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David’s Anointing
Stage 2 

David’s Anointing

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Samuel

· 7 sons of Jesse

· Voice
· Elder 1
· Elder 2

· Eliab
· Abinadab
· Jesse

· David
· Soldier 1

· Soldier 2

· Soldier 3

· Goliath

· Armour Bearer

· Jonathan

· Saul

· X4 men

· Abishai

· Abner

· Amalekite

· X2 young men

· Ishbosheth

· x5 men

· Baanah

· Rechab

· Servant 1

· Servant 2

· Adviser 1

· Adviser 2

· Uzzah

· Michal

· Crowd

· 4 priests

· Nathan


	


SCENE 1     DAVID’S ANOINTING

Narrator
After Saul had been rejected as King of Israel, Yahweh sent Samuel to Bethlehem to the house of Jesse to choose a new King.  As he was afraid of Saul’s reaction, he was commanded to take a heifer to sacrifice when he arrived.


(Samuel standing, talking to 2 elders of the city)


(Jesse and sons enter LS. Jesse greets Samuel.  Sons stand in background)

Samuel
Jesse, which is your firstborn?

Jesse
(turning to his sons) Eliab!


(Eliab steps forward.  Samuel pauses.....)

Samuel
Surely this is Yahweh’s anointed!

Voice
Look not his appearance, nor on the height of his stature: because I have refused him: for Yahweh seeth not as man seeth: for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart.


(Eliab moves to right stage, looks very disappointed, shocked)

Jesse
Abinidab!


(Abinidab moves forward.)


(Samuel shakes head. Abinidab moves towards Eliab.  All other sons in turn pass Samuel - shaking head each time)

Jesse 
Yahweh has not chosen any of these

Samuel 
Are all your sons here?

Jesse 
No. There is still the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.

Samuel  
Send and fetch him.

(Jesse quickly leaves stage left.  Meanwhile, sons start talking amount themselves.  Lights fade and then come back on.  Jesse returns with David left stage)

Voice  
Arise, anoint him! for this is he.

Samuel anoints David (using rams horn)

Samuel 
I now anoint you, David, son of  Jesse, to be King over all Israel.


(Samuel kneels before David)


LIGHTS OFF

SCENE 2A
DAVID AND GOLIATH 

Narrator  
From that day forward, the spirit of Yahweh came mightily upon David. However, it also soon became clear that Yahweh had forsaken Saul. It came to pass later, that the Philistine and Israelite armies were deadlocked at Ephes-Dammim with Israel on one side of the valley of Elah, and the Philistines on the other


(David talking to three soldiers centre stage.  Camp Scene)

Voice 
(of Goliath recorded) Where are the mighty men in Israel?  Choose you a man, and let him come down to me.  If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then will we be your servants, but if I prevail, then you shall be our servants. I defy the armies of Israel this day.  Give me a man that we may fight.


(Soldiers of Israel recede, look very afraid)

David 
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?

Soldier 1    
He’s Goliath, the giant of Gath

Soldier 2  
King Saul has offered to give his daughter and great riches to the man who kills this champion.

Soldier 1 
Its been 40 days now, and

David 
(interjecting)  40 Days!!  Well, why hasn’t someone gone out there? Surely someone will take away this reproach from Israel?


(Eliab enters left stage as David is speaking)

Eliab 
(Interjecting) What are you doing here? Why don’t you go back to your few sheep in the wilderness! I know you - you’ve just come down to see the battle.

David   
What have I done? Is there not a cause when Yahweh is blasphemed? I will go and fight this Philistine!!

                          LIGHTS OFF                          

SCENE 2B
DAVID AND GOLIATH

Narrator  
Word soon reached Saul that David was prepared to fight against Goliath.  Although Saul doubted David’s ability to stand before the giant, he himself was too afraid to go - so he blessed David and eagerly awaited the outcome.

(Outdoor scene  Gurgling stream in background (Recording) David enters left stage, staff and sling in hand.  Reaches centre stage, stoops down to select pebbles.  Then kneels in prayer, arms outstretched)

David  
O Yahweh, Thou art a shield for me, my glory and the lifter up of my head.  Unto thee do I cry with my voice, for thou wilt hear me out of thine holy hill.  Arise, O Yahweh; save me, my God: for salvation belongeth unto thee; and let thy blessing be upon thy people.

(At end bows head, then slowly rises and walks off)

                    
LIGHTS                             

(Goliath enter right stage; stands centre stage looking into audience. (armourbearer before him)(David at back of hall)

David 
 Goliath of Gath

Goliath  
Am I a dog that you come to me with staves?(Goliath mutters under his breath (cursing by his gods) Come here to me and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air!

