[image: image1.jpg]Chilvven are an BHeritage
of Paheh
(Psalin 127)




Early life of David
Stage 2 

Early life of David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Reuben

· Simeon

· David

· Jesse

· Eliab

· Abinadab

· Samuel

· Abner

· Jesse's sons


	


SCENE 1

Shepherds crouched around a lantern.

SIMEON
The night is a dark one, Reuben.

REUBEN
Aye, Simeon, too dark!  I'll be glad to get back home to Bethlehem where it is warm and safe.

SIMEON
The stillness of the night and the thought that there may be some wild animal creeping up on the flock at this moment makes me feel very uncomfortable.

REUBEN
Same here, I - hark! what was that!  (both panic).
REUBEN
Who goes there?

DAVID
(Off stage).  It is only me, David.

SIMEON
Phew!  What a relief.

REUBEN
He should have called out or something instead of scaring us like that.  I thought it was a wild animal or a robber.


Enter David.
DAVID
Hello, you two.  I'm a bit late tonight.

SIMEON
Look here, David, I wish you would let us know when you are approaching.

REUBEN
Yes, we have enough anxiety without you adding to it.  But since you have come I feel a little better.  An increase in numbers is always more comforting.

DAVID
I'm sorry if I frightened you, but really, you know, there is no need for fear;  as I have told you before, the God of our fathers is near to all those that trust in Him.

REUBEN
Maybe so, but I for one can find little comfort in that thought when I hear the lion's roar.

SIMEON
I say, David, now that you are here, what about singing us one of your Psalms to while away the time.

DAVID
Oh, I don't think ...

REUBEN
Yes, please do.  We want cheering up.

DAVID
Alright then ... let me see ... oh, yes ...


Sings Psalm 23.
SIMEON
That was very good!  (thoughtfully).  Tell me, David, was this confidence in God that which enabled you to tackle that hungry lion all by yourself.

DAVID
(Humbly.  Yes ... I suppose it was.

REUBEN
(Good-naturedly).  You are very modest, David.  Though in view of your success in defending the flock from wild animals, which was something I had for the moment forgotten, I suppose you have proved your point.

SIMEON
(Enviously).  I wish I had your faith, David.  To be able to fright wild animals - all by myself!  (Pause).  Oh well, I suppose we had better begin our usual patrol around the flocks (Wishing and walking off stage).  Come on!  (Other two follow him off stage).


CURTAIN.
SCENE 2
JESSE
Well, Eliab, it is very pleasing, and proud I am to see you, my eldest son, fighting for our king against the enemies of the Lord of Hosts.

ELIAB
Thank you father.  It is an honour to fight the battles of the Lord, though it is becoming increasingly difficult to gain victory over the Philistines.  You should see King Saul standing head and shoulders above us all, directing the battle!  There was one occasion when ...


Interrupted by younger brother rushing in shouting ...
ABINADAB
Father!  The prophet Samuel approaches.

JESSE
Samuel?  The prophet of the Lord coming here!  Whey - surely we have not committed any sin deserving his special appearance.  Abinadab, when he reaches the threshold, invite him in.  (To himself).  I wonder what he wants ... anyway, we shall soon find out.


Samuel enters - ushered in by Abinadab.
JESSE
(Anxiously.)  Comest thou peaceably?

SAMUEL
(Re-assuringly).  I come peaceably, Jesse.  In fact my mission will, I think, prove a very pleasing one to you. 

JESSE
(Puzzled).  How so, Rabbi?

SAMUEL
Well, I have come to Bethlehem to offer a sacrifice - at least, that is what everybody is to be led to believe, for the Lord has said to me "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil, and go to Jesse, the Bethlehemite, for I have chosen a king from among his sons".  When I said "If Saul hear of it he will kill me", the Lord answered, "Take an heifer and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord;  and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint him whom I shall name".

JESSE
(Incredulously).  Anoint one of my sons.

SAMUEL
Yes, blessed indeed is the house of Jesse.

JESSE
What a great honour the Lord has bestowed upon my unworthy family ... What do you want me to do, O man of God.

SAMUEL
Bring you sons before me that the Lord may show me His anointed.

JESSE
Certainly.  (Leads forward Eliab).  This is my eldest son, who has already proved himself in battle ... surely, this is the one!

