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David
Stage 2 

David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Saul

· Abner

· Goliath

· Person 1

· Eliab

· David

· Servant 1

· Servant 2

· Ahimelech

· Achish

· Advisors

· Doeg

· Abiathar

· Witch

· Armour Bearer

	


SCENE 1
DAVID’S ANOINTING

Narrator 
1 Sam 16:1-3 and Samuel did that which Yahweh spake and came to Bethlehem.  He called Jesse and his sons together and examined them.  Eliab the elder impressed Samuel and he said “Surely Yahweh’s anointed is before me” (v7) After this all of Jesse’s family who were present came to Samuel and were not accepted.  David was in the fields tending the sheep and when he was brought in Yahweh said to Samuel “Arise anoint him for this is he” (v13)


(S.D. Mime Jesse and 7 sons coming before Samuel; David coming in and being anointed)

Narrator 
1Sam 17:1-3


(S.D. Israelite army inc. Saul on R.S. - facing R - looking toward Philistines)

 
1 Sam 17:17-19

SCENE 2         VALLEY OF ELAH


(Saul pacing up and down; throws helmet on ground)

Saul
(to Abner) I am greatly afraid and do not know what to do. Our situation seems hopeless.

Abner
I have got an idea, if we offer a reward to the man who kills Goliath I’m certain someone will try…
Goliath
(in background talking down a pipe) What are you doing here? Come on send someone down to fight me (lights dim as Saul moves away to the side and David comes on with provisions)

Goliath
Come on send out a man to represent Israel


(Enter David.  Three brethren out one wing. David sees them.  In background Goliath says: “Come on what are you waiting for I am only a Philistine of Gath come pick out your best man to fight me.  If I am killed the Philistines will service you but is I win you will be our slaves, ha, ha. David is dumbfounded at the claims of Goliath)

David
(on from right) Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he defies the armies of the living God? (At this some of the men turn around and look at him)
Person 1
I’ll tell you who he is - he’s Goliath.  He’s been coming out here for 40 days, absolutely demoralizing us.  Saul said if any one is brave enough to go out there to kill him, he will give him his daughter and great riches.

David
Well why hasn’t somebody gone out there, he’s defied our God.  Why doesn’t somebody do something?

Eliab
(Arrogantly) What do you think you’re doing down here, who said you could leave those few sheep you had back there. I know the pride of your heart you’ve come down to see the battle haven’t you? Does your father know you are here?

David
Of course he does, he sent me.  But who’s going to do something about Goliath.

Goliath 
(yells out again)
Narrator
Saul heard of the words of David and sent for him to try in his desperation any resource which could help his trouble.

Saul
(comes through crowd) Are you able to fight against this Philistine?

David
Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine seeing he hath defied the armies of the Living God.

Saul
Oh, but you’re just a youth and this Philistine is a man of war from his youth up.

David
That may be so, but a while ago I was tending my father’s sheep and one day there came a lion and another day a bear, and I slew both of them.  If thy servant can slay a lion and a bear, then this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them. Yahweh delivered me out of the mouth of the lion and of the bear, and shall deliver me out of the hand of the Philistine.

Saul
David, go and Yahweh be with you, my armour might help too (Saul attempts to fit the armour onto David who protests)

David
(hesitatingly) Oh no, I have not tested it, this sling should be enough.

Saul
All right David do what you think is right (David leaves and walks down the valley stopping to put 5 stones in a bag) (Goliath comes on ranting and raving with his armourbearer carrying his shield in front of him - stops amazed to see a stripling.)
Goliath
Am I a dog? I curse you by Dagon, thou comest to me and I’ll give your flesh to the fowls of the air and beasts of the field.

David
You come to me with a sword and a spear and a shield but I come to you in the name of Yahweh of Armies, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day will Yahweh deliver thee into my hand, and I will smite you, and take your head from you and give the carcasses of the armies of the Philistines this day to the fowls of the air and the beasts of the earth, that all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel and all this assembly will know that Yahweh saveth not with the sword and with the spear, for the battle is Yahweh’s and He will give in into our hands. (David slings stone at Goliath’s head, who crumples amid silence from both sides while David leaps upon him and cuts his head off.  Israel and streams across stage accompanied by shouts of terror from Philistine and trumpet blasts)

CURTAIN

Narrator
Israel pursued and slew the Philistines taking a great spoil and David took Goliath’s head to Jerusalem.  Upon his return he came into the court of Saul.  Saul enquired of him and would let him go no more home to his father’s house because he was made a leader in the army.  David conscientiously did all that Saul asked and behaved himself wisely receiving God’s blessing and the acclaim of the people.

(Saul on stage - on throne) (Abner enters)

Abner
Saul have you heard what they are saying out there.

Saul 
(Shouts)  David has killed his ten thousands............ (silence as he mutters and scowls) Humph.  Ten thousands hey    ...one thousand.  They’re giving David all the glory and what else can behave but the kingdom.  Ten thousand is it, well we’ll see about that. (Saul calms down, and evil look comes upon him.)

