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Samuel, Saul & David
Stage 2 

Samuel, Saul & David

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Samuel

· People

· Saul

· Agag

	


SCENE 1

Introductory music, centre spot.

NARRATOR
Samuel.

SAMUEL
Here am I.

NARRATOR
Samuel.

SAMUEL
Here am I.

NARRATOR
Samuel.

SAMUEL
Here am I.

NARRATOR
Thee times Yahweh called to Samuel, and three times he arose and stood before Eli.  Then Yahweh came, and stook, and called:


Samuel, Samuel.

SAMUEL
Speak, for thy servant heareth.  


Samuel crosses stage, departs right.
NARRATOR
Samuel was the last judge.  Samuel became the first of the prophets in order, establishing the schools of the prophets.  Samuel founded the monarchy in Israel.


Samuel was a Levite, of the sons of Korah, and thus belonged to Yahweh.  As his name signifies he was "asked of God" and "lent of God".  Hannah his mother vowed Samuel back to Yahweh for all the days of his life.


Samuel was a Nazarite until death.  Hannah declared, "For this child I prayed;  and Yahweh hath given me my asking which I asked of him;  Therefore also I have lent him to Yahweh;  as long as he liveth he shall be lent to Yahweh.


Samuel grew in favour with both Yahweh and men.  He became Prophet and Seer, offered sacrifices and interceded as Priest, judged and delivered Israel, ruled as God's representative.


Samuel as judge suddenly enters left - dramatic.


Pointing to audience - move towards them.
SAMUEL
If ye do return unto Yahweh with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashteroth from among you and prepare your hearts unto Yahweh and serve him only.


Departs from right stage.  Dramatic music.
NARRATOR
The elders of Israel visited Samuel at Ramah and said:  "Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations".


Yahweh answered Samuel's prayer and said:  "Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee:  for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them".


narrator moves to left front stage.  Music.


Samuel enters right stage and faces towards left.  Saul enters left stage, stands looking at Samuel.
NARRATOR
When Samuel saw Saul, Yahweh said unto him, "Behold the man whom I spake to thee of.  This same shall reign over my people Israel".


Saul crossed stage, kneels before Samuel.  Samuel takes a vial of oil, pours it upon his head and kisses him.
SAMUEL
Has not Yahweh anointed you to be prince over his people Israel?  You shall wield authority over the people of Yahweh and rescue them from the power of their enemies.


Samuel crosses stage, departs left.  Saul rises, departs stage right.  Music.  Lights out.
SCENE 2

Spotlight centre.
NARRATOR
Years later, immediately after the victory over the Ammonites, all Israel is assembled at Gilgal for Samuel's farewell address.  During his speech a thunderstorm shows Divine displeasure at the sins of Israel.


Soldiers, villagers, people enter left.  Music rises to a crescendo.  Samuel dramatically appears on right.

SAMUEL
Pointing to Israel.

You said unto Yahweh (mocking, scorn) No, hut a king shall reign over us (pause).  Even though Yahweh, your mighty ones was your king.


Saul enters through crowd, comes to front.

See, here is the king you have chosen!  See, Yahweh has set a king over you - even one whom you all desired!


Samuel crosses to centre, crowd behind him.  Samuel turning, addresses them all.

SAMUEL
If you will reference Yahweh and worship Him - If you will listen to his voice and not rebel against His commandment - If both you and the king who reigns over you follow Yahweh your God, well and good.

All the people
We will serve Yahweh and our king.


Samuel moves to left side, crowd to right.


Ominous warning voice.

SAMUEL
But - if - you will not listen to the voice of Yahweh - If you rebel against his commands, then Yahweh's hand will be against  you - and your king.


Sudden sounds of thunder.

Now then, stand and see this wonder which Yahweh is about to perform before your eyes.


Sudden sounds of thunder.

Is it not wheat harvest today?

All the people
The sun is hot, the fields are white to harvest.

SAMUEL
Yes, but I will call upon Yahweh to send thunder and rain.


Great thunder clap, rolls of thunder overhead.


And you shall know and see what a wicked thing you have done in the sight of Yahweh by asking for a king.


Thunder, people panic, shrink.

Some cry out
Pray to Yahweh for us!


Thunder, and lightening, rain.

Others cry out
Pray to God lest we die.


Withdraw behind Saul, shrink away from Saul.

Some cry out
Pray to Yahweh and save us, for in addition to all our sins, we have wickedly asked for a king.


Music to crescendo.  People move about back stage.  Samuel and Saul face each other from opposite sides of stage.

SAMUEL
Fear not, you have done this wrong indeed.  Only - do not swerve from following Yahweh.  Worship Yahweh with all your heart.  Never swerve in search of vain useless idols.  For his great name's sake, Yahweh will not abandon his people.  He has determined to make you a people for himself.  He has created your for His glory.