SAMUEL
My son.  The Lord doesn't judge as man does.  We only see the outward appearance, but God judgeth the hearts ... where are your other sons?

JESSE
Fetch your brothers, Eliab, and bring before Rabbi Samuel.

ELIAB
Very well, father.  (Goes out).


Sons begin to come in and Samuel shakes his head or says to Jesse "This is not the one" or some such comment, until all the sons are before him.
SAMUEL
The Lord's anointed is not among these.  Have you any other sons, Jesse?

JESSE
(Embarrassed).  Well, there is only the youngest lad, David, but he is minding the flock.  He is very young.

SAMUEL
His age doesn't matter.  Send and fetch him for we will not proceed until he is present.

JESSE
Shammah, you are the swiftest runner, go and fetch David.  Be as quick as possible.


Shammah runs out.


BRIEF CURTAIN.
JESSE
Ah, here they come.


Enter David with Shammah.
DAVID
Shammah insisted that I leave the sheep, father, I hope that none of them will be lost while I am not with them.

JESSE
It is alright my son, forget the sheep for this moment for this is a great occasion.  Behold, this is the great prophet of the Lord.  Samuel, this is my son, David.

SAMUEL
Come here, my boy.


David approaches and kneels at his feet.
SAMUEL
This is the Lord's anointed.


Take horn of oil from attendant.

I anoint you in the name of the Lord.  May God bless you and establish you.


CURTAIN
SCENE 3

Camp of Israel.


David approaches his brethren.

ELIAB
What are you doing here David?

DAVID
Hello, my brothers!  I have been sent to you by my father to bring some provisions and to find out how you are faring.

SHAMMAH
Well, I must say that is very thoughtful of him.  How are things at home ...


Goliath begins to shout.
DAVID
Who is that shouting?

SHAMMAH
That is Goliath - a fearsome giant.  He is the champion of the Philistines and challenging King Saul to send down one of us to fight him.  Our king has promised that the man who kills Goliath will be greatly rewarded and given the hand of his daughter in marriage.

DAVID
What is going to be done about this load-mouthed Philistine who is daring to defy the armies of the living God?

ELIAB
Now, then, David (scoffing).  What about those few sheep you are supposed to be watching?  This is no place for young boys to be speaking loudly about things they know nothing about.  I know what is really behind your visit, it is to watch the battle that you have come.

DAVID
No.  You know that father sent me with food for you.  (Turning).  This enemy of the Lord must not remain unchallenged, surely ...


Stranger confronting David.
ABNER
Young man you are very outspoken - perhaps - YOU are prepared to fight Goliath of Gath?

DAVID
(Hotly).  Yes.  I am prepared to fight for the Lord.

HIS BROTHERS
Don't take any notice of the young upstart.

ABNER
Oh no.  Ye shall take him to Saul.  At least he appears to be ready to face the giant, which is more than can be said for the whole army.  (To David).  Follow me.


Exit.


Curtain.
SCENE 4

Saul's Tent

SERVANT
Abner is without, O king, and asks to bring before you one who is prepared to fight the Philistine champion.

SAUL
A champion for Israel at last!  Well, don't stand there ... bring Abner before me.

SERVANT
Yes, sire.


Exit.  Re-enters with Abner.
SERVANT
Abner, captain of the host, sire.

SAUL
Ah, Abner.  I understand you have found us a champion.  Where is he?

ABNER
He stands without, O King and I hasten to bring him into thy royal presence.  Fetches David.
SAUL
A mere stripling!  You are not able to fight against Goliath.  He has been a man of war from his youth, but you are only an untried lad.

DAVID
Your servant has tended his father's flocks and a lion and a bear attacked the flock snatching away a lamb.  I pursued and slew both the lion and the bear by myself.  So if God delivered me from the paw of the lion; He will surely deliver me from the hand of this uncircumcised Philistine.

SAUL
M-m-m.  You had better take my armour then.  You will need it against this giant.

DAVID
No, sir, I cannot, for I have not proved it;  but instead I will take my trusty sling.

SAUL
Shrugging his shoulders.  Very well.  You can only pray that God will indeed be with you, otherwise all will certainly be lost.


David and Abner bow themselves out of Saul's presence.


Curtain.
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