Servant 1 
(To Abner) My lord, we had better call David to play his harp for the king, that evil spirit from God is troubling him terribly today.

Abner
Yes, quite so, call him immediately, nothing else will calm Saul down at the moment except David’s skill with the harp.

Servant 1
David       David you are needed immediately.  the king requires (David enters) your skill with the harp to calm his spirit. (David enters quietly and sits playing his harp while Saul sharpens a javelin.  Saul whips around suddenly and hurls his spear at David)

Saul
I will show you who’s the greatest here David.  I will pin you to the wall    I missed.  God must be with you David (David has ducked away out of sight)

Narrator 
Saul continued to eye David from that day forward and sought many times to kill him. David had formed a strong enduring friendship with Jonathan, Saul’s son, who did his best to stop Saul from killing or harming David.  Yet Saul persisted in seeking his life.  David knew that Saul would slay him if he went to the feast at the new moon, although if he didn’t he might make the situation worse   Saul had told Jonathan that he wanted David at the feast, but David did not go because of Saul’s attitude towards him.

SCENE 3           DAVID COMES TO NOB

Narrator 
Saul became so angry that David had avoided him by not attending the feast that he tried to kill Jonathan with his javelin.  Jonathan showed that he was a true friend of David when he tried to calm his father down.  After escaping Saul’s attempt to murder him Jonathan came to David at their pre-arranged meeting place and signaled that David should flee making a covenant with David in the name of Yahweh and David fled to the priest’s city of Nob.

Ahimelech 
(frightened and anxious) Why have you come here alone David, how is it that no-one is with you?

David
The king gave me a commandment to do some urgent business for him and I am not allowed to let anyone know what I was sent for, or what I was commanded to do.  Now tell me, what have you got under your hand - I want five loaves or as many as you can give me.

Ahimelech 
I haven’t got any ordinary, only the hallowed shewbread.  You can only have it if you have been ceremonially clean.

David
We have been for the last 3 days

Ahimelech
All right you can have this since there is nothing else  (Doeg watching Ah     )

David
One other thins, would you be able to give me a sword or a spear, I didn’t have time to get my own weapons, the king’s business was so urgent.

Ahimelech 
Now let me think.  I know.  The sword of Goliath the Philistine is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod.  You can have that, because we haven’t got any other weapons beside that one.


(Abiathar gets sword)

David
Oh no - Doeg is sure to tell Saul now, we will have to get out of here, where can we go? (looks at the sword) I know, he would never think we would go down there. (to his men) We will go to Gath.

SCENE 4
GATH

Narrator
 Knowing that Saul would never follow him, David flees in desperation to Achish the king of Gath, right into the heart of the Philistine territory.

Achish 
(Seated, advisors around him, David walks past and stops in the wing)

Advisors 
Isn’t that David of the land of Israel? Didn’t they sing to each other about him, how Saul had slain his thousands and David his ten thousands? I don’t know why you let him stay here Achish.

Achish
All right, go and bring him to me - (enter David escorted)

David
Ah yooo gaaa heee haww hooo  oooooooo etc (feigns madness)

Achish
Look. Look at him will you.  A mad man playing his games.  What did you bring him to me for? Get rid of him - take him away!

SCENE 5
SAUL AT NOB

Narrator
His desperate plan having failed, David flees to the caves of the south where his relatives as well as a large number of discontented, rebellious, dishonest men come to him. David, still on the run fled with his family and his 400 followers across the Jordan River to the city of Mizpeh which is in the country of Moab.  He then went before the King of Moab and asked if his father and mother could reside in Moab until there was peace in Israel.


The king of Moab consented to do this and David’s mother and father dwelt with the king of Moab as long as David was being hunted.  Not long after this, the prophet of Gad came to David and said the David should go to the land of Judah.


(Saul sitting under tree looking miserable)

Abner
We have just received news that the prophet Gad went to David and told him to go into the land of Judah.

Saul 
Brightens up) Good. Now listen to me, my Benjamitish brothers - is this son of Jesse going to draw you all away from me. or are you going to remain loyal to your King? Is he going to make you commanders of hundreds and captains of thousands (with self pity) and give you fields and vineyards so you will all conspire against me: no one told me that my son had made a league with him, no one told me that my son stirred him up against me, to try and ambush me.  No one’s sorry for me (mutters)

Doeg 
(looking around anxiously, nasal voice as he comes crawling forward) “I saw the son of Jesse down at Nob. Ahimelech inquired of Yahweh for him and gave him food and a sword”

Saul 
Go and get those priests (Enters Ahimelech) Listen to me, son of Ahitub.

Ahimelech 
Here I am my lord.

Saul
Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse in that you have given him bread and a sword and have inquired of God for him, so that he riseth up against me and lies in wait, as unto this day.

Ahimelech 
Who among your servants is so faithful as David, who is the king’s son-in-law and captain over your bodyguard and honoured in your house? Today is not the first time I have inquired of God for him. Do not impute to your servant for I have known nothing of David being a traitor.