All the people
Pray for us before Yahweh.

SAMUEL
Far be it from me to sin against Yahweh by ceasing to pray for you.  I will instruct you in the good and right path.  Only give reverence to Yahweh and serve him loyally with all your heart.


Loud thunderclap, storm and rain.  People alarmed, hold up hands.

SAMUEL
For your see what a wonder he has performed in your presence.


Long rolls of thunder.  People cry in terror.


But if you persist in doing wrong - both you - and your king - will be swept away.


Lights out, thunder and music crescendo.  All leave stage either left or right.
SCENE 3

Interlude, music.  Lights on.  narrator stands left front stage.

NARRATOR
Some two years later, Jonathan defeated the Philistine garrison at Gibeah.  The Philistines had heard a rumour that the Hebrews had revolted and they prepared for an immediate invasion.  Saul sounded an alarm throughout Israel and withdrew from the Pass of Michmash to Gilgal deep in the Jordan valley.


The Philistines marched into Israel and camped at Michmash near Beth-Aven.  The Philistines had 3,000 chariots, 6,000 cavalrymen and great numbers of infantry.  They greatly oppressed the surrounding country.


Saul did not wait for instructions from Yahweh.  He brushed aside the restraint urged by the priest.  Fugitive soldiers and frightened people scattered to hide in caves and holes among the rocky hills and beyond Jordan.


The people were trembling and deserting Saul.


Samuel had instructed Saul to gather the people together at Gilgal, and within SEVEN days he would come and offer sacrifices on their behalf.  The soldiers of Israel were to dedicate themselves to Yahweh and seek God's help.


Yahweh was testing the faith of Saul.  Saul began to panic as his fighting force shrunk to 600 men.  He would NOT stand and await the salvation of Yahweh.


Impatiently Saul waited for Samuel to come.  Day after day went by and more men deserted him.  There was no sign of the prophet.  Perhaps Samuel also had deserted him.


Six days went by with no sign of Samuel.  There was only one thing left to do.  Saul decided to offer the sacrifices himself.  His patience had run out.


Set stage with altar for burnt offering.  Soldiers and people gather across back stage.  Saul enters left stage to centre.
SAUL
Bring the burnt offerings and the peace offerings to me. 


Four step forward holding animal sacrifices.  Saul takes the burnt offering and offers it.  Soldiers and people move in behind Saul.  All bow their heads in silence.  Saul holds up hands.

SAMUEL
Loud shout from rear of hall.

Saul, Saul, what have you done?


Samuel strides towards stage.  Saul whirled around, steps forward to meet him.  Soldiers and people move away from altar.


What have you done Saul?

SAUL
I saw the people scattering from me, and you did not come at the fixed time, and the Philistines were massing at Michmash and I have not made supplication to Yahweh.


Pause.  Bold defiant excuse.

Hence I forced myself to offer the burnt offering.

SAMUEL
Stands next to altar of burnt offering and points at Saul on left stage.


You have done foolishly.  If you had obeyed the command of Yahweh, which he commanded you, then Yahweh would have established your kingdom over Israel for ever.

SAMUEL
Advances slowly towards Saul.  Slow ominous tone.


But now your kingdom shall not stand.  Yahweh has sought and discovered a man after his own heart.  Yahweh has commanded him to be the prince over his people - because you - you have not obeyed what Yahweh commanded of you.


Samuel turns, leaves right stage.  Thunder, music, lights out.

SCENE 4
NARRATOR
Saul had again disobeyed God.  The Philistines from their garrison fortress of Michmash ravaged the countryside and demanded heavy tribute.


Saul's army had largely deserted him.  There was no prospect of help anywhere.  Jonathan, son of Saul, decided on a desperate campaign against the Philistines.  He sought Yahweh's guidance and help.  His armour-bearer was his only companion.  Secretly he climbed the steep rugged rock-face and attacked the Philistine garrison.


At that moment, Yahweh caused a terrible shaking of the earth.


Sounds of thunder, earthquake.

The Philistines were filled with fear.  In panic they slaughtered each other.  The remnants ran in full retreat.


The men of Israel heard of the overthrow of the Philistines and emerged from their hiding places to chase the fugitives through the pass of Beth-horan.


Saul gathered ten thousand troops and the fighting spread throughout the mountains of Ephraim.  He bound all of the men by a solemn oath not to eat any food before evening until the vengeance upon the Philistines was completed.