David 
(Advances slowly up aisle) You come to me with a sword and spear and shield; but I come to you in the name of Yahweh of Hosts, the God of the Armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  He will deliver you into my hand, and the carcasses of the Philistines shall he give to the birds of the air and the wild beasts.  Yahweh saves no with sword and spear; for the battle is his and he will give you into our hands.  then shall all the earth know that there is a God in Israel.

Goliath 
Aaaaaaaaaah! (mockingly)
David 
advances - so does Goliath.  David whirls sling.  Goliath yells and collapses.  Armourbearer runs for his life.  David quickly advances, cuts off Goliath’s head with his own sword.

  
LIGHTS OFF               

SCENE 3A                    SAUL’S ENVY OF DAVID

Narrator 
David became the her of Israel overnight.  Jonathan, Saul’s son delighted much in David, and their friendship grew.  However Saul’s feelings were very different


(Saul sitting in room with 2 servants standing.  Sound of singing and dancing come from window (recording).  Saul rises, goes to window and looks out.  Turns away, paces slowly across stage thinking)

Saul   
Those women!  they have ascribed unto David 10 thousands but to me they have ascribed but thousands (pause) and what more can he have than the kingdom.!


(sits down and sulks)


He must be killed!


(Lights dim to off.  Then on again)


(Saul still sitting)


(Suddenly arises - very agitated - paces back and forth)

Saul  
Where’s that musician!!  Tell him to come and play! (Muttering) He’s never here when I want him!


(Servant rushes off right stage.  Other servant offers Saul fruit - he roughly refuses upsetting the container of fruit.  David enters (right stage) Bows. Begins to play harp (recorded music)


(Saul suddenly leaps up and hurls a javelin at David.  David hastily exits (left stage))

Saul  
Guards! After him!

                       
LIGHTS OFF                             

SCENE 3B
SAUL’S ENVY OF DAVID

Narrator  
Some time passed, during which Saul made several unsuccessful attempts to take David’s life.  When Saul eventually discovered that David was hiding at Naioth, David, afraid and greatly distressed, fled to seek Jonathan.


(Jonathan seated (centre stage))


(David enters (left stage))

Jonathan  
David!

David   
Jonathan! What have I done? What is my sin that makes your father want to kill me?

Jonathan 
 I don’t know!  but David, you will not die.

David  
Your father certainly knows of our friendship, and as truly as Yahweh lives, and as you live, Jonathan, there is only a step between me and death.

Jonathan  
You know that if I can do anything for you, David, I will do it!  But set your trust in Yahweh - He will deliver you!


(David and Jonathan embrace as lights fade)

                            LIGHTS OFF                              

SCENE 3C                       SAUL’S ENVY OF DAVID

Narrator  
The next day was the regular feast of the new moon at which David was expected to be present.  However, because of his fear of Saul, he refused to attend.


(Saul, Jonathan and other men (dignitaries) sitting at table (feast))

Saul   
Why didn’t the son of Jesse come to the feast yesterday or today?

Jonathan   
David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem to see his family.

Saul   
(interjecting, stands and points at Jonathan)  You son of perverse rebellion!! Don’t you know that you have befriended the son of Jesse to your own downfall!  As long as David lives, you will not be established as King - nor will your Kingdom!


(Sits down. Pauses)


(Send and fetch him for he must die!)

Jonathan
 Why should he be slain? What has he done?


(Saul rises in anger and throws javelin at Jonathan. Jonathan quickly departs right stage)

                          LIGHTS OFF                    

Narrator
Incensed by his father’s attitude and deeply moves for David, Jonathan went to warn David to flee for his life.

SCENE  4

Narrator  
With time, as Saul’s envy and hatred for David grew more intense, he mounted a determined campaign to track down and destroy his young rival.  However, Yahweh’s angels encamped around David and delivered him out of all his afflictions.


One night, while Saul and his army slept, David and Abishai crept into their camp.


(Night scene (lights dim))


(Saul, Abner and soldiers asleep (RS)


(David and Abishai creep in LS. Pause at edge of stage)

Abishai  
God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day.  Here’s your chance David.  Let me kill him - I’ll only need to hit him once!

David  
No! Leave him alone.  He is Yahweh’s anointed. - no one can be guiltless who kills hem.  God will smite him or he will be killed in battle - its our of our hands, Abishai. Now get his spear and cruse of water and let’s go.


(Abishai carefully takes Saul’s spear and cruse of water)

(Both exit (LS)(Lights off then back on dimly again after slight pause)

David  
(yelling from off stage/rear of hall) Abner! Abner! Why don’t you answer Abner!

Abner
 (waking from sleep, dazed) Who are you?

David   
You’re a might man in Israel, aren’t you, Abner?  Why haven’t you been keeping watch over your master?  A man came into your camp to kill your lord the King, Yahweh’s anointed - and you were asleep!!

Abner 
(confidently) You haven’t been near the King at all!

David  
Where is the King’s spear, Abner?

Saul   
Is that your voice, my son David?