Saul
You shall surely die Ahimelch you and your father’s house

Saul 
(to Abner)  Turn and kill the priests of Yahweh, because their hand also is with David, they knew he had fled and did not tell me.  Kill them now (He backs off) Saul looks at Doeg you kill them Doeg (Doeg draws sword and slashes at Ahimelech who dies)

SCENE 6
ABIATHAR TELLS DAVID


(Abiathar runs in)

Abiathar 
David, David - all the priests have been killed at Nob.  Saul commanded Doeg to slay them.

David 
I knew it       that day at Nob when Doeg was there - I thought he would tell Saul

Abiathar
And that is not all he killed, he killed every man, woman and child in the place and all the cattle and sheep, and he’s the one who is supposed to be chief shepherd in Israel.  I am the only one left alive.

David
You will be able to stay with us now Abiathar, you will be safe here, for he that seeks your life seeks mine also.

Narrator
There followed an exhausting and frightening period when David was hunted by Saul like a wild animal.  He saved the town of Kelah from the Philistines and was treacherously betrayed to Saul by them but he leaned on the strength of God at all times and sought Him at all times for help.


1 Sam 23 v14-18


He was then betrayed by the Ziphrites whose spies knew exactly where David and his men were.  Saul’s army surrounded David and was about to move in for the final assault when word came that the Philistines were attacking.  Saul once more had to forego the obsessive desire to kill David for this more urgent challenge to his kingdom.


After Saul had dealt with the Philistines he returned to the chase and had his life spared at the cave at Engedi  where he was at the mercy of David.  As a result Saul promised never to conspire to hurt him again.  David knew that he could not trust Saul and yet again Saul came to search him out.  Once more David - with Saul at his mercy - spared the life of the king not willing to lay his hand on Yahweh’s anointed.


Saul appeared repentant this time.  David went and dwelt in Gath, distrusting Saul’s promise that he would leave David alone.  Saul however is busied with trouble elsewhere and gathers together an army to fight the Philistines at Shunem


Knowing that Yahweh is no longer with him and uncertain as to what to do, Saul stealthily moves from his own army, through the Philistine camp to seek out a witch that was living on the other side of the Philistine camp at Endor.


Saul at one stage had killed all the witches in the land of Israel.  The witch at Endor survived and Saul was now going to try to use this woman to enquire of Yahweh. The result is despair.

SCENE 7
 WITCH OF ENDOR

Saul 
(rising as if from prayer) Find me a woman that has a familiar spirit so that I can find out how to beat the Philistines.

Servant 2 
(hasty consultation with Servant 1) My lord there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor: she escaped your hand when you killed all of the other spiritualists

Saul
Don’t remind me of that now! - find me a suitable disguise.  No one must know that I’ve seen her (Saul dresses in rages, puts ashes on etc)


(2 servants approach woman first then Saul approaches in the background in witches (lights dim) hovel, witch peeling a potato and cooking supper etc)

Saul 
I pray thee divine unto me by the familiar spirit and bring me up the man I ask you for.

Witch 
(hesitant, almost startled, wary - acts innocent) What! You know what Saul has done - how he’s killed and driven out all of the wizards and those how have familiar spirits.  Why are you trying to trick me? you just want to catch me out so you can kill me!

Saul
I promise you - as Yahweh lives you shall not be punished for this - just do as I ask, now.

Witch 
(considers, mutters, grunts - suspicious) Well, whom shall I bring up unto you.

Saul 
Bring.........me up.........Samuel (witch goes into a trance, mutters)

Witch 
(suddenly) Why have you deceived me? You are Saul. I knew you were setting a trap for me!

Saul 
Don’t be afraid of me. just tell me what you saw.

SCENE 8
SAUL SLAIN ON MT. GILBOA

Narrator
Then they rose up and went away that night.  At this time the Philistines were gathering their forces at Aphek whilst the Israelite Army moved to Jezreel.  As the Philistines prepared for the 70km march northwards to fight against Israel they discovered that David and his warriors were with Achish in the rearguard of their army.  They were not prepared to trust him and sent him away with his soldiers to his home at Ziklag. They were dismayed to discover that their city had been demolished by the Amalekites and their families taken captive.  During the time which it took to recover then avenge the evil done Saul was being defeated on Mount Gilboa, just south of Jezreel.


(Action - fighting Philistines vs Israel. Saul and Jonathan together; Jonathan killed, Saul tends him and is struck by an arrow - assorted screams and grunts etc)

Saul
Draw your sword and thrust me through - don’t let those uncircumcised Philistine gods come and torture me - kill me now.

Armourbearer
 No, No etc


(Saul grabs sword and kills himself armourbearer likewise)

Narrator
So Saul died and his three sons and his armourbearer and all his men, that same day together.

SCENE 9
 DAVID’S LAMENT


Music fades out


David on one knee spot light on him with head bowed as narrator reads.

Narrator
And David made this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son 2 Sam 1:19-27
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