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Ruth
Stage 2 

Ruth

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Elimelech
· Naomi
· Ruth
· Boaz
· Orpah
· Mahlon
· Chilion
· Woman 1
· Woman 2

· Woman 3

· Woman 4
· Reapers
· Servant
· Kinsman
· Elders
	


NARRATOR
In the days when the Judges ruled in Israel, “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” With the exception of a very few, the people forgot Yahweh, the God of their fathers, and followed evil ways, which brought trouble and misery upon them.


Moses had warned Israel about what would happen if they departed from God’s law, and at the time of our story there was a famine in Judah, which came as a result of this “famine of the Word of God”.


Elimelech, a man of Bethlehem-Judah, with his wife Naomi and their sons, Mahlon and Chilion, left their home because of the famine.

SCENE 1
ELIMELECH
Come, Naomi, we can stay here no longer; there is no food for us here.  We must go to some other place where we can earn a living and get food for ourselves and our sons.

NAOMI
Where shall we go?  This is the land God has given us.

ELIMELECH
We will cross the River Jordan and go into the country of Moab.  Mahlon! Chilion! Come, we must prepare for our journey.  We will go to Moab to escape the famine.




Elimelech, Naomi, Mahlon and Chilion walk off.
NARRATOR
After the family had settled in Moab, Elimelech died, and Mahlon and Chilion married Ruth and Orpah, two Moabite women; but within ten years Naomi’s two sons also died, leaving her with her daughters-in-law.

SCENE 2



Naomi, Ruth and Orpah seated.
NAOMI
My daughters, I have heard that the Lord hath visited His people in giving them bread.  There is no longer a famine in Judah, and I long to return to my own land.

ORPAH
We will go with you; it is not right for you to go alone.

RUTH
We love you, and cannot bear to be parted from you.  You have been kind to us, and have told us about the mighty Yahweh, God of Israel, who is greater than the gods of Moab.




Naomi rises and moves off.  Ruth and Orpah go with her, one on each side, arms lovingly linked in hers.
SCENE 3



The three women enter and continue walking, as though on their journey.
NAOMI
Go - return each to her mother’s house:  Yahweh deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.  Yahweh grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of a husband.




Naomi kisses the two girls, and they cling to her, weeping.
ORPAH & RUTH


Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.

NAOMI
Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me?  I am too old to have a husband, and I have no more sons for you to marry.  It grieves me much for your sakes that the hand of Yahweh is gone out against me.




Orpah and Ruth weep at the thought of parting.  Orpah kisses Naomi again, and turns to go back - slowly walking away, head bowed, but Ruth clings to Naomi.
NAOMI
See, thy sister-in-law is going back to her people and to her gods:  Return thou after thy sister-in-law.

RUTH
Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:  Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried:  The Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.




Ruth walks with Naomi, still holding her arm. (Exit)
NARRATOR
Naomi and Ruth journeyed on and came to Bethlehem, where their arrival caused quite a stir, especially among those who had known Naomi in the past.

SCENE 4



Naomi and Ruth enter, walking wearily.  Women of the town come from opposite direction and gather round them.
1st WOMAN
Is this the Naomi we knew.

2nd WOMAN
She looks so weary and sad - is she really Naomi?

NAOMI
Call me not ‘Naomi’; call me ‘Mara’, for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me:  I went out full, but Yahweh hath brought me home again empty.  My husband and my two sons are dead, and now I have only my daughter-in-law, Ruth, who has come with me from Moab to share my life here.




While Naomi is still speaking, all the women move off together.
NARRATOR
Naomi and Ruth had arrived in Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.  They lived together, and Ruth cared for her mother-in-law, but they were very poor.


However, God in His goodness had made provisions in His law for the strangers, the fatherless and the widows, such as Naomi and Ruth, so that the poor could gather enough to eat from the fields of those who had plenty.  Yahweh commanded His people - “When ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest ... thou shalt leave them for the poor and the stranger”.

SCENE 5


Naomi enters and sits down. Ruth follows and sits beside her
 RUTH
Dear Naomi, we need food and we have no money to buy any.  Let me now go and glean ears of corn in the field of someone who will treat me kindly.  (rises as she speaks last line)

NAOMI
Go, my daughter, and may Yahweh be with thee.  (She rises as she says this, and they both walk off - Ruth kissing her good-bye and moving off.  When Ruth has gone, Naomi also goes off).

NARRATOR
We now come to the field of Boaz, a wealthy relative of Elimelech.
SCENE 6
Reapers come on - singing as they work.




“Fair waves the golden corn




In Judah’s pleasant land;




And full of joy, this shining morn,




We come, the reaper band.




To God, so good and great,




Our cheerful thanks we pour;




Then carry to His Temple gate,




The choicest of our store.




For thus the holy word,




Spoken by Moses ran;




The first-ripe ears are for the Lord,




The rest He gives to man”.




Meanwhile Ruth comes on and follows reapers - gleaning after them.




Boaz enters and stands a moment, watching.
BOAZ to Reapers

Yahweh be with you!

REAPERS
Yahweh bless thee!




Reapers and Ruth continue working.
BOAZ to Head Servant            

Whose damsel is this? (indicating Ruth)

SERVANT
It is the Moabite damsel who came with Naomi out of the country of Moab.  She said, “Let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves”  And she has been gleaning from morning until now.