David  
Yes, it is, my lord, O King. (Pause)Why do you pursue after your servant? What have I done, what evil is in my hand? Don’t let ambitious men stir you up against me - they have driven me out of the inheritance of Yahweh and try to make me serve other gods. Why does the King come out to seek my life? Why do you need and army to hunt for a flea?

Saul  
I have sinned, I have been a fool and erred exceedingly.  but now, return my son and I will not harm you or seek your life again.

David  
Here is your spear, O King.  Send one of your young men to get it.  Your life was precious to me today because you are Yahweh’s anointed - may my life be precious in the sight of Yahweh and may He deliver me out of all tribulation.

Saul
Blessed be thou, my son David.  You will do many things and will succeed.


LIGHTS OUT
SCENE 5
THE DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN

Narrator
While David was in Ziklag, the Philistines gathered their forces against Israel, at Mt. Gilboa and routed Saul’s army.  Jonathan and Saul’s others sons were slain.  Saul himself was wounded, and took his own life by falling on his sword.  News of the tragedy soon reached David.


(outdoor scene)


(David sitting, talking with 2 young men)


(Amalekite races on (out of breath) from RS)

Amalekite
David, David!

David
(standing) Where are you from?

Amalekite
(Panting) I’ve just escaped from the camp of Israel at Mt. Gilboa.

David
(Anxious) Tell me, what happened!

Amalekite
 Israel fled before the Philistines. Many have been killed.  King Saul and his son Jonathan are dead also.


(David deeply moved.  Head in hands.  Pauses)

David
How do you know that Saul and Jonathan are dead?

Amalekite
I was on Mt. Gilboa at the time when the Philistines were pursuing them. When the King saw me he called out “who are you”.  I told him I was an Amalekite.  He pleaded with me to slay him, so I did.  And I have brought his crown and the bracelet on his arm to you, my lord.


(David grief stricken, reacts in anger)

David  
 Were you not afraid to kill Yahweh’s anointed?


(to young men)  Fall on him!!


(to Amalekite)  Your blood be upon your head; for your own mouth has condemned you.


(David sits.  Head on lap, weeping. Other exit.  Lights dim)

David
The beauty of Israel is slain upon the high places.  How are the mighty fallen! Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided. They were swifter than eagles, and stronger than lions. How are the mighty fallen in the midst of battle! I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan.  Very pleasant have you been to me.  Your love to me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women. How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!

LIGHTS FADE. THEN OFF
SCENE 6
DAVID IS MADE KING

Narrator   
Having enquired of Yahweh, David moved to Hebron where the men of Judah were drawn to him and anointed him King over Judah.


For 7 years there were hostilities between the house of David and the house of Saul.  Ishbosheth, Saul’s son had been placed on the throne of Israel by Abner, but when Abner was unexpectedly killed by David’s ruthless cousin Joab, tragedy struck the house of Saul.

(Ishbosheth in bed at noon)

Ishbosheth  
Servant!

Servant
(enters left stage, bows) Yes, my lord?

(Ishbosheth gives servant a command)(Servant departs LS)(Baanah and Rechab stealthily enter from RS) (Ishbosheth is killed and beheaded)(Servant returns as Baanah and Rechab hurriedly exit RS)

Servant 
No! No! Murder! (runs across stage then back off left stage - screaming) The King is Dead! The King is dead!

Narrator 
The assassins Baanah and Rechab quickly fled to Hebron to see David.

(Scene - David seated with 4 or 5 other men standing)

(Baanah and Rechab enter LS - carry head of Ishbosheth; bow before David)

Baanah 
My Lord the King! Behold the head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy.

Rechab
Today Yahweh has avenged my lord the King!

David
What! A man came to me with news of Saul’s death, thinking I would reward him - but I slew him in Zilkag!! Shall you be guiltless that have slain a righteous and innocent man in his own house, upon his own bed!! (Turns in disgust) (to servants) Take these men away! Cut off their hands and feet - and hang them over the pool in Hebron - that all Israel may fear before Yahweh. (Rechab and Baanah are carried out)

                          LIGHTS OFF                 

Narrator
Because of his righteous judgement and clear leadership, all Israel were drawn to David. 
(David seated with servants 2 standing)(Servant 1 enters LS)

Servant 1
 My lord the elders of Israel are here to see you.

David
 Bring them in. 
(Elders 1,2,3 and 5 other men (from previous. scene) enter and bow)

David
 Greeting, brethren

Elder 1
My lord, we bring greetings from the tribes of the north.  We know that Yahweh has provided you that you shall be captain over his people.

Elder 2
We need one King for the sake of all our people.  Our tribes are united in support of you, my lord.  We are of your bone and flesh - there should be no division amongst us!

Elder 3 
Even when Saul was King, you were the one who led Israel to victory.  My Lord, God has appointed you and we want you as our King!

