in!

SAUL
(Boiling mad)  Oh No!

ABNER
What's the good of getting David if the Philistines get us?

SAUL
Come on!

NARRATOR
So David and his men escaped to Engedi.  After meeting Saul in the cave they fled to the wilderness of Paran.  We take up the story from here.

DAVID
Would you men mind doing me a favour?  I've heard that Nabal is shearing his sheep and that there is going to be a feast.  I thought that since we have been protecting his sheep you might go up there and ask him if he can give us some provisions.

MR Q
OK, we'll go right now.

DAVID
What did he say?

MR Q
I'll tell you what he said.  He said, "Who's David?  Who's the son of Jesse?  There are lots of servants these days that run away from their masters.  Do you think that I'm going to give my bread and water and my flesh to someone I've never heard of?

DAVID
I want 200 men to stay and guard the camp ‑ the other 400 to get their swords and come with me.


Abigail on stage walking across ‑ servant catches her
SERVANT
Abigail!  Some of David's men just came up to see Nabal, and he yelled at them and told them to go.  But David's men have been very good to us, Abigail, they protected our sheep from the wandering tribes ‑ they were a wall about us both day and night.  I think you ought to do something, because Nabal insulted them.

ABIGAIL
Right!  Go!  Go and get as much food as you can find, put it on the asses and go on before me.  I'll meet you later.


Exit

Enter David and men ‑ stampeding onto stage
DAVID
There won't be one of them left tomorrow!


They stop abruptly to see Abigail who has come on from the opposite wing.
ABIGAIL
Before you do it David, listen to what I've got to say.  Nabal my husband is a fool, so why should a fool entice you to be as foolish as him?  Now look, you are not fighting Nabal, you're fighting Saul and you've fought him on sound principles so far; principles which will take you to the kingdom and make you a sure house.  Upon the basis of those principles you have not shed innocent blood and have not avenged yourself, so don't let a fool draw you into inconsistency.  Then when you do come to the throne, no‑one will be able to say there was an occasion when David lost trust in God and saved himself.

DAVID
What you have said is right, Abigail.  Come on men, let's go back.


Joab enters ‑ David talking in group
JOAB
David ‑ Nabal is dead.

DAVID
He was a foolish man.  Yahweh hath heard the cause of my reproach and hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head.

SCENE 15

DAVID AND ABNER ‑ Night

JOAB
David, Saul is camped only 2 miles away, on the other side of a valley.

DAVID
Who will go down with me to the camp of Saul?

ABISHAI
I will!  (Eager)


Saul's camp at night ‑ Stage filled with sleeping bodies ‑ Enter David and Abishai

ABISHAI
God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day.  Now come on, let me have one go at him, just once with this.  I won't need two goes!

DAVID
(Cross)  Destroy him not.  Who can stretch out his hand against Yahweh's anointed and be guiltless.  As Yahweh liveth, God shall smite him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall be killed in battle ‑ but let's leave it to God.  Yahweh forbid me to stretch forth my hand against Yahweh's anointed.  Now get his spear and let's go.


Both walk off ‑ Calls from wings
DAVID
Abner, Abner!  Are you afraid to answer, Abner?  You're a mighty valiant man, aren't you.  You're the king's right hand man.  You didn't do a very good job tonight ‑ I could have destroyed your lord!  You've been sleeping on the job, Abner, and that's worthy of death.  (Pause)

ABNER
(Awaking out of sleep)  You haven't been anywhere near the king.

DAVID
Where is his spear?

SAUL
Is this thy voice, my son David?

DAVID
It is, my Lord, O King.  Why, why do you pursue after your servant.  What have I done, what evil is in mine hand?  I don't want to take your crown away; you are the king.  Don't let ambitious men stir you up against me ‑ they have driven me out of the inheritance of Yahweh and try to make me serve other gods.  Why does the king come out to seek me?  What have I done?  Why do you have an army to kill a flea?

SAUL
(Despondent, repentant)  I have sinned, I have played the fool and erred exceedingly.  (Brighter)  Return, my son David, I will do thee no more harm, because you have spared my life.


Pause ‑ David is wary
DAVID
I don't believe you have really changed.  Why don't you just come and get your spear.  Your life was in my hands tonight ‑ I could have taken it.  So let my life be in the hands of Yahweh, and let Him deliver me, and let Him render to every man his righteousness.  (Sick and tired)  Come and get your spear and go back to your old way, because I know you will.

SAUL
Blessed are you, my son David ‑ you shall see great things and will still prevail.

SCENE 16

DAVID GOES TO ZIKLAG

JOAB
(To Abishai)  Where are we going now?

ABISHAI
David said it would be best to get right out of Judah ‑ he is sick and tired of being chased by Saul, and he reckons we'll be safe and secure somewhere in the land of the Philistines.  It's a pretty pathetic state of affairs when Israelites should have to go down there to be safe.

DAVID
Yes, it sure is, but don't worry, we won't be staying long at Gath.  I'm going to ask Achish if we can move into Ziklag and have our own little community.  I figure we can use it as a base to train the men in organised fighting ‑ we can go out on campaigns against the Amalekites, and fight all the inhabitants of the land ‑ and one day we'll do it to the Philistines too.  Yes, we've got 600 men in our group and I think we should be able to make the nucleus of the future army of Israel because Saul's army is going downhill fast.  Most of them can see Saul is going mad gradually, burning in his hatred, and a lot of them have deserted him.  Even the Philistines can see it.  OK let's go.

SCENE 17

BEFORE ACHISH AT GATH

ACHISH
You've been living at Ziklag for over a year now, and I'm convinced that you are hated by Israel.  You've driven out all the enemy tribes to the south, and by so doing have consolidated our position.  You have been a very faithful servant.  Now David, I have some important news for you.  We have decided to attack Israel and you and all your men are going to help us.  OK?  Now this is the plan.....

SCENE 18

WITCH ON STAGE ‑ Stirring a brew
WITCH
Hubble, bubble, toil and trouble.

SAUL
(Mutters to himself)  Toil and trouble!

WITCH
(Suspicious)  What do you want?

SAUL
I want you to conjure up a familiar spirit.

WITCH
You know what Saul did to all those that have familiar spirits ‑ are you trying to get me killed?

SAUL
I know Saul personally and I promise you that no‑one will touch you.  I want you to bring Samuel up.


(Waves hands ‑ Samuel appears)
WITCH
Why have you tricked me?  You are Saul!

SAMUEL
What's troubling you, Saul?

SAUL
(Near tears)  I am sore distressed, for the Philistines make war against me and God is departed from me and answers me no more, neither by prophets nor by dreams.

SAMUEL
What good can I do if Yahweh has left you.  I told you before, Saul, Yahweh hath taken the kingdom from you and given it to David.  Because you have rejected him, he has rejected you.  You did not execute his fierce wrath on Amalek, and behold, tomorrow you and your sons will die at the hand of the Philistines.


Samuel disappears.  Saul collapses on ground sobbing.
SCENE 19

SAUL SLAIN ON GILBOA


Battle scene ‑ Philistines swarm across stage leaving Saul and Jonathan dead.  In the midst of the battle, a voice comes to Saul...

VOICE
You have rejected my word and I have rejected thee from being King over Israel  (Narrated in deep male voice)


Following these words, Saul is slain.
NARRATOR
I gave thee a king in my anger and took him away in my wrath.

SCENE 20

DAVID'S LAMENT (2 Samuel 1 v 19‑27)

DAVID
The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!
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