BOAZ to RUTH


Now listen, my daughter; Go not to glean in another field - stay here with my maidens and glean after my reapers.

RUTH 
(Bowing herself to the ground) 


 Why have I found favour with thee, seeing I am a stranger?

BOAZ
I have been told all that thou hast done for thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; how thou hast left thy father and thy mother and thine own land, and come to a people thou didst not know.  Yahweh recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.

RUTH 
(looking up)

Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord, for thou hast comforted me, and spoken friendly unto thine handmaid.

BOAZ
(Taking her hand and lifting her to her feet)

At mealtime, come and eat of the bread and the parched corn with my reapers.




Ruth again starts gleaning.
BOAZ to Reapers


Let her glean among the sheaves, and let fall some handfuls for her, that she may glean them.




Boaz moves off.




Ruth gathers her gleanings in her apron or cloak and goes off.  All exit.
SCENE 7



Naomi seated.  Ruth enters and shows her the corn gleaned.
NAOMI
Where hast thou gleaned today?

RUTH
I worked all day in the field of a man named Boaz.

NAOMI
Blessed be he of Yahweh, who has been kind to both the living and the dead!  The man is near of kin to us - one of our kinsmen.

RUTH
He told me to follow his reapers, until they had ended all his harvest.

NAOMI
It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his maidens - go not into any other field.

NARRATOR
So Ruth gleaned in the field of Boaz until the end of the barley harvest and the wheat harvest, providing for herself and her mother-in-law.  But Naomi knew that Yahweh, in the law given through Moses, had made provisions for widows like herself and Ruth.  There was no son to carry on the name and inheritance of her husband, Elimelech, and her son, Mahlon, who had married Ruth, so according to God’s law, their nearest relative should act as Redeemer.  That meant that he would buy the family land, marry Ruth, and their first son would carry on the name of the dead Mahlon.


Acting on instructions from Naomi, Ruth asked Boaz to carry out this duty of a near kinsman.  However, he told Ruth there was a nearer kinsman than he; but if this man refused, Boaz himself would be her redeemer.


With this purpose in view, Boaz went to the gate of the city and sat down, and before long he saw the nearer kinsman approaching.

SCENE 8



Boaz sitting at the city gate - the nearer kinsman approaches.
BOAZ to Kinsman


Ho!  Come and sit down here! (the man sits by him)




Other men are walking by, and Boaz asks ten of these to sit down also.
BOAZ to Elders


Sit here and witness what I am about to do.

BOAZ to Kinsman


Naomi, who has returned from Moab, wishes to sell some land which was Elimelech’s.  I thought I would tell thee before the elders of our people.  If thou wilt redeem it, do so; but if not, let me know, because I am next after thee.

KINSMAN
I will redeem it.

BOAZ
Remember:  When you buy the land from Naomi, you must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, and marry her, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.

KINSMAN
I cannot redeem it, then, lest I spoil my own inheritance.  Redeem it thyself, for I cannot redeem it.  (He takes off his shoe and hands it to Boaz)
BOAZ to Elders


Ye are witnesses this day that I have bought from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and Chilion and Mahlon.  Also I will take Ruth the Moabitess to be my wife, that the name of the dead may be carried on along with his inheritance.  Ye are witnesses of this today!

ELDERS
We are witnesses.  May Yahweh make the woman who is coming into thy house like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel.




All exit.
NARRATOR
So Boaz married Ruth and a baby son was born, who was called Obed.  This brought great joy to Naomi, who became nurse to the child; and her friends rejoiced with her.

SCENE 9
Naomi enters, nursing the child

Women enter and stand around Naomi, admiring the child.
1st WOMAN
Blessed be Yahweh, who hath not left thee this day without a kinsman.

2nd WOMAN
He shall be to thee a restorer of thy life and a nourisher of thine old age.

3rd WOMAN
Thy daughter-in-law, who loveth thee, who is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.

4th WOMAN
May his name be famous in Israel!

NARRATOR
And his name did become famous in Israel, for Obed was the father of Jesse, whose son was David - King of Israel - “the man after God’s own heart”.


So Ruth, the Gentile who left her country and her people to become an adopted Israelite and a true worshipper of Yahweh, was highly honoured and rewarded for her faith.  She was the great grandmother of King David, in whose royal line was born the Messiah of Israel and further King of the earth, as promised by Yahweh through His messenger to Mary:  “Thou shalt bring forth a son, and call His name Jesus.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end”.

Fair waved the golden corn

In Judah’s pleasant land,

When full of joy, one shining morn,

Went forth the reaper band.

Fair waved the golden corn

When Ruth went out to glean,

All day in the field from early morn,

And was by Boaz seen.

He made enquiry then,

“Who is this stranger here?”

The servant said, “This Moabite came

Naomi’s life to share”.



“Her people she has left,

Their gods does she disown,

In Yahweh she has come to trust,

And make Israel’s hope her own”.

Kind Boaz knew his part,

Redeemer he would be,

For gentle Ruth had won his heart;

He listened to her plea.

So Ruth her rest had found;

Her trust did God reward.

May we like Ruth in faith abound

Till the coming of the Lord
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