Elder 1
Brethren, let us rise up and anoint our new King!  Bring the oil!

(servant brings horn of oil. David kneels)

(Elder 1 anoints David)

David
O make a joyful noise unto Yahweh, all ye people.  Serve Yahweh with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  Be thankful unto Him and bless His Name.  For Yahweh is good and His mercy everlasting.

(David sits)

(to servant)  Go and prepare for a great feast.  Today there shall be rejoicing in all Israel

LIGHT OUT              

SCENE 7
BRINGING ARK TO ZION
Narrator
Soon after David was accepted and anointed King over all Israel, he made preparations to revive the worship of Yahweh in the nation by bringing the Ark to Zion.

(David seated (Palace) with 2 advisers, 2 servants)

David
 We must make preparations to bring the Ark of God home to Jerusalem.

(to one adviser) Go and gather all the mighty men of Israel and the people of Kirjath-Jearim.  Get them to assemble at the house of Abinadab

(to the other adviser) Get Abinadab to prepare a new cart and inform him of our plans

(Advisers depart)

                         LIGHTS OFF            

(David standing centre stage.  Large crowd of people, excited)

David
 Bring the ark forward now - this way!

(Musicians play.  Great excitement.  Crowd moves slowly as the ark moves onto stage (LS))

(When at other side of stage, cart jolted)

(Uzzah reaches to stabilize.  Great flash of light and noise.)

(Uzzah drops.  People terrified)

                       LIGHTS OFF             

(PALACE SCENE. 7  David sitting alone (except 2 seats))

David 
(Soliloquy) None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites.  for them hath Yahweh chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto Him for ever. (Stands, walks slowly to centre stage, thinking:    then.........) (Soliloquy continues) “That’s why Yahweh made a breach upon us.” (David seated in Palace.  2 advisers present)

David
Is the ark still in the house of Obed-Edom?

Adviser 1
Yes and we’ve heard that his house has been greatly blessed since the Ark has been there.

David
We ought now to make preparations again to bring it up again.  It is the symbol of Yahweh’s presence amongst us. Call Abiathar and Zadok and tell them to prepare the Kohathites for their duty of carrying the Ark.

(Advisers leave)
LIGHTS OFF                
(Crowd scene; great excitement.  David in linen ephod)

David
Bring the Ark forward now!

(Those bearing the ark move to spaces and stop - then there is great rejoicing)

David
Sing unto Yahweh a new song; for Yahweh is great and greatly to be praised

(Great general rejoicing)

David
Bring the sacrifices now.

(Animals are brought and sacrifices made)

David
Give unto Yahweh the glory due to His Name.  O give thanks to Yahweh for His mercy endures for ever.

(Then procession continues.  Musicians play - trumpet - shouting)

(David dances)

LIGHTS OFF

Narrator
After the Ark had been safely brought into the city, David returned home.

(David in his palace alone)

Michal
(Sarcastically) How glorious was the King of Israel today!

David
It was before Yahweh, who chose me above your father, that I rejoiced today!

Michal
Uncover yourself before the servant’s maids like a shameless fool!

David
Yahweh knows the heart of all, Michal.  I will probably yet earn more disgrace and lower myself still more in your eyes; but those maidens of whom you speak will honour me for it.

                  
LIGHTS OUT     

SCENE 8
DAVID RECEIVES THE PROMISES

Narrator 
When David was established in Jerusalem and the whole Kingdom was secure and his enemies were at peace, he confided to the prophet Nathan his intention to build a house for God.

(Palace scene)

(David seated with servants standing)

(Nathan seated talking with David)

David
 Look, I live in a luxurious house of cedar, but the ark of God is still in a tabernacle.  I want to build a glorious temple to house the symbol of Yahweh’s presence.

Nathan
Do whatsoever is in your heart, David   YAHWEH IS WITH YOU

LIGHTS OUT   

(Nathan asleep. (lights very dim)

(Voice on tape)

Voice
Nathan!  Go and tell my servant David, that he shall not build me an house - for he is a man of war and hath shed much blood.  A son shall be born to him and he shall build an house for my Name. Go, and tell him all I command you.

LIGHTS OUT 

(Palace scene David seated)

(Nathan enters LS)

Nathan 
My Lord the King! Last night the word of Yahweh came to me.  You cannot build a house for God, but he said.........

LIGHTS DIM

RECORDED ON TAPE (1 Sam 7:8-16)

(At end, Nathan leaves LS)

(David slowly walks to from centre stage.  Spotlight.  Knells in prayer, hands outstretched)

David:  Who am I, O Yahweh, and what is my house that thou hast brought me hitherto?

This was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Yahweh, but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while yet to come.

Let thy Name be magnified forever.

Now therefore, let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue to ever before thee, for thou, O Yahweh has spoken it;

(David bows his head             :Lights slowly dims, till off
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