It was foolish to deny his soldiers the necessary sustenance.  Jonathan did not know of this oath and ate some honey.  When told, he said that his father Saul had weakened the nation and limited the victory.  How much greater then would have been the slaughter of the Philistine before nightfall, had the troops only eaten freely of the spoil of their enemies.  Instead they were exhausted.  Many of the Philistines escaped from the famished and tired soldiers of Israel.


When evening came, Saul’s oath of cursing was terminated.  In their haste to eat, the troops did not kill and eat the animals according to the law of Moses, by first draining the blood.  Saul had an altar built and offered a portion of the food to Yahweh.  Saul had wilfully refused to wait for God's counsel all day.


The priest demanded th;at God be approached.  But God did not answer.  Saul believed that someone had therefore broken his vow, Jonathan was revealed as the guilty one.  The one man of faith and courage would have to die.  The army opposed Saul's folly, and redeemed Jonathan from death.


Saul had again caused trouble to Israel by his disobedience and lack of understanding.


Saul sought to extend his power.  He won military campaigns against his enemies.  He was applauded by the people.  He chose members of his own immediate tribe to be his personal bodyguard.  He assumed full dignity and power.  He did those things which Samuel had years before told the people of Israel that their king would do.


But what of Samuel's warnings of the overthrow and end of Saul?  How, at the height of his glory Saul was to plunge down.  Fleshly might is repudiated.  Only faith will lead to a kingdom for ever.


Music.  Centre spotlight.  Saul enters from left.  Samuel enters from right with captains and people behind.

SAMUEL
Yahweh sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel.  Yahweh has said that punishment is to fall on Amalek because he cut off Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.


Go and defeat Amalek.  Samuel points.  Massacre him and all that belongs to him.  Do not spare him, slay both men and women, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and ass.

SAUL
I have heard and I will perform ALL that Yahweh has commanded.


Saul passes across to right stage, followed by captain and people, leaves right.  Music crescendo and exit.  Samuel remains alone on the stage, single spot.
NARRATOR
A message from Yahweh came to Samuel.


Samuel, Samuel.

SAMUEL
Speak Yahweh, for thy servant heareth.

NARRATOR
Thus saith Yahweh, I am sorry that I ever made Saul king, for he has given up following me.  He has not carried out my command.

SAMUEL
Pleading.


Cast not away thine anointed.  Continue thy mercy to Saul.

NARRATOR
Solemn.

Yahweh has spoken.  Saul will not follow me, he will not carry out my commandments.  The kingship will be taken from him.

SAMUEL
Raises voice.

But you did strengthen him and overthrew his enemies.

NARRATOR
Yahweh has said - Saul did not seek me early.  He has not prayed unto me.  If a man does not pray he will not receive mercy.

SAMUEL
Protesting in anger.

Saul has endangered himself to save your people.  Saul has performed many works in thy name.  If you remove him as king the nation will suffer.

NARRATOR
Thus says Yahweh - I, even I, am the keeper of Israel.  I require faith in my promises and obedience to my word.  I will raise up faithful prophets, priests, judges, shepherd and kings.  Saul has wilfully disobeyed.  He has not put his trust in me.  He has failed to keep the faith.  He has rejected me.  I have rejected him.  Speak no more.


Lights off, music.  Samuel leaves left.


In the morning Samuel goes to meet Saul.  Saul has gone to the village of Carmel, near Hebron.  There he set up a monument to victory in the shape of a man's hand.  The emblem of his power was the arm of the flesh.  From Carmel, he proceeded to Gilgal.  Samuel finds Saul, the army and the people preparing to celebrate their victory.


Saul, army and people, centre stage.  Agag stands alone on right.  Busy activity, setting up altar, tables for feasting, Saul directing.


Recorded bleating of sheep, crowd activities.

SAMUEL
Appears suddenly left stage.  Sternly.


Saul, Saul, what have you done?

SAUL
Turns, extends arms, smiles.

Yahweh bless thee.  I have carried out Yahweh's orders.


Recorded noise of sheep and cattle.
SAMUEL
Then what is this.  What can I hear?  What is this bleating of sheep in my ears?

SAUL
Taken aback.

I have obeyed Yahweh's commandment.  The troops spared the best of the sheep and oxen for a sacrifice to Yahweh.  The rest was destroyed.

SAMUEL
Silence.  Let me tell you what Yahweh told me last night.


Pause.  Saul steps back, Samuel moves forward.

You may think little of yourself.  You may think it does not matter what you do - you are mistaken.  Are you not head of all the tribes?  Did not Yahweh anoint you as king?  Did he not send you on a mission to massacre all of Amalek?  Did he not command you to destroy all?


Samuel walks across to Agag, then turns around and points at Saul.

Why did you NOT obey your God?  Why did you reject his commands:  You selected from the spoil - you have done wrong in the eyes of Yahweh.

SAUL
Steps forward one or two paces.

I have obeyed the voice of Yahweh - as far as I could.  I want on the mission as he had sent me - and I captured Agag and I destroyed the Amalekites.  But the troops took some of the best of what had been devoted to destruction.


Saul approaches Samuel and stands before him.

The sheep and oxen are for a sacrifice to God.  He will surely accept them, because we have chosen the best.

SAMUEL
You were sent to perform Yahweh's commands and you have refused to do so.  You have disobeyed.  Does Yahweh delight in burnt offering and sacrifice as he does in obedience to his word?  Obedience is better than sacrifice.  To heed to him is better than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as bad as the sin of witchcraft.  And stubborn self-will as bad as the iniquity of idols.  Because you - you Saul - have rejected the Word of Yahweh, he has rejected you from being king.


Crescendo of music, thunder.  Saul staggers back, collapses on ground.

SAUL
Raises himself up on one knee, pleading.

I have done wrong.  I have broken the command of Yahweh and your instructions.  It was because I was afraid of the troops that I did what they demanded.  I disobeyed because of other desires.


Samuel turns and walks away.


Saul cries out desperately.

Pray, pardon my sin.  Come back with me that I may worship Yahweh.

SAMUEL
Spins around and thrusts out arm in repudiation.


No, I will not come back with you.  You have set aside the Word of God. Yahweh has set you aside from being king over Israel.


Samuel turns away.  Saul catches at skirt of robe.  Tearing sound.''Samuel turns around, reaches, takes torn part from Saul's hand.  Rips it into two - throws pieces separately away in opposite directions.


Yahweh has this day torn the Kingdom of Israel from you.  He has given it to a familiar person - your neighbour - who is a better man than yourself.  He who is the Splendid Victor of Israel will never lie or change his mind like a man.  His purpose will be fulfilled even though you, the King of Israel, have failed.


Saul, crying and pleading, moves to altar to worship God.  Turns to Samuel.

SAUL
Come back with me that I may worship Yahweh.  Give me honour and respect before the captains and people.

SAMUEL
Walks to Saul, turns, commanding voice.

Bring Agag the Amalekite king here to me.


Bound in fetters, trembling, resists, forced.


Give me a sword.  Sword handed to him.  Agag is forced to centre stage position, resists.  Soldiers and people crowed on each side of him.  Visible from audience.  Samuel stands on left side.  Saul slumped near altar on right.  Lights out.  Single spot centre stage.

SAMUEL
Agag, you will die.

Agag
Death is a bitter thing.  The grave is cruel and strong.

SAMUEL
As your sword has bereaved woman, so shall your mother be most bitterly bereaved.  Now.  Agag, die.


Samuel moves, stands before Agag, raises sword.  Soldiers crowd around Agag, conceal him from audience.  Samuel hacks with sword.  Screams.  Crescendo of music.


In closed circle, Agag to stoop and slip to rear of crowd.  Remove chains, outer clothes, stand behind.  Substitute body parts and scatter in circle while Samuel wields sword.  Music.  Samuel to step back to left.  Circle to open up and form line across stage.  Agag behind, remains hidden.  Heap of remains on centre stage.  Samuel to throw sword onto remains.

SAMUEL
Turns away to left.

They that live by the sword shall perish by the sword.  The meek shall inherit the earth.


Soft mournful music.  Soldiers move out left and right stage behind Samuel and Saul with Agag concealed.

SAUL
Half demented with sorrow, sobbing rises, shouts and stumbles out.


Ah!  Rejected by God!  Doomed to perish!  Ah!

Mournful music.  Samuel alone on stage.

SAMUEL
Points in direction of Saul's departure, speaks sorrowfully, apparently crying.


Sound of sobbing in the distance.

To obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness as iniquity and idolatry.  Because he rejected the word of Yahweh then Yahweh rejected him as king.


Turns and sweeps hand over the audience.

Obey or perish - Obey or perish.


Music finale.  Lights up.


Complete cast re-enters from both sides before music dies away.  Chord from organist as cue.  Singing of Hymn 249 - Hushed was the evening hymn.


Hush'd was the evening hymn,


The temple courts were dark;


The lamp was burning dim


Before the sacred ark;


When suddenly a Voice Divine


Rang through the silence of the shrine.


The old man, meek and mild,


The priest of Israel, slept;


His watch the Temple child,


The little Levite, kept;


And what from Eli's sense was seal'd


The Lord to Hannah's son reveal'd.


Oh! give me Samuel's ear,


The Open ear, O Lord,


Alive and quick to hear


Each whisper of Thy word;


Like him to answer at Thy call,


And to obey Thee first of